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POWER AND DURABILITY 

The interplay of a high-perform¬ 
ance sail and a stiff boom gives 
you the optimum in perform¬ 
ance. The waves are yours with 
the ORBITAL EZZY WAVE and 
the HEAVY-DUTY BOOM. 
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HEAVY-DUTY 

The North boom meets all the 
requirements of a modern 
boom; it's easy to use, strong 
and light, and it has a broad 
range of applications due to its 
intelligent "set" concept. 
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The Heavy-Duty boom tubes 
have an increased wall thick¬ 
ness of 1.4 mm, coated with 
the extra-light "ProGrip*", giv¬ 
ing you ultimate strength in 
the harshest conditions. The 
boom unitincludesthe proven, 
easy handling, no-rope North 
clamp-on head, as well as the 
North Vario Lock adjustable 
rear end. 
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ORBITAL 

The 1991ORBITALEZZY WAVE 
continues in the tradition of 
David Ezz/s uncompromising 




, All boom 1 

components have ■ 
been approved by \ 
the German TuV, 1 
which guarantees 
the ultimate in safety. 
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The HD BOOM comes in four 
.different lengths: 

A = 1.35 m -1.80 m 
B -1.55 m-2.00 m 
;B+ = 1.70 m - 2.15 m 
ip** 2.10 m - 2.55 ni 


The North boom continues 
to set the standard for the 
concept and features of a 
modern clamp-on boom. 


MARI YOUR BODY FLY 






























It’s time to load your sailboards onto the very affordable Isuzu Trooper. 
Why is it considered to be the perfect rig by so many windsurfers? Well, here’s 
our standard answer. It comes with more standard features. Like auto-locking 
hubs for getting into four-wheel drive without getting your feet wet Four- 
wheel disc brakes. Triple skid plate underbody protection. And a powerful 2.6 
liter engine (or optional 2.8 V6) for raging against the tide. Plus it has more 
cargo space than any vehicle in its class.* 

So why not kick up alittle spray in America’s fevorite sand blaster? 

The Isuzu Trooper is ready to saiL 

For a free brochure, call (800) 245-4549. 


THE ISUZU TROOPER $ 11999. 


excluding tax, license and transp. fee. Optional equipmaitshcwm at Sditicmala^ 51 
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Contrary to zuhat you may have heard, there was plenty of 
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Winds Oi Change 


O nce upon a time, a group of 

concerned public officials and 
citizens in Washington state and 
■H Oregon decided to take action to 
preserve the pristine beauty and 
ecological balance of the natural 
environment surrounding the river that 
divided their states. 

The result was the establishment of 
the Columbia River Gorge National 
Scenic Area in 1986. The goal was 
twofold: 

1. To protect and provide for the 
enhancement of the scenic, cultural, 
recreational, and natural resources of 
the Columbia River Gorge. 

2. To protect and support the 
economy of the Columbia River Gorge 
area by encouraging growth in existing 
urban areas, and allowing future 
economic development in a manner 
consistent with goal No. 1. 

It all sounds good, but somehow the 
initial purpose got misconstrued. Even 
as this editorial is being written, the 
extreme conservationists holding power 
are threatening windsurfing in the 
Gorge as it exists today. Popular areas 
like Doug's Beach and the Hatchery 
may close and other new sites may 
never even open. If that occurs, what 
would happen to the shops, lofts, B&Bs, 
and other windsurfing businesses that 
have revitalized an economically 
depressed area? 

We agree with the need to protect 
and preserve the Gorge in its natural 
state—and this next part comes with 
difficulty because we are usually proud 
to consider ourselves "tree huggers"— 
but we feel the environmentalists, in this 
case, are going too far. They can't see 
the forest for the trees, so to speak. 

There is room in the management 
plan of the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area for windsurfing. 
Rather than being just tolerated. 


windsurfing should be encouraged by 
people who care about preserving the 
Gorge. Ours is a clean, environmentally 
sound recreational activity whose 
participants largely respect the value of 
the special combination of elements that 
makes the Gorge a mecca. 

The major objection to Gorge 
windsurfing seems to be cars parked 
along the highway at popular sailing 
sites. To those in power, we say: 
Consider a parking limit, hotel shuttle 
bus services (it works in ski resorts), and 
car pooling as ways to solve this 
problem, but don't close the areas 
entirely. 

Of course the environmentalists' 
intentions are good. But with their 
focus comes a tunnel vision we perceive 
as "save the land and the hell with 
everything else." Surely there is some 
compromise that will protect the river 
and the land surrounding it, and at the 
same time promote non-polluting 
recreation like canoeing, fishing, hiking, 
bicycling, rafting, and especially, 
windsurfing. 

As stated in the goals above, the 

issue is to save the environment and 

preserve the economy. Windsurfing is 

simply not in conflict with either of 

these goals. Windsurfers have come to 

cherish the Gorge region—its flora and 

fauna—just as naturalists do. We hope 

that comproptfSes and adjustments will 

be made so^hateyeiyope^ajn^djoy this 

unique area., 

. 


Debbie L. Snow 
Managing Editor 
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THE WINDSURFER WATCH. Tear. Ript Shred. Go for it and take this ' ^ TTT7 t 7X T - 
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for racing calculations, secondary timer, 1/100 second chronograph, alarm, 
color graphics, calendar and it's water-resistant to 100 meters. 








.JnEJWN-UM WAVE/SLALOM: 
IN SECONDS, YOU CAN TURN IT INTO 
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draft, twin-cambered slalom sail. 

Effectively you change sails without 
changing your sail, and power up or 
depower your rig without having to go 
back to the beach to do it. 


Ticket to ride, non-stop , 

The advantages of having such 
convertibility in a single rig are many, 
especially for the intermediate or 
advanced sailor. . , „ 

If you want to make the rnos o yo 
valuable sailing time, the Twin a 






















Wave/Slalom and Carbon 40 mast 
guarantee you more quality time on the 
water than any other rig can provide. 

Fluctuations in 
windspeed are 
overcome by quick, 
easy adjust¬ 
ments. You 
can keep on 
sailing when 
everyone else is 
back on the 
beach working 
out which sail 
size to rig next. 

If the water is 
flat, you can set your sail with both cams 
and full battens and race with anyone 
you want. When the water gets 
choppy # set the Wave/Slalom with 
short battens and either cam for easy 
handling while you practise your jumps 
and gybes. 

If your local conditions vary 


types currently available, without 
buying several different types of sails. 

You can get right to grips with all the 
latest technologies in a single high 
performance rig. 

When it's time to change 

If you want to avoid a lot of unneces¬ 
sary expense, and frustration; if you want 
to get the power and handling benefits 
of a totally integrated rig and make the 
most out of every sailing opportunity, call 
your Neil Pryde dealer today and ask for 
our Twin-Cam Wave/Slalom brochure. 

It will change your entire relationship 
with the wind. 

Product Information 53 


NEILPRYDE 


considerably from one day to 
another, you can maximize your sailing 
time without re-rigging. From waves to 
manoeuvres, flat water speeding to 
chop-hopping, changing the power 
and handling characteristics of the Twin- 
Cam Wave/Slalom is easy. 

Rocket up the learning curve 

Theres never been a better time to 
be aggressive about improving your 
sailing skills; there's never been a better 
time to head for the top. 

The Twin-Cam Wave/Slalom and 
the Carbon 40 mast make it very easy 
to experiment with all the different sail 


mumi 


FunsportUSA 801 N Brand Blvd. Suite650 Glendale, CAP1203. Tel- 1-818-548 ISA) 
Hawaii, Maui Sails Tel- 1-808-877 7443/871 8084 Canada, FMH Canada Tel: 1-416-660-3226 

























At Hot Sails Maui we ore 
constantly breaking barriers in 
sail design, construction 
techniques and quality finish 
work. Our commitment to 
excellence allows us to sell to 
the most quality conscious 
customers around the globe. 


Please call us on Maui, toll 
free for information including 
your nearest dealer. 


HOT SAILS MAUI 


207W. Kiioho ltd. Maul. Hawal 96708 
(808)575-2002 fax(808)575-9984 

1 - 800 - 753-4270 


MAUI BORN, GLOBAL DESIGN 
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A BETTER BOOM 

In your excellent March 1991 
Equipment Guide issue of Windsurfing, 
the writer mentions that a major trend 
in booms is the smaller diameter boom 
tube. The reason is clear: as soon as 
sailors experience the tremendous 
improvement in grip comfort and 
endurance, they are hooked! They can 
sail longer, witla less fatigue and better 
control, and less chance of such mala¬ 
dies as carpal tunnel syndrome and 
forearm cramps. 

It is, however, very true that the 1-1/ 
8" diameter, thicker wall booms suffer 
from higher weight and greater flexibil¬ 
ity than booms made from standard 
0.058" wall 1-1/4" tube. Plus, the sailor 
has to buy all new extensions. 

Windsurfing Hawaii has solved these 
problems with Power Taper tubing. 

Not only is the grip diameter smaller at 
1-1/16", making the boom grip even 
more comfortable, but the tube wall is 
the standard 0.058", which means it is 
not heavier. And by keeping the rear 
part of the boom at 1-1/4" diameter, 
boom stiffness is kept high, and the 
sailor can use his old extensions. 

Congratulations on the new 
Windsurfing. You provide a great 
service to the sport, and the new cover 
design is magnificent. I think most of us 
would rather be called windsurfers than 
boardsailors or windriders! 

Dick Lamb 
President 
Windsurfing Hawaii 
Stevenson, WA 


PUMPING REVISITED 

Regarding the letter in the March 
issue regarding pumping [in which 
Clyde Crocker, the writer, claimed 
pumping was against USYRU rules], 

Mr. Crocker fails to cite all the rules 
relevant to his case. Specifically, "Rule 
54 is replaced by: 'A sailboard shall be 
propelled by the action of the wind on 
the sail, by the action of the water on the 
hull and by the unassisted actions of the 
competitor!" This sentence, rule 8.2 from 
Appendix II of the International Yacht 
Racing Rules as adopted by the USYRU 
(page 65 of the 1989-92 edition), clearly 


permits pumping in "course races and 
slalom, but not triangle (Olympic 
course) races." 

Since most windsurfers aren't 
interested in sailing Olympic triangle 
races, but are interested in getting a little 
exercise, it's not surprising that Mr. 
Crocker fell in with a crowd of pump¬ 
ers. However, if Mr. Crocker were to 
look around, he would probably find 
some windsurfers who would be happy 
to race in a more traditional way. 

Ken Winner 
White Salmon, WA 


I am writing to respond to my letter 
about pumping in the March issue. I've 
since learned the error of my ways. I 
still cannot agree that pumping is really 
a sailing skill, but better minds than 
mine say otherwise. 

I hope my letter served to bring 
awareness to race organizers who 
disdain published Sailing Instructions 
and rely solely on the skippers' meet¬ 
ings to dispense information. 

Since pumping seems always to be in 
question, it would behoove those in 
charge to state up front (when review¬ 
ing Starboard, Over Early, etc.) that 
racing Funboard Rules makes pumping 
legal. 

Clyde Crocker 
Seattle, WA 


CORRECTIONS 

Two errors were brought to our atten¬ 
tion, which were found in the charts in 
March's Equipment Guide. The first, a 
heading that read "Race Sales," should of 
course have read "Race Sails." The error 
was first caught by Guy Britton, sports 
promotion director of the Tudor Watch 
Series—one who has a natural interest in 
"race sales," and who was all set to sign up 
for a seminar. 

The second error in the charts credited 
board maker AHD with offering six-year 
warranties on its slalom boards. Sigh. It 
didn't work. They didn't change their 
minds. Clrnnge it to six-month warranties 
(as it should have read). Who keeps a board 
for six years anyway? 




























WHEN WE NEED 
PERFORMANCE... 


...WE OKESPOR: “THE WORLD’S FINEST BOARDSAILING SHOES” 

NEVIN SAYRE: US. National Champion 88-89 



SKINDRY 

New sole design with side 
supports, 10" high. 4 mm 
neoprene. Glued and taped 
seams. Superboard feel 


SUPEROKEFUN 
Easy entry, an affordable 
comrxnaoon or warmm, comuxi 
and durability. 


GORGE 

Agressive cool water 
bootie with arch strap and 
side support. 
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NAUTIX/OKESPOR 100 MAIN STREET, SUITE #16 SOMERSWORTH, NH 03878 


G.J. Commi 
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The barometer's felling. The wind's picking up. Small, domestic animals are suddenly 
airborne. So are lawn chairs, and so are mobile homes. Your board, once securely under y 0 & 
feet, is now somewhere over your head, with no plans to come back down anytime soon- 
You? You've got several feet or non-Nike air between you and a cold, hard river. Just do n* 



























PROFILE 


WAVE CHAMPIOH 
PETER CABRINHA 

P eter Cabrinha was bom 
in the seaside town of 
Kailua, Hawaii, in 1961. His 
father taught him to surf in 
the big rolling Kailua waves 
at age eight, and he surfed 
almost every day until his 
high school years. But in his 
sophomore year, he tried 
windsurfing—a classmate 
had a Windsurfer™ board— 
and he was soon hooked. At 
the time, only about 35 
people in Hawaii were into 
the sport, and Robby Naish 
was already World Cham¬ 
pion. 

Cabrinha witnessed the 
sport's "customizing era" in 
the hotbed of Kailua—where 
custom boards, harnesses, 
and footstraps were being 
developed by the likes of 
Larry Stanley, Mike "Thor" 
Horgan, Pat Love, and Rick 
Naish. Cabrinha even had 
his own backyard board 
building operation. 

With teachers like Robby 
Naish, the encouragement of 
others, his natural ability, 
and his knowledge of 
surfing, Cabrinha was quick 
to excel in the sport. He won 
first place in the inaugural 
O'Neill Invitational Wave 
Sailing Contest in 1982, then 
joined the professional 
windsurfing tour, and in 
1985, he won the wave 
sailing title—ahead of Naish. 

Now Cabrinha only 
competes in a small portion 
of the pro tour—the Japanese 
and Hawaiian wave events. 
He's far more interested in 
the marketing and promo¬ 
tions aspect of windsurfing. 

WINDSURFING (WS): You 


Cabrinha Profile m Olympic Update h Wind Report 



Peter Cabrinha during a working vacation on Fiji. 


hosted a television show for a 
while . What happened to it? 

CABRINHA: Beach Break was 
a weekly series about ocean 
activities—not just 
windsurfing. It was only a 
pilot for a 13-week show, but 
it was well received locally. 
Unfortunately, one of the 
main persons behind the 
show left the network and, 
with that, the show didn't 
have enough support. 

WS: What are your goals for the 
next few years? 

CABRINHA: I'm happy with 
what I'm doing right now, 
and I wish to continue the 
lifestyle. My main goal is to 
be financially secure—to not 


have to work nine to five, 
and be able to travel to places 
I wouldn't see through 
windsurfing. I want to have 
a family someday. Also, I 
dream about what it would 
be like to have a house in the 
Alps and be able to spend 
more time snowboarding, or 
have a beach house on a 
secluded island where I 
could spend some time each 
year. 

WS: What kind of work do you 
do for your sponsors? 

CABRINHA: For Terzo roof 
racks, it's public relations 
work. I travel to Japan to 
give windsurfing demonstra¬ 
tions and attend boat shows 
in their behalf. ForGaastra 


Sails, it's two things. One is 
product development. I have 
a sail assigned to my name 
(the Rad Wave sail), and I 
work with the designers here 
to develop the sail exactly for 
how I want it to work here in 
Maui. My other work for 
Gaastra is as a marketing 
consultant, where I try to 
keep the guys in Hong Kong 
in touch with what goes on at 
the beach. I send them 
magazine clippings or 
anything else that inspires 
me as I travel around the 
world. Because I live in 
Maui, I'm their link to one of 
the high-performance areas 
in the world. 

WS: You've done some 
broadcasting work at various 
events. Do you want to do more 
of this? 

_ CABRINHA: I announced 

| the OP Pro Surfing contest at 

1 Huntington Beach for ESPN, 
and I've done the local Aloha 
Classic coverage for the last 
couple of years. It's really 
tough when it is a live 
show—you have to keep the 
people entertained on a live 
spot, rather than being able 
to edit things later. I would 
like to pursue announcing 
further. I enjoy it. 

WS: Do you have any advice for 
an up-and<oming professional 
sailor? 

CABRINHA: If you're 
thinking about the pro tour, 
learn how to be organized. It 
takes a lot of work just to 
make sure your gear is 
together before each event. If 
you add up the time actually 
spent competing and 
compare that to the time you 
spend preparing to compete, 
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Peter Cabrinha 



Cabrinha the announcer. 


BOARD BRIEFS 

it's amazing. 

If you're going to be the 
true professional and do the 
entire tour, you're going to 
spend a lot of time away 
from home. This takes a lot 
of money, and you have to 
give up a normal life. Try to 
have fun while you're doing 
it, because if you're not 
having fun, your results will 
probably reflect it. 

WS: How can you advance in 
windsurfing? 

CABRINHA: Put yourself in 
a place with good conditions 
and with lots of good sailors. 
My learning curve shot up 
immensely when I was able 
to sail with Robby Naish 
every day at Diamond Head 
in the early'80s. I had this 
person that I could emulate, 
who was a lot better than I 
was. This takes away a lot of 
the learning process. Your 
sailing advances in leaps and 
bounds if you're able to 
watch someone else. The 
main thing is time on the 
water, but videos can help. If 
you want to be a competitive 
sailor, it's mandatory to learn 
both tacks. If you learn a 
new trick on flat water on 
one tack, try it on the other 
tack right away. 

WS: What do you think of cross¬ 
training for windsurfing? 

CABRINHA: If you do not 
live in a place with windy 
conditions, cross-training is 
fine for keeping fit. How¬ 
ever, if you do live where it 
blows, the best training is just 
windsurfing—time on the 
water. Look at Bjorn 
Dunkerbeck—he's a pretty 
big guy. I'm pretty sure he 
didn't get his muscles 
through weightlifting. I 
think he got them from 
sailing as much as possible. 

WS: How do you keep focused 
on your windsurfing? 


What's the best windsurfing 
moment you can remember? 
Finding out I had won the 
O'Neill Invitational. 

Name your favorite movie. 
Midnight Express. 

And your favorite book. 
There's two. Replay by 
Ken Grimwood, and The 
Aquitaine Progression by 
Robert Ludlum. 

What distracts you from 
windsurfing? 

Having to take care of 
business. 

What makes you happy? 

My job, my girlfriend, and 
a good day of sailing with 
my friends. 

What makes you angry? 
People who walk around 
with blinders on, and who 
only think about them¬ 
selves. 

Tell us the best heat you can 
imagine. 

It would be a supersession 
with Dave Kalama, Mark 
Angulo, Robby Naish, Ian 
Boyd, and maybe Jason 
Polakow at Hookipa, with 
10- to 15-foot surf and 20- 
knot side-offshore winds. 

Who is your favorite actor? 


It's a tie between Robert 
De Niro and Michael 
Keaton. 

And actress? 

Julia Roberts, Darryl 
Hannah, and Michelle 
Pfeiffer. 

Name something in the 
world that is overrated. 

2 Live Crew and Bon Jovi. 

What's your favorite type of 
music? 

Classic rock. 

And your favorite beer? 
Amstel Light. 

If you were having a party, 
what five celebrities would 
you invite? 

Neil Young, Tom Curren, 
Darryl Hannah, Julia 
Roberts, and Michelle 
Pfeiffer. 

What is the number one 
environmental issue? 
Deforestation and water 
pollution—about the 
same. 

How do you relax from 
windsurfing? 

I go surfing, and I play 
some tennis. I do a bit of 
art work and a bit of 
woodworking, and I work 
on my house. 


things on different days. 
Some days I go out at 
Hookipa and do full-on 
hardcore wave sailing, and 
on other days I go to Sprecks 
and practice different things. 
If I'm having fun learning a 
new trick, I might spend four 
hours a day working on that 
one maneuver. I try to sail 
six days a week during the 
windy season, but if I can sail 
at least three times a week. 
I'm really happy. 

WS: Was your recent knee 
surgery windsurfing related? 

CABRINHA: Most defi¬ 
nitely. I was watching Mark 
Angulo doing his waveface 
360s and, of course, if you see 
it you just have to do it. I 
probably tried 300 of them in 
a very short time, and began 
to get a pain in my leg, but I 
kept sailing every day. One 
day, I hit the lip and went 
over the falls with my foot 
still in the footstrap—and 
really hurt my knee. I tried 
to sail around the pain, but it 
became constant, so I had it 
checked out. I had a tom 
tendon. Since the surgery. 
I've lost a little muscle size in 
my leg, but it seems to be 
coming back, and the pain is 
definitely gone. 

WS: What will windsurfing be 
like in the year 2000? 

CABRINHA: I think sail 
design will have changed to 
the point where greater 
speeds are obtainable and 
long gliding jumps—even off 
of flat water—will be 
standard. Barring any state 
regulation, I think places like 
Maui and the Gorge are 
going to become major 
destinations; tiny islands in 
remote parts of the world 
will be discovered as 
happening sailing spots and 
converted to sailing camps or 
resorts, much like Namotu, 

Fiji. Freestyle will once again 
be the big thing, and Matt 
Schweitzer will come out of 
retirement to take the world 
title away from Bjorn 
Dunkerbeck .—Steve Wilkings 


CABRINHA: I do different 









Once the world wave champion, Cabrinha never strays too far from the water. 


IN THE WIND 


I t was good to see 
windsurfing featured in 
the January 7 Sports Illus¬ 
trated pictorial showing the 
year in review. The two- 
page centerfold taken by 
photographer Jonathan 
Weston showing Mike 
Eskimo riding an avalanche 
of water was featured in 
Windsurfing months earlier... 
The first national sportsman¬ 
ship trophy given by the 
USYRU—which governs all 
categories of sailing—went to 
windsurfing's Scott Steele, 
by virtue of his testifying in 
favor of a competitor in the 
Goodwill Games, a move 
that resulted in Steele getting 
the silver medal rather than 
the gold... 

The bridge to Hatteras has 
re-opened after being out of 
commission since October 22, 
when a 300-foot dredge boat, 
driven by 92 mph winds and 
strong current, slammed into 
it... A true friend of 
windsurfing, Mayor Betty 




Turner of Corpus Christi, has 
decided not to run for 
another term. Turner—who 
has received a trophy of 
thanks from the local 
windsurfing association— 
was instrumental in bringing 
the U.S. Open to fruition, and 
was a force behind improv¬ 
ing launch areas... Utah was 
considering a bill that would 
classify a sailboard as a 
sailboat, which would have 
established an age minimum 
for sailors, among other 
things, but the bill is dead for 
now. If revived next year, 
lobbyist/sailor Scott Belden 
says he'll probably be able to 
fix the wording... 

In PBA news, Robby 
Naish slit the ball of his foot 
open, requiring stitches, in 
the Almanarre event—he's 
still able to sail; Robert 
Teriitehau has joined the 
Peter Stuyvesant Travel 
team; Phil McGainjust 
signed with Sailways; and 
the Bercy indoor event 
almost didn't come to pass, 
as the contest's promoters 


and the sailors were far apart 
on prize money. The sailors 
won after threatening to 
strike... Also, Anders 
Bringdal won all his slalom 
heats at the Almanarre event 
using new-sponsor Gaastra 
sails... 

Windsurfing is one of the 
sports featured in a San 
Francisco public school 
program giving students 
hands-on outdoor recre¬ 
ation... Welcome To 
Windsurfing weekend, in 
which more than 300 shops 
introduce the public to our 
sport through demonstra¬ 
tions, videos, and prize 
drawings, is June 15-16—to 
find out more and get a 
brochure, call 800-333-2242... 

Yet another wind service 
for boardsailors—The 
Gaastra Wind Report- 
covers the West Coast, East 
Coast, Gulf Coast, Caribbean, 
Hawaii, and the Gorge, 
giving wind reports (updated 
hourly), plus daily NOAA 
forecasts. It's 85 cents a 
minute at 1-900-2-GO-SAIL... 


If you go to a Club Med that 
has windsurfing, you'll be 
sailing BIC equipment, as 
that company recently 
became the exclusive 
supplier to the resort chain... 
North Sails is expanding its 
successful East Coast clinic 
tour nationwide... 

Saiimaker and long-time 
ice sailor Jeff Brown ice- 
sailed at a radar-measured 50 
mph in February at Great 
Herring Pond, just off Cape 
Cod, in what is believed to be 
a U.S. record. Brown, who 
used a custom 3.4 sail and 
Freeskate board, says next 
year he'll do significantly 
better... Ice sailor William 
Tuthill came in second 
among the non-Russians at 
the 1991 Ice and Snow Sailing 
World Championships, held 
in the Soviet Union—which 
sounds good until you 
realize he came in 34th place. 
Yes, the Soviets are good, but 
then again, reports Tuthill, 

they came with coaches, 
massage therapists, and 
waxing experts... 
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^ There's nothing more frustrating 

when the wind is howling than not being 
physically able to hang on. You can’t afford a 
wetsuit that doesn't fit or function properly. That's why 
the Body (dove flyer series was designed for boardsailers by 
boardsailers, with features specific to your sport's needs: 

FLYER 3/2 FULLSUIT 

• 3mm Nylon- 1 Tex for its excellent water-shedding qualities 

• (lined and blindstitched to provide maximum warmth and comfort 

• Oversized sleeves and shoulders for superior movement with less fatigue 

• Velcro ankle straps so your calves don't fill up with water 

• Nvlon-2 Ilex panels on the inseam and behind the knee 

• Anatomical panel design 

• Nylon-1 neck seal 

- Lycra edge tape on wrists and ankles for a comfortable seal /WMf 

Heavy- duty adjustable neck closure system ^ bJl 

^ heavy duty back zipper / I 

Interior keypocket with fold 


over 
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THE BIRTH OF 
THE WIND 


W eather is what is 

known as a chaotic 
system. Scientists define such 
a system as one extremely 
sensitive to initial conditions, 
and after that—unpredict¬ 
able. In the future, chaos 
theory may cut down on this 
unpredictability, but until 
then, understanding the 
initial conditions is probably 
the best we can do toward 
predicting weather—read 
that: predicting wind. 

The initial condition 
necessary for wind is 
contrast—contrast in air 
mass, pressure, temperature, 
or density. You find this in 
the upper atmosphere and, 
for most of the U. S., it occurs 
most often in spring and fall. 



The south shore of Maui with 40+ mph winds . 


The "jet stream" is a band 
of high wind that circles the 
globe. It is created out of the 
contrast between cool polar 
air and milder midlatitude 
air. This band migrates north 
in summer and south in 
winter. In spring and fall, it's 
in a middle position, strad¬ 
dling the United States from 
west to east. This band 
actually stays in the same 
position relative to the sun; it 



The "jet stream" greatly affects wind intensity and direction. 



I f God had created the ulti¬ 
mate windsurfing animal, its 
skin would have probably 
been reptilian. The chronic 
exposure to ultraviolet radia¬ 
tion (UVR) required of 
windsurfing gives humans 
reptilianlike leathered and 
weatherbeaten skin, not to 
mention skin cancers, cataracts, 
and immune system problems. 

These effects can be mini¬ 
mized, and while the safety rules 
have been drummed into us for 
years, the myths still persist. 
Among the most common: 

Suntan preparations in¬ 
crease your tan . There is no 
product that enhances the tan¬ 
ning reaction. Quick-tan lo¬ 
tions contain a dye that gives a 
hue to the skin, offers no sun 
protection and is washed off the 
skin in a few days. 

Remaining in the shade will 
prevent sunburn . Reflected and 
scattered sunlight will cause a 
skin response in about double 
the time of direct sunlight. For 


this reason, a hat is inadequate 
sole protection for the face. 

it is difficult to get sunburned 
on a cloudy day . No, it's not. 
You can receive, on a cloudy 
day, 70 percent of the UVR 
present on a clear day. In addi¬ 
tion, clouds filter out infrared 


medicine 


radiation that normally cause 
the sensation of heat, increas¬ 
ing the risk of overexposure. 

Water increases the risk of 
sunburn . Actually, water is a 
very poor reflector, reflecting 
one to five percent of UVR. 

Sunscreens with a higher SPF 


than 15 protect you better than 
those with SPF 15. The race for 
the highest SPF is an advertis¬ 
ing gimmick. In tests, sunscreens 
claiming SPF greater than 15 
didn't provide any greater pro¬ 
tection than the SPF 8-15 group. 

Forget the myths and re¬ 
member the rules. Ifyouarethe 
type who rarely tans and usu¬ 
ally bums, don't indulge in pro¬ 
longed sunbathing, and wear 
SPF 10-15 sunscreen daily from 
mid-April through October. If 
your skin is less sensitive, use 
an SPF 10 sunscreen or more. 
By the way, tightly woven 
clothing such as Spandex/Lycra 
offer effective UVR protection. 

Sunscreens do reduce tan¬ 
ning, but permit it at a slower 
pace. Get sunscreens resistant 
to water and sweat, but be¬ 
ware—some water-resistant, 
high-SPF products will coat your 
boom grips with slime. Ask 
your local shop for sunscreen 
recommendations .—Eric Kim, 
M.D. 
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west, get out your small sails 
and be ready for a southeast 
wind building and changing 
to the southwest. After the 
wave passes over, the wind 
will switch to the north¬ 
west .—Mike Kinnicutt 


ROAD TO THE OLYMPICS 


SURPRISES IN MIAMI 

T hings were somewhat 
topsy-turvy in the first 
big Lechner event of the 
season. The top American 


BOBRD BRIEFS 

is the earth's axial inclination 
to the sun that changes with 
the seasons. 

In the chaos that is our 
atmosphere, the jet stream 
rarely flows in a straight line. 
It meanders back and forth 
like a river, and it's the 
curves that cause wind at 
ground level. 

Just as with flowing 
water, a change of wind 
direction in the jet stream 
causes eddies (whirlpools). 
These reach down to the 
earth's surface while the 
main flow stays above us. As 
shown in the diagram, the 
eddies cause air from the 
north to flow south, and air 
from the south to flow north. 
Since northern air is cooler 
than southern air, we have 
an increase in temperature 
contrast from west to east. 
These surface contrasts are 
called fronts, and they 
reinforce the circulation of 


7990, Jayne Fenner is showing signs of her'89 national championship form . 


the eddy—and produce what 
we're all looking for, wind. 

The wind direction 
depends on your location on 
the eddy circle. The eddies 
and jet stream waves move 
from west to east, so the 
speed of movement will 
determine wind duration. 
The wind strength is deter¬ 
mined by the distance 
between the eddy centers 
and the air pressure at the 
centers. In the diagram, 
points A and C are high- 


pressure (clockwise circula¬ 
tion), and point B is low- 
pressure (counter-clockwise 
circulation). The closer the 
centers are, or the stronger 
the pressure difference, the 
stronger the wind. 

You would have to find a 
TV weather station that 
shows jet streams to antici¬ 
pate this situation. Even a 
small wave on the jet stream 
can cause a surface eddy. If 
you see the trough of a big 
wave approaching from the 
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Doug Hunt, one of the best sailors of the early '80s, 
prepares for the 1980 Pan-Am race. Hunt probably 
would have been one of the favorites had he not been 
using the latest in "boogie foam technology* sailboards 
from designer Mickey Fremont. 


male and female racers from 
last year finished relatively 
low, and two Florida west 
coast sailors—a male and a 
female—who were out of the 
picture last year, suddenly 
showed themselves to be 
genuine contenders for 
America's two Olympic 
boardsailing spots. 

Winds were light for the 
Miami Olympic Classes 
Regatta, held January 23-27— 
between five and 12 mph, 
similar to what's expected in 
Barcelona next year. Racers 
from seven countries entered, 
and for the Canadians, it was 
the trials for the Pan Ameri¬ 
can Games. 

The Canadian men raced 
like it, too. Greg Fenton of 
Toronto won the meet 
convincingly, taking the last 
three of the seven races. He 
sailed on a new board and 
seemed to have found his 
groove. Fenton's teammate, 
Murray McCaig came in 
third. McCaig trains hard— 
very hard—and came into 


this season about eight 
pounds lighter than last. 
Second spot went to World 
Cup racer Mike Gebhardt, 
who did very little Lechner 
racing last year. He hasn't 
lost his Olympic touch, it's 
clear. 

Coming in fourth was 
Sean Hawes of St. Peters¬ 
burg, Florida. Hawes hadn't 
raced on this beat since the 
1988 Olympic Trials, but 
looked very sharp. We may 
very well see more of him 
this year. 

Behind Hawes was Scott 
Steele, who dominated the 
American men last year, and 
who was among the top 
international racers. Steele 
said he was rusty and slow, 
and made mental errors— 
and vowed to be better 
prepared next time around. 

Last year three women 
stood clearly above the rest 
of the American sailors— 
Wendy Thomson, Lanee 
Butler, and Kathy Chapin, in 
that order. Butler and 


Chapin finished first and 
second in Miami, winning 
the six women's races 
between them (Butler won 
four). Thomson finished 
fifth, but predicted better 
races ahead. 


Finishing third was Jayne 
Fenner of Sarasota, Florida. 
Fenner won the nationals in 
1989 but had a mediocre 
1990. It will be interesting to 
see if she can inch her way 
into the top group this year. ■ 


Take The Tech. 

dotheart. 


THE BARE EXPOSURE SERIES. 

Bore's boardsailing R&D test riders spend 
100% of their season in neoprene of one 
thickness or another. Satisfying their demands 
involves combining the best construction 
and materials available and incorporating 
uncompromising attention to functional 
features-nothing less will do. 

Construction is all glued, blindstitched & heat 
taped, using varying thickness of Bareskin 1- & 
Nylon II for maximum heat retention, comfort 
& durability. 

ARCTIC EXPOSURE 

• 4/3 Drysuit 
EXTREME EXPOSURE 

• 4/3 Steamer 
DUAL EXPOSURE 

• 3/2 Convertible Sleeve Steamer 
TROPIC EXPOSURE 

•3/2 Spring Suit 


EXPOSURE SERIES FEATURES. 

Boardsailers will appreciate: 

• BARESKIN 1 * for warmth and durability 

• all glued & blindstitched construction 

• chafe-free dry-taped upper body seams 

• roomy shoulders & oversized forearms 

• embossed, contoured & adjustable collars 

• preformed elbows & knees 

• gosket seals on short sleeves & legs 

• integrated tuck-in seals at wrists 
& ankles (on drysuit) 

• doubleseolin jflaps on back zippers 

• VEE-LOCIC* ankle closures 

• DURASHIN* molded lower leg protection 

• over the shoulder impact-protected dry-zip, 
system on Arctic Exposure 

• available in Men's XS-XXl, including MT, 
Womens' 6-14, Juniors' 8-14 (Steamer only) 


For more info & the name of the 
BARE dealer in your area call: 604-533-7848 
























German technology 


rocket science. On IMitV 
given us Porsche. And on 


response more than Robby Naish. That's why he owns a Porsche 

and a Mistral. And since the earth'is two-thirds water, his Mistral 

^ . \ v 

can take him further, faster. V ^ w 

So if you're looking for the best'performance on land, see 
your Porsche dealer. If you're looking for 
the best performance on water,'see your 
Mistral dealer. But if you're looking for 


- mistral 

Bring Your Technique 
To Our Technology. 


him could be rather difficult 


7222 Parkway Dr^ Dorsey. MD 21076(301) 796-4755 
In Canada: 55 Skagway A ve^Scarborougk Ontario 
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The Fin & Sail Connection 


D 


1 oes this sound familiar? You're at 
) your favorite sailing spot, and the 
wind picks up. You hold your 
H sail as long as possible, but soon 
you can no longer remain in control. 
Your natural reaction is to rig down, 
which is probably the smart thing to do, 
but it may not be the only thing you 
need to do. 

When the wind picks up at a 
professional event, the sailors often 
change fins rather than rig a smaller sail. 
However, this isn't a method that's 
strictly for racers: Recreational sailors 
can often get more control from chang¬ 
ing a fin rather than going to a smaller 
sail. Conversely, when the wind drops 
and you need a little more lift, again, 
don't be in a rush to change your sail— 
switching to a bigger fin could solve the 
problem. 

Fins are as important for control and 
lift as the sail. When the difference in 
wind speed is only a matter of a couple 
of knots, a mere fin change can do the 
trick. If it's control you need, throw on 
a slightly smaller fin with more rake. If 
you need a little more lift, then a bigger, 
more vertical fin is the call. Don't 
always look to your sail for control and 
lift solutions. Fins keep the sail in 
balance, so the two must relate. We 
asked two top pros their outlook on this 
subject, one with a slalom and course 
board background an another 
with surfsailing in mind. 


TREVOR BAYLIS, OWNER/ 
DESIGNER, WADDELL SAILS, 
TOP RACER 

I probably change fins more than I 
change sails. When I have my 5.2 and 
5.7 sail rigged up. I'll also have three or 
four fins ready to go. 

You can extend your sail range 
dramatically through your choice of 
fins. A small fin that keeps the board in 
the water lets you get away with a 



comfortable only when you're going 
upwind or going slow. On reaches, the 
board will want to rail up and do the 
Marlin (tailwalk). However, if the draft 
of your sail is moving all around, the 
sail is distorting, and it feels like all the 
pull is on your back hand, your sail is 
probably too big. 

You know your fin is too small when 
the windward rail keeps dropping into 
the water, or the board won't get up on 
the fin and fly—it's a fine line. 


Dave Kalama 


you want big fins. When you use 
smaller sails, or are just beam reaching 
back and forth at Mach speed, you want 
smaller fins. 

My fin for a 5.2 can vary from 10.5 to 

12.25 inches depending on what I want 
to do. Fins for my 5.7 go from 11.5 to 

13.25 inches, with the midsized one 
naturally best for all-around sailing on 
the sail size. 

Fortunately, I'm familiar enough 
with my equipment to know exactly 
which fin to use, given the conditions or 
the type of sailing I want to do. But, for 
those people less familiar with their 
gear, there are signs that indicate the 


bigger sail. Fin size is based on how fast need for a fin change. When you feel 
you're going, which is only loosely overpowered, decide liow you are 


DAVE KALAMA, WINNER OF 
THE 1990 MARUI/O'NEILL 
MAUI INVITATIONAL 

Of course I recommend changing fins 
to suit conditions, but that doesn't mean 
at every sail size. I use the same fin 
from 5.3 to 4.2. Sometimes I'll use a 
bigger fin with my 5.3 if it's really light, 
or I'll switch to a smaller fin if the surf is 
small, so I can make tighter turns. If the 
waves are really big, I need the drive 
and stability a bigger fin provides. The 
only time I use a big fin is when it's 
really light. 

I'd say changing your fin is most 
important when you're sailing in really 
o extreme conditions or very light 
conditions. When it's really light, you 
want to use a bigger fin to help with 
your acceleration and directional 
stability. When it's windy, you don't 
need so many directional characteristics 
because you have the speed to get 
where you want, but you need control, 
so you can use a smaller fin with less 
drag. 

My tendency is to use the smallest fin 
I can get away with because it gives me 
turning advantages, but I'm a wave 
rider, and my whole emphasis is on 
turning. 

For myself, I know what conditions 
make me change my fin. It's a premedi¬ 
tated decision, so I don't really look for 
symptoms marking a need for a fin 
change. Normally, I can use a smaller 
fin because the Kalama Hawaiian Fin I 


based rTn vour sail size Fin size and sail overpowered. If your board is out of use is really basey at the bottom for 

tional. It really depends on what kind pK^T*«toum 
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TUDOR 


THE WATCH 
THAT'S BUILT TO 
WORKWHEREVER 
YOU PLAY 

Whether racing in a heated One-Design 
competition or simply out searching for 
that rare blend of perfect wind, sea, sun 
and sailboard, the sport of windsurfing 
demands skill and endurance f style and 
grace. Natural characteristics of the 
Tudor Oyster Submariner, Mini-Sub 
and Lady-Sub. Self-winding and 
pressure-proof down to 660 feet in their 
rugged Oyster eases designed by 
Rolex. Available in stainless steel or 
stainless steel and gold. 

Only at your Official Rolex Jeweler 


For a brochure, write Rolex Watch II S A Inc.. 665 5th Avenue. New York NY too ’' 




Haul in your old sail to a participating UP Sails Dealer and get a $50 minimum guaranteed trade-in allowance to ward the purchase 
of any 1991 Ultra Profile Sail. The trade-in allowance is issued at time of purchase. This offer available exclusively at the partici¬ 
pating UP Dealers Listed Below, limited Time Offer from April 1st to June 1, 1991. 


ALABAMA 
Wind N Wave 
Mobile 
205-478-6200 

ARIZONA 
Arizona Fun Sports 
Tcmpe 

602-829-8805 

CALIFORNIA 
Any Mountain 
Cone Madera 
415-9274)170 

Any Mountain 
San Ramonc 
415-275-1010 

Any Mountain 

Cupenino 

408-255-6466 

City Front Sailboards 
San Francisco 
415-929-SURF 

River Run Sailboards 
Islcton 

916-777-6775 

Sausalito Sailboards 

Sausatiio 

415-331-9463 

UP Sports of Newport 
Newport Beach 
714-631-4108 

COLORADO 
Larson's Ski & Sport 
Wheal Ridge 
303-4234)654 

Wonder Windsurfing 

Durango 

303-247-1795 

CONNECTICUT 
Aciion Sports 
Branford 
203-481-5511 

Aciion Sports 
Old Sa) brook 
203-388-1291 


NassifTs For Sports 

Willimantic 

203-456-3206 

Sailways 

Fairfield 

203-336-9463 

Sailways of Mystic 
Mystic 

203-5724)727 

DELAWARE 
Sailing Etc. 

Dewey Beach 
302-229-8989 

FLORIDA 
Blue water Marine 
Miami 

305-858-3034 

Calvert Sailing 

Islamorada 

305-664-9494 

Funboards 
Del Ray Beach 
407-272-3036 

G.R. Sailboats 
Naples 

818-793-2012 

Inncrlight 

Panama Cily Beach 
904-235-3243 

Native Surf & Sail 
Jupilcr 

407-744-8340 

Obsession Waicrsports 
Dania 

305-921-5802 

Ocean Blvd. Sailboards 

Sarasota 

813-349-3828 


Sandy Point Sailboards 
Holly Hill 
9W-255-4977 


Surf & Sail 
Pensacola Beach 
904-932-7873 

Tackle Shack 
Pinellas Park 
813-546-5080 

Totally Windsurfing 
St. Petersburg Beach 
813-367-7059 

Upwind Surfing 
Miami 

305-374-5321 

Windsurfing Melbourne 

Melbourne 

407-984-3766 

Windsurfing Orange Park 
Orange Park 
904-272-9176 

Windsurfing Orlando 

Orlando 

407-857-8790 

Windsurfing Place 
Miami 

305-361-1225 

Windsurfing Sanibel 
Sanibcl Island 
813-4724)123 

GEORGIA 
Go With The Flow 
Roswell 
404-992-3200 

IOWA 

Wind & Water 

Johnston 

515-270-1591 


Windward Sports 

Chicago 

312-472-6868 

INDIANA 
Outpost Sports 
Mishawaka 
219-259-1000 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Cape Sailboards 
Falmouth 
508-540-8800 

Madd Mike's 
Boston 

617-451-6181 

Sound Sailboard 

Hyannis 

508-771-3388 

MARYLAND 
Baltimore Boardsailing 
Timonium 
301-666-9463 

Blue Wind Waicrsports 

California 

301-737-2713 

Sailing Etc. 

Ocean Cily 
301-723-1144 

Windsurfing Annapolis 

Annapolis 

301-970-8092 

Windsurfing Unlimited 

Bethesda 

301-951-0705 


MICHIGAN 
Washtenaw Windsurfing 
Whitmore Lake 
313-449-2990 


Sailboard Warehouse 
St. Paul 
612-482-9995 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Kitty Hawk Sports 
Nags Head 
919-441-4124 

Kilty Hawk Sports 
Avon 

919-995-5000 

Ship's Store 
Wilmington 
919-256-4445 

NEVADA 
McGhics Ski Chalet 
Las Vegas 
702-732-7222 

NEW JERSEY 
Cury’s Sport Shop 
Ramsey 
201-327-4361 

Island Surf & Sail 
Brant Beach 
609-494-5553 

NEW MEXICO 
Santa Fc Windsurfing 
Santa Fe 
505-986-1611 

NEW YORK 
Delta Knolls Sports 
Rome 

315-339-1280 

Island Windsurfing 
New York 
212-744-2000 

Quantum Leap Sailboards 

Pittsford 

716-248-3150 

Sailways of South Hampton 
S. Hampton 
516-283-9463 

OHIO 

North Coast Windsurfing 

Vermilion 

216-967-3493 


OREGON 

Front Street Sailboards 
Hood River 
503-3866086 

Ski Rack 
Beaverton 
503-643-7300 

PENNSYLVANIA 
C B. Ent Boat Rental 
Downington 
215-458-5298 

Centre Marine 
State College 
814-238-5328 

Shanks Marc 
York 

717-8463132 

RHODE ISLAND 
Board Shop 
E. Greenwich 
401-884-2005 

Island Windsurfing I 

Middletown 

401-8464421 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Windsurfing Hilton Head 
Hilton Head Island 
803-6866996 

TEXAS 

M.D. Surf N Skate 
Corpus Chrisli 
512-854-7873 

Mariner Sails 
Dallas 

214-241-1498 

Sail & Ski 
Austin 

512-258-0733 


Windsurfing Gale 

Houston 

713-529-9002 

Wild Wind Sports 
San Angelo 
915-949-6127 

VIRGINIA 
Buckroc Waicrsports 
Hampton 
804-728-9107 

Chicks Beach Sailing Cntr 
Virginia Beach 
804-481-3067 

WASHINGTON 
Dual Sports/Siurtcvanis 
Bellevue 
206454-6465 

Kitsap Sports 

Bremerton 

206479-3181 

WISCONSIN 
Aquatic World 
Oconomowol 
414-567-7245 

BJ Sportshop 

Minocqua 

715-3563900 

Flying Fish Sailboards 

Madison 

608-251-4500 

Sail Dubay 

Mosincc 

715-341-3647 

South Port Rigging 

Kenosha 

414-652-5434 


Ski Skcllar Sports 
Midland 

915-697-0427 „ - n 

Distributed By: 
BIC Sport USA 
565 BIC Drive 
Milford, CT 06460 
203 783 2500 


ILLINOIS 
Offshore Marine 
Chicago 
312-549-1199 


MAINE 
Port Sports 
Portland 
207-775-6080 


Sailboard Center 

Sebastian 

407-589-2671 


Offshore Marine 
Vernon Hills 
312-362-4880 


MINNESOTA 
Bavarian Surf 
Excelsior 
612-474-2885 


by license of UP Sp 0 ' 1 *’ ^ 


UP b a registered trademark of UP Sports, Inc. and usage 









PERFORMANCES 




\JRA PROfU SAILS 


Distributed by: 

Bic Sport USA, Inc. 
565 Bic Drive 
Milford. CT 06460 
Phone:203-783-2500 


With its LOCKED DRAFT on the leading edge by two 
(ambers above the boom, the Slalom Racing Van Den 
Berg gives maximum racing speed. You can't win a race 
without completing the jibes. This is the reason why UP 
decided against using a camber under the boom which 
reduces the case in handling. The CLOSED FOOT 
ANGLE was designed to stick perfectly to the deck 
during navigation, thus forcing the flow into the profile 
without hindering the attack angle during jibes. A tight 
leech on the bottom, but very loose on top provides 
power up wind os a DYNAMIC TWIST in gusts. 

Having constant power control allows you to sail 
through a wide range of conditions and attain the 
highest speed in reaches. The new monofilm gives total 
COURSE VISION and absolute control of the race. 


Product Inlormation 9 


BIC Sport Canada 

9300 Ouest, Boulevard Henri-Bourassa, 
Ville St. Laurent, Quebec H4S 1L5 
Phone:514-339-1970 


WORLD CUP SERIES 

sm but, ui. m 

BOUHMiMIH 

SLALOM RACING - VAN DEN BERG. 
This sail is powerful and fast in both 
reaches and up wind. The perfectly 
balanced Slalom Racing Van Den Berg 
is the result of the UP research team 
and engineers. This is the ultimate 
weapon for winning a slalom or 


UP is a registered trademark of UP Sports, Inc. and usage by license of UP Sports, Inc. 
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by Bruce Peterson 


Course-slalom racing: 
speed upwind 

I f you have spent any time on a 
slalom board, at some point you 
may have found yourself pointing 
HI upwind as hard as you can, only to 
have another sailor blow past, sailing 
markedly higher and faster. Similarly, 
anyone who has entered a course-slalom 
race quickly understands that some 
sailors are distinctly more skilled when 
sailing to windward. 

In any course race, the windward 
legs are the most critical, and therefore, 
reaching the weather mark in good 
position will significantly affect your 
finishing position. Finding a fast 
windward speed groove takes time and 
practice. 

This article will cover techniques for 
sailing higher and faster on a slalom 
board. Although these techniques 
pertain to upwind performance on a 
sailboard; you don't have to be a racer 
to appreciate them. And naturally, you 
can maximize your upwind potential by 
combining the best course-slalom 
equipment with the latest techniques. 

EQUIPMENT 

Course-slalom does have unique 
prerequisites. A steady 15 knots or 
lightly scattered white-capping is the 
breakaway point where slalom boards 
become competitive with the longer 
course boards. However, the wind 
speed threshold for slalom boards to be 
competitive upwind is steadily lowering 
as equipment and techniques become 
more refined. The most significant 
equipment changes in the last 18 
months have been derived from, and are 
directly applicable to, course-slalom 
racing. So, the newer your equipment, 
the greater your chance of success. 

To make a slalom board point high 
you must be planing and, ideally, well- 
powered. The prerequisites are a high- 
volume board, a large, pointer-style fin, 
and a cambered racing sail. For lighter 
winds (13 to 18 knots), a board in the 
9'2" to 9'6" range is best, while in 18 to 


Getting To The Point 



Bruce Peterson displays the proper 
upwind stance . His legs are slightly bent , 
he's leaning forward to keep the board 
on the water , and his sail is raked back . 
Note how his body is twisted and facing 
forward, while he is hanging his weight 
from the boom. 

25 knots, 9'0" boards are very common. 
Beyond 25 knots, board size does not 
decrease as rapidly as one might think; 
rarely is a board below 8'8" effective for 
fast upwind performance. 

The fastest course-slalom boards are 
usually made with epoxy and composite 
construction to optimize the strength-to- 
weight ratio. The maximum volume 
distribution is best based aft to increase 
planing potential. 

Fin size ranges from 15 inches (for 
very light air) to 11 inches (for very 
strong winds). All good course-slalom 
fins have low-rake, high-aspect plan 
shapes for maximum lift potential. Fin 
size relates very closely to the sail size 
and should be increased or decreased 
according to sail changes. Trying to 
point with a fin that's too large for the 
conditions can be detrimental to your 
speed to weather, as it will cause the 
board to point too high and slow down. 

A fin that is too small is equally disas¬ 
trous because it lacks the necessary lift 
to point effectively. 

Sail selection varies from sailor to 


sailor, but in general, to point upwind 
effectively, the sail must feel "big" on a 
beam reach where you are powered 
most. Then, when you point the board 
up into the wind, you'll have the ability 
to luff very high onto the wind with a 
lot of power. 

The latest cambered race sail designs 
have evolved to meet the requirements 
of course-slalom racing and high-speed 
power blasting. Their noteworthy 
features are a higher aspect ratio, 
additional camber inducers, and 
improved twist, all of which combine to 
enhance the top-end speed on all points 
of sail. The additional cambers stabilize 
the leading edge to better resist load 
g distortion at high speed and when 
^ sailing to windward. The improve- 
| ments to twist have reduced drag and 
° increased the overall efficiency of the 
sails to broaden the wind speed range— 
a very necessary requirement in a long 
course race where conditions often 
change. 

Recent innovative designs attempted 
to adapt mast tracks, adjustable fins, 
and other variable geometry designs to 
course-slalom equipment. However, 
engineering problems and operational 
difficulties limited the spread of these 
systems. The current course-slalom 
state of the art has settled back to a 
refined version of the fixed-rig concept. 
Time is precious when racing and 
seconds lost while fiddling with 
equipment midrace translates into lost 
positions at the finish. 

Many factors affect the balance of a 
sailboard, even if you exclude actual 
brands of equipment. Significant 
settings to upwind performance are 
boom height, mast step position, 
harness line balance, downhaul trim, 
outhaul trim, footstrap tension, and of 
course, your size and weight. 

Rigging and tuning your equipment 
for peak performance requires careful 
forethought and testing in order to 
achieve the correct balance that will 
allow you to sail quickly and comfort¬ 
ably. Follow the sailmakers'recom¬ 
mended tuning and trimming metho s 
to get the best tensioning settings for 
your particular rig. 
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The WINNER TIMING SYSTEM is back, and it’s better! 



Every time you hit the water, 
there’s someone gunning for you. 
Where do you settle it? 

At the speed check. 


New features this year include: 
TWO SCOREBOARDS, one on the 
water, and one on the beach. 
HANDICAP SCORING, with results at 
one event directly comparable to 
the results at every other. 


SCHEDULE 


March 30 — April 7 
Any Mountain Spood Trial 
Doran Beach, Bodoga Bay, CA 
Any Mountain, 408/255-6162 


April 13 - 21 

South Padro Island Spood Trial 

Tho Ditch, Port Isabol, TX 

SPI Visitors Bureau, 800/343 — 2368 


April 26 - 28 
Holy Cow! Spood Check 
Kalmus Beach, Hyanls, MA 
Madd Mido's, 617/451-6181 




May 3-5 

Sailing, Etc. Spood Chock 
47th St. Baysldo, Ocean City, MD 
Sailing, Etc. 301/723-1144 


May 10 - 12 

Carolina Spood Trials 

Fort Fishor Basin, Wilmington, h 

Tho Ship's Storo, 919/256-444J 


# 


May 18 - 20 

Corpus Chrlstl Spood Chock 

Bird Island Basin, Corpus Christ!, TX 

Elalno Motl, 512/937-6193 


May 31 - Juno 2 

• Xstroamllne Spood Chock 

Cabrlllo Boach, San Podro, CA 
Xstroamllno Sports, 213/518-1972 


# 


Juno 7-9 

Wost Coast Boardsallor Spood Chock 
San Luis Rosorvoir, Santa Nolla, CA 
Any Mountain, 408/255-6162 


# 


Juno 14 - 16 

Hood River Spood Chock 
Event Sito, Hood River, OR 
Marsha, 503/386-9099 
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LIGHT IS RIGHT! 

MADE IN U.S.A. 

3575 23rd Ave. South #107 
Lake Worth, FL 33461 
PH (407)585-5033 FAX (407)585-0275 
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The start of a course-slalom race isn't as critical to nail as that or a 

race, but it is much more radical. The key to a good coiyrse-s/o/om s 9 

clean air—no easy task; as you can see from looking at this Aloha 


begins. The debate between sailing 
higher and slower vs. lower and faster 
rages on, with no definitive rules 
applying other than "sail as high and 
fast as you can." A compromise exists 
between speed and angle of attack to 
yield the best VMG (velocity made 
good) to windward. Developing a feel 
for this takes practice with other sailors. 

Sailing stance is very significant to 
windward speed. Lean forward to drive 
the board into the water and twist your 
body to face forward while you hold the 
sail raked back to close the gap. Hang 
your weight from the booms, but be 
sensitive to the sail's angle of attack. 
Keep your legs slightly bent, acting as 
shock absorbers, to maintain even fin 
pressure and board contact with the 
water. In lighter winds, stand forward 
with only your front foot in the strap. 

As the wind increases and stronger sail 
and fin pressure develop, move back 
into the rear strap. 

Finding the correct rocker angle that 
your board balances at is very critical. 
This involves experimenting with the 
mast step position and boom height to 
find a comfortable stance from which to 
manipulate the board, sail, and fin. The 
two are related: When the mast step is 
forward, the booms need to be higher; 
when the mast step is back, the booms 
need to be lower, to achieve a comfort¬ 
able height when raked back. In 
extreme circumstances, perhaps some 
new footstrap positions will help you 
achieve the best stance on the board. 

Controlling the leeward tilt of the 
board is also vital to maintaining good 
windward performance. When you 
have a large upright fin, especially at 
higher speeds, the fin tends to lift or 
plane up to one side or the other. It is 


THE START 

To start fast upwind you need clean, 
steady air. Keep this in mind when you 
plan your starting maneuvers. The 
typical course-slalom start is like a 
stampede, so try to leave a buffer space 
ahead in which to accelerate. 

Invariably, the fleet's approach to the 
start line gets pushed by a few anxious 
racers to the point where the earliest 
sailors must slow down to avoid going 
over early. Often, you can make a good 
start by hanging back while the pack 
bunches up at the line, then coming in at 
full bore and finding a hole to break 
through. Keep in mind that the overtak¬ 
ing boat must keep dear and has no 
rights coming from behind in a collision. 
Also be very aware of the extreme 
potential for collisions when both ends 
of the start line are equally favored and 
the fleet splits for the start. Port tack 
starters have no rights, but just the 
same, conflicting courses often develop 
faster than either sailor can avoid. 

Course-slalom racing evolved as a 
marriage of the fast off-the-wind slalom 
race and the longer, windward/leeward 
course race. Typically, it consists of two 
or more laps, the longer course allowing 
for recovery from a tactical miscalcula¬ 
tion or a bad start. Coming off the start 
line at full speed at the gun is a great 
advantage to your overall windward 
performance, but unlike slalom raring, 
the start is not as decisive to the 
outcome of the race. Nonetheless, a 
good start can make the difference 
between fighting from behind or 
holding off the pack. 


THE BEAT 

Once you have broken free into clean 
air, the subtle trim of board, sail, and fin 
















Peterson, on the left (KC 21), has broken free of the start pack and is in clean air 
heading up to the mark. Notice how some sailors are pointing higher than others, 
trying to lock into the perfect mix of pointing and speed. 


critical to allow the fin to only lift to 
windward; you must actually steer the 
fin upwind. Hold down the leeward 
rail by pointing the toes of your back 
foot while lifting up with your front 
foot. Stay off your heels. In lighter 
winds, this can be achieved with only 
the front foot in the straps and the back 
foot positioned over the upper radius of 
the rail. 

Correct footstrap tension, especially 
for the rear strap, is critical. The 
footstraps must be tight enough to allow 
direct transfer of load from your foot to 
the fin, but not so tight that your foot 
comes out in rough conditions. 

As the water gets rougher, the fastest 
upwind sailors keep their boards on the 
water. Try to keep your upper body still 
and absorb the wave action with your 
legs. Minimize your upper-body 
movements to reduce disruptions to the 
airflow over the sail. If taking some air 
is inevitable, try to pre-jump the wave to 
minimize its vertical effect on your 
horizontal speed—and keep the sail 
sheeted in to avoid getting slammed. 

As with any course race, positioning 
for the best wind is vital. Tacking with 
the wind shifts is still a tactical factor. If 
the wind drops, bearing off just slightly 
to maintain speed is always a better 
alternative to holding a high course and 
coming off a plane. Don't sail into a big 
header or wind hole unless such a 
course is necessary to make a buoy. 

One of the most significant concepts 
to understand about maintaining a 
constant high-speed course to wind¬ 
ward is correct sail trim. Don't stall the 
sail. When the airflow breaks away 
from the sail (stall), your board speed 
drops away dramatically, and with it 
goes your ability to point high. To 


regain momentum upwind, you must 
then adjust your course by bearing off 
slightly to re-establish the airflow 
attachment (sail power) and build up 
speed before turning back upwind. 

If the cause of the stall is a balance 
problem, then the sail is quite likely to 
stall again and again. This sets up an 
erratic S-turn-like course to windward 
as you foot off, then turn back up, then 
foot off, then turn back up, unable to 
find a constant windward track. 

Here's an effective method of 
balancing your harness lines to help 
avoid stalling the sail. Find the point 
where the lines are balanced when fully 
powered on a reach, then move the rear 
end of the line slightly forward (about 
an inch) so that the line balances only 
about 80 percent of the sail's force. This 
leaves the remaining 20 percent to 
"manual" trim. The results are two¬ 
fold: Stalling the sail by unconscious 
over-sheeting is less likely; and by 
manually trimming the final sheeting 
angle, changes in wind speed or 
direction can easily be felt and adjusted 
to. 

Much can be learned and evaluated 
from methodical experimentation on 
your equipment. If you are serious 
about your sailing and interested in 
learning more, take the time to explore 
your equipment's potential and your 
own skills. Make changes slowly, one at 
a time, so you can isolate the effects. 

The best results will come when you test 
your gear with other enthusiastic 
sailors. ■ 


Bruce Peterson, sail designer and co¬ 
owner of Sailworks International, is a part- 
time World Cup racer, and is sponsored by 
Roberts Boards and Longrider wetsuits. 
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WARNING: Eating PowerBars may 
make you feel stronger, sail harder 
and perform outrageously better! 


®1990Powrioodlnc. 


POWER 

Boardsail 
Food 


$1.69 each 
$18/doan 
Protein: 10 q. 
Fat less than 2 g. 
Carbohydrate: 40 g. 


Your body 
takes even more 
pounding than your 
equipment. PowerBar is 
premium fuel for the human en¬ 
gine. Raises and sustains energy 
levels with no highs or lows, so 
you can perform at your best. 


PowerBar * 


Fuel for Optimum Performance 


Delicious tasting, sustained 
energy in a convenient, healthy 
bar made with NO oils or added 

fats. Durable waterproof mylar 
wrapping: just tuck a PowerBar 
inside your wetsuit and you're 
set for hours of optimum 
energy. Also ideal as a healthy 
snack or meal replacement. 


At boardsail and athletic shops. 
For nearest dealer call: 

800 - 444-5154 

Retailer inquiries 
welcomed. 


MAY 


J 9 9 1 











by Cort Lamed 


Take The Jolt Out Off Jibing 


Six keys to eliminating 
bouncing out 
in choppy conditions 

I love watching good waterskiers 
crank their turns and shoot spray 
30 feet in the air—it looks so cool. 
BUS But did you ever notice that you 
hardly see anyone waterskiing when it's 
windy? That's because it's hard for a 
skier to lay the ski's edge in when 
bouncing through the chop. 
Windsurfers have a similar problem— 
it's harder to jibe in choppy water than 
in flat water. But windsurfers, unlike 
waterskiers, usually don't have flat 
water to sail in. We need wind, and 
w'hen it's windy, the water gets 
choppy... and when it's windier, the 
water's choppier. It's a nasty Catch-22. 

There are exceptions. I've heard 
sailors who are just learning to jibe brag 
about how', during a recent trip to 
Aruba, they were cranking their jibes, 
shooting up spray, and feeling like 
heroes. But back home, when these 
sailors tiy to show their friends what 
kind of star they are, they flounder and 
flop like a wounded fish. They desper¬ 
ately insist that they were making 100 
percent of their jibes in Aruba. So what 
happened? Does air travel make you 
forget jibing technique? No, it's just that 
in Aruba the wind blow's offshore and 
the water is consistently flat. It's simply 
much harder to jibe in choppy water. 

So how do you jibe in the chop? Here 
are the keys to not bouncing out. 

Board setup. I've sailed boards that 
didn't jibe at all. The problem wasn't so 
much a matter of the board's shape; it 
was more in how the board was set up. 
That is, where the footstraps, fin, and 
mast step w'ere positioned. 

The most critical of the three is the 
footstraps. I measure off the centerline 
from the tail to the back inserts of the 
front footstrap. If it's 32 inches from the 
tail, the board should easily jibe. If it's 
29 inches, the board may become 
bouncy when jibing—you might not be 
able to get enough weight forward to set 



The setup for the turn is often the kev to 
not bouncing out. Be sure to unhook 
early and keep an eye on the chop 
pattern , trying to get in sync so you can 
time your turn to take place in between 
chops rather than over them. Finally , get 
your back foot out of the straps well 
before you intend to jibe. This gives you 
time to get set up without worrying or 
looking at your feet. 


Here I'm jibing on the face of the chop, 
rather than over the top of it. See how 
the board's nose is out of the water even 
though I'm leaning forward and keeping 
the rail in. This is because I am on the 
upwind part of the trough , and the nose 
is over the downwind part. 



These pictures illustrate two different but eaually important aspects of body and sail 
positioning. In the left photo, I'm looking through the window of my sail and keeping 1 
my boarain the path I planned for it. The photo on the right shows me keeping my 
head over the board rather than in towara the middle of the turn. Also, I am really 
downward, loading on my booms to keep the nose from bouncing in the chop. In 
both shots, my sail is sheeted in and my m 


knees are bent and forward. 
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When every 
piece counts... 
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the rail correctly. When the straps are 
farther back, a board may seem faster, 
but that positioning may also cause the 
board to bounce out. Bjorn 
Dunkerbeck's front straps are 33 inches 
from the tail—and he is world cham¬ 
pion. 

The exact positioning of the mast 
step and fin is something you'll need to 
work out on each board. I usually put 
my mast step 58 to 60 inches from the 
tail and have the fin's leading edge 
connect with the footstrap's trailing 
edge. (This is for the average nine-foot 
slalom board; wave boards may be 
different.) 

Preparation. Many of you plan your 
jibes something like this: "Well, if I fall 
close to shore, I can stand (as I easily flip 
the sail) and I won't have to do a full 
waterstart. Hopefully, not that many 
people will see me, and maybe they'll 
think I was coming in anyway, or that I 
just ran aground." If this is your 
attitude, you'll never learn to jibe 
correctly. 

The key is to prepare early. You 
should unhook early, then get your back 
foot out of the footstrap and look for the 
right water to jibe in. You also need to 
believe that you'll make the jibe—be 
committed to going for it. If you're 
unsure, you're never going to make 
your jibe. You may be uncertain about a 
successful completion, but you have to 
commit yourself to the correct technique 
and not waffle about whether you 
should start now or wait a couple of 
seconds. Once you start the jibe, follow 
it through until you either crash or 
complete it. 

Plan your path. Your chances for 
success are best if you choose the correct 
course through the water. The key is to 
bank off a wave, not launch yourself off 
it. To bank off a wave, watch the water, 
anticipate the wave's trough, and carve 
the turn in the trough. This is difficult 
in any choppy condition, but at a place 
like the Gorge where the wind direction 
opposes the flow of the river, the chop is 
even tighter and changes more fre¬ 
quently. In Gorge-like conditions, you 
may have to do an even tighter turn, 
and more importantly, you'll need to 
start it on the upwind part of the trough 
and finish it on the downwind part. I 
try to position my body so I can put my 
head under the boom and look through 
the window at the water surface as I 
carve the turn. 

Body position. Your body positioning 
is of utmost importance to the successful 
completion of your jibes. Keep your 
weight forward. It helps to pull down 


on the booms—this downward pull puts 
pressure on the mast, which helps to 
keep the board's nose from bouncing. It 
also gives you something to counterbal¬ 
ance with, which helps your balance. 

Your head should be centered over 
the middle of the board. There is a 
tendency to lean the head into the inside 
of the turn. This is even a bigger 
problem when the turn is tight, and 
usually results in a sailor falling into the 
inside of the turn. 

Try to keep your upper body still and 
let the jolts of crossing the chops be 
absorbed by your legs. Your legs 
control whether the board bounces up 
and down or not. It's up to you to trim 
the board's attitude through the water 
by using your legs as shock absorbers 
and not allowing the board to bounce. 

Sail positioning. Do not let out on the 
sail, which is the tendency when you 
start to bounce. Keep it sheeted in all 
the way through the jibe. Unsheeting 
the sail with your back hand forces you 
to lean back on the board's tail—which 

I Alter a few 
hundred falls, 
you'll get your 
rough wafer jibes 
to a decent level. 

causes you to bounce more. Hold the 
sail in and keep it sheeted in until the 
clew points upwind. This may be one of 
the hardest habits to overcome, but it is 
one of the keys to becoming a better 
jiber. 

Practice. If you want, you can go near 
shore and calculate your falls so that 
they have the least detrimental effect on 
that day's windsurfing experience. Or 
you can just move to Aruba and be a 
flat-water jibing hero. Or you can 
practice the above and, eventually, after 
a few hundred falls, you'll get your 
* rough water jibes to a decent proficiency 
level. 

Jibing in chop, because of its con¬ 
stantly evolving nature, is one of the 
hardest parts of windsurfing to master. 
But when you get it, it's one of the most 
rewarding. ■ 


Former world champion Corf Larned is 
associated with Fin Works, Body Glove, 
Seatrend , Neil Pryde, Robichaud Battens, 
Power Bar, Isuzu, Visual Speed, Speed 
Signs, and WindSurfing magazine. 
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by Ken Winner 


Covering Your Tracks 


Blocking is vital 
to winning the race 


I learned a vital lesson long ago in a 
Windsurfer* Worlds. At the last 
leeward mark of a race, I was in a 
EH secure second place and decided to 
attack the leader aggressively on the last 
beat. I tacked and tacked, 
trying to shake him, but never 
gained an inch. Finally, as we 
approached the finish line 
nearly exhausted from all our 
tacking, up breezes the guy 
who was in third place. We 
had forgotten all about him, so 
he had blithely played the 
shifts, sailed in clean air, and 
avoided unnecessary tacks. 

His result? A regatta-winning 
first place. The lesson? Near 
the end of a race, defend your 
position: Cover! 

Covering is the primary 
defensive move of any board 
in a race. It is making sure that 
you stay between your near¬ 
est competitors and the next 
mark of the course (Fig. 1). If 
you can manage that, then no 
matter how close they get, 
there's just no way the compe¬ 
tition will beat you to the 
mark. 

At the start of that last leg 
in my race, if I had kept an eye 
behind me and stayed be¬ 
tween the third-place guy and 
the finish line, he would have 
had little chance to get past. 


cover is when you engage the opponent 
at close quarters and aggressively 
counter his attempts to pass you. The 
goal here is to slow the opponent and 
limit his tactical and strategic options. 

A loose cover is relatively easy: you 
keep the nearest competitors approxi¬ 
mately to leeward (when going upwind) 
and you tack roughly when they do, 
always making sure that you're between 


TYPES OF COVER 

There are two types of 
cover: loose and close. Loose 
cover is merely making sure 
that you are approximately 
between your nearest com¬ 
petitors and the next mark. 
The goal of a loose cover is to 
make sure that a big wind shift 
(orotherchangethatyou can't 
foresee) doesn't allow the 
competition to slip by. Close 



them and the next mark (Fig. 2). A loose 
cover can be used on downwind legs of 
the race, but be sure to keep your air 
clear while staying to leeward of the 
competition. 

With a close cover, you slow the 
opponent by blocking his wind with 
your sail and giving him dirty air. Of 
course, you can never block his wind 
completely, but simply disturbing it will 
make him fatally slower (Fig. 
3). You limit his tactical and 
strategic options by deciding 
when to give him clear air 
and when not to. 

For example, if you want 
him to sail out to the 
starboard tack lay line, give 
him dirty air on starboard 
tack, but give him clean air 
on port (Fig. 4). 


Covering is making sure that you stay between your 
competitors and the next mark . To cover these four boards, 
stay in the cone. If they split up, stay with the greatest 
threat 


Loose Cover 


FIG. 2 
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The white board has a comfortable lead and is remaining 
roughly between the yellow board and the mark. 


WHEN TO COVER 

When to cover depends 
mainly on whether your 
position is worth defending. 
Normally, you don't cover 
anyone on the first leg of the 
race, before you've had time 
to establish a position. But, 
you almost always cover on 
the last leg—you don't want 
to see your hard-earned 
position worsen in an 
unexpected wind shift. 

During intermediate legs, 
try to pass sailors ahead 
while loosely covering 
anyone behind who poses a 
threat. 

If you're normally at the 
front but find yourself in the 
middle, you should think 
about improving your 
position, not defending it, so 
don't cover. If you find 
yourself ahead of where you 
expected to be, however, it's 
advisable to cover, but try 
not to become overly 
defensive. 

Occasionally, if you're 


trying to win a series or to | 
beat a particular sailor, y° u 1 
may want to cover a 1 
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opponent from the start of the 
race. 

HOW TO COVER 

The type of board you're 
sailing determines how you 
cover. Boards that have a very 
high speed-to-quickness ra¬ 
tio—speed through the water 
vs. quickness to tack, such as 
course-racing and course-sla¬ 
lom boards—are not ideal for 
covering. Don't bother to at¬ 
tempt a close cover when sail¬ 
ing these types of boards; ap¬ 
ply only the loosest of loose 
covers. 

However, boards that have 
a low speed-to-quickness ra¬ 
tio, such as the Mistral Super 
Light and Windsurfer One 
Design, are slow through the 
water and quick to tack. 
Therefore, you won't lose a lot 
when you tack, and you have 
less to gain by concentrating 
purely on speed. You can 
profit by playing the tactical 
games that you would shun 
when on a faster board. 

Wind strength is another 
consideration when deciding 
how to cover. Applying a 
dose cover in very shifty, light, 
or strong winds seldom 
works. Close cover works best 
when the wind is between 5 
and 15. 

Finally, a close cover re¬ 
quires precise handling and 
timing. To give another board 
dirty air, you have to place 
your sail accurately in his 
wind (Fig. 5), and when he 
tacks, you tack, while still 
maintaining the correct posi¬ 
tion. 

Practiring close cover with 
a friend on a couple of Super 
Lights or old Windsurfers is 
great fun. It improves your 
tacking ability and board han¬ 
dling in general; it gives you a 
better sense of what dirty air 
feels like and what you need to 
do to get out of it. But if your 
board handling isn't yet up to 
the task, you're better off ap¬ 
plying loose cover in an actual 
race. 


COVERING A FASTER 
SAILOR 

Don't bother trying to 
cover if you're on a course or 

W I N D S U R F I N G 


Close Cover 


FIG. 3 
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With a close cover, you give your opponent dirty air, which 
will slow hint substantially . 


Limiting Opponent's Options 


WIND 

l 


* WEATHER MARK 


r v 
& 


Hu 


% 






The white board gives the yellow board dirty air on 
starboard tack, but lets him sail in clean air on port, thus 
forcing the yellow board to the starboard layline . 


Close Cover, Timing 


FIG. 5 
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The white board stays close to the yellow board, tacking 
precisely with him and feeding him dirty air. 


FIG. 4 


course-slalom board and 
trying to stay ahead of a 
faster sailor. Instead, concen¬ 
trate on your speed and hit 
the layline accurately; lose as 
little as possible. 

Even if you're on one of 
the slower, more tactical 
boards, you usually have to 
worry about several sailors 
behind you, so covering just 
one won't work. If he's faster 
through the water, you'll just 
have to beat him on the 
shifts. 

If you only have to worry 
about one sailor, then you 
can slap a close cover on him, 
tack when he tacks, and 
prevent his superior speed 
from coming into play by 
making him work in dis¬ 
turbed air. 

COVERING A SAILOR 
GOING THE WRONG 
WAY 

There are two situations 
here to consider: (1) You 
have to cover just one 
opponent; and (2) you have 
to cover several opponents 
who are sailing in different 
directions. 

In the first case, if the guy 
that you have to beat is 
taking off to the left side of 
the course, and it's 2:58 p.m.„ 
and you've sailed the course 
a hundred times, and you 
know for sure that the wind 
always goes right at 3 p.m. 
without fail, then go with 
him anyway, but be sure to 
stay a little to his right. 

In the second case, 
assuming the 3 p.m. wind- 
veer scenario, cover as many 
as you can, but don't get to 
the left of those who go right. 

There is much more to 
covering than what is 
presented in these few, 
mostly windsurfing-specific 
paragraphs—serious racers 
should read a traditional 
yacht-racing manual for 
more complete information 
on this valuable tactic. ■ 

KEN WINNER has spent the 
last 15 years racing, innovating f 
and consulting. He has earned 
numerous world and national 
titles. 
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by Brian Caserio 


The Clew-First Waterstart 
Always Means 
Less Time In The Water 


5 o you're pretty proud of yourself 
now that you've got your 

_waterstarts down, eh? Well I'm 

HH here to stifle any possible over- 
confidence with the news that, just as 
with skinning cats, there's more than 
one way to waterstart. 

The clew-first waterstart is a simple 
maneuver that can be difficult to learn, 
but its usefulness is never-ending. From 
saving fallen jibes, tacks, and tricks, to 
saving yourself and your equipment in 
the surf, this backward waterstart will 
always result in less time in the water 
and more time sailing. 

This waterstart is sometimes the first 
"trick" a sailor learns. It certainly paves 
the way toward true high-performance 
sailing by forcing you to think more 
carefully about the interaction between 
board, sail, sailor, and wind. The clew- 
first waterstart can also provide you 
with your first deliberate encounters 
with tricky, or out-of-the-ordinaiy 
equipment positions—and that is why it 
is difficult to learn. 

One way to ease the pain of this 
learning process is to practice sailing 
clew-first on a light-wind day. Never 
mind planing, just poodling around will 
give you a feel for how to control your 
sail going backward. 

Go ahead and do a jibe but don't flip 
the sail at the end. Tiy to sail holding 
that position. Knowing how far off the 
wind to point, where to position your 
feet, and the proper attitude of the rig 
keep eveiything in balance, is invalu¬ 
able. Practicing this in higher and 
higher winds will eventually make a 
waterstart seem second nature—just 


Steady the sail over the nose. Coax the 
tail toward you by giving small pumps 
on the clew. 


Grab the board with your back foot as 
soon as it is within range. 


to Pu// . rt L e board toward you. Keep the 
upright by pulling down on the clew. 


When the rig is nearly vertical, pull 
yourself up with both arms ana your 
back leg. 

be hard. If you've simply fallen back ofl 
a jibe, you are already in position, but b* 
sure to keep the board's tail close to 
by keeping your back foot on it. If 
you're just holding your rig up but I 
aren't in control of your board, keep t 
nrast pointing over your head and J 
directly into the wind. Swim the rig J 
point where the saiTs power is most y J 


y 6 ) with a sail in the 5.0 to 6.0 

Any kind of sail will do, but a f 

batten wave sail will be more fc 
than a more rigid, deeper draft 
bered sail. Just don't be overpo 

STEP BY STEP 

The first step in the clew-firsl 

waterstart—-getting into positioi 
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by Brian Caserio 
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on the clew. 
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soon as it is within range. 
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a jibe, you are already in position, but b* 
sure to keep the board's tail close to 
by keeping your back foot on it. If 
you're just holding your rig up but I 
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REAR END 

Ite fixed lew end is m'wwdjust- 
ohle lo give you the tuning co- 
podty you need. The ouitnul 
deotis built tooghond holds youi 
line securely. Best of oil, you 


due too unique open pulley sys¬ 
tem Ihot mokes rigging osnop. 


AEROTECH 

1114 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, 
HOliVHIU, FI 32117 
PHONE (904)2534001 
PAX (904) 252-0320 


Place your front foot near the mast track 
and transfer your weight there . 

over the board's nose. A combination of 
short pumps with your clew-side hand 
and swimming toward the tail of your 
board should slowly bring the tail 
toward you. Do not lift the rig too high; 
it is difficult to sheet out in this position 
if the wind catches too much of the sail. 

As soon as the tail is within reach, 
put your foot on the board between the 
front and back straps. Slowly pull the 
board's tail toward you, using your 
front leg for resistance underwater. As 
you move closer to your board, allow 
the rig to rise, keeping the mast pointed 
over your head and straight upwind. 
Facilitate this by using downward 
pressure on your clew. Too much 
pressure on your mast hand may bring 
the mast crashing onto your board. 

Continue to pull the board right up 
to your body with your back foot, 
letting the rig go up as vertical as you 
can. At this point, you have used the 
wind only to pull you to your board, but 
not out of the water. 

When the rig is nearly upright, pull 
straight down on the booms and stand 
up with your back leg. Use the board's 
flotation to pull yourself up rather than 
allowing the sail to merely yank you out 
of the water. You will have to exagger¬ 
ate this technique even more if the wind 
is light. If the wind is strong, you will 
have to resist being pulled out of the 
water too soon with your front leg. It is 
easier to raise the sail into sailing 
position if you aren't making it pu H you 
from the water at the same time. ' 

As soon as you are standing straight 
up, put your front foot on the board iust 
behind the mast track. The lighter the 
wind, the closer to the track y our font 
foot should be. Now, if you have done 


1991 POWA AEROLITE 
T-9 BOOMS 


Constructed of ultrolightweight 
yet durable 1-8 aluminum, this 
boom is ovoiloble in four size 
ranges to cover your whole quiver. 
The arms ore covered with a soft 
E.V-Agrip in either o solid color or 
multi colored pattern. The front 
end is made with one continuous 
piece of oluminum. This front 
end, combined with 11/4" T-8 
arms, ensures it to be one of the 
stiffest, lightest booms on the 
market. Find out for yourself 
why these booms are the choice 
of the World Cup champions!!! 


W;* <T B 5T 130cnio 169cn 
Sped STb6T 1£Qonto ISOot 
S fcfri iTtoJT ISO 03 n> 220 an 
te* 7Tb6T ?20(nB259cn 


FRONT BOOM END 

Improved for '91, the front end is available two ways this year. 
One system features a built-in aluminum deal end the other, a 
line overlock system. The threading system for either front end 
enobles you to rig quickly. The large lever is easy to open and 
dose, making height adjustments almost effortless. The front 
end is manufactured with one piece of aluminum all the way 
through the entire front end creating an ultra-stiff connection 
Note die dean profile of this end... no pieces protruding up or out 
to get in the way of boom-toboom pbes. 



Flip the sail. 




your practice exercises like I told you tc 
you'll notice you're in a simple clew- 
first sailing position. 

From here, transfer most of your 
weight to your front foot so the board 
won't sink or head up. Release your 
clew hand, placing it on the mast, belo^ 
the boom, to steady the sail as it flips 
around. Release your mast hand, 
grabbing the other side of the boom. 
Now sheet in and go. If the wind is 
strong or you begin to point too high, 
you may get a violent jerk as you first 
release the sail. To compensate, keep 
the mast close to vertical and let the rig 
"give" to leeward about six inches as 
you let go of your clew hand. 

A common problem you may 
encounter at any point is getting the 
clew too close to the wind, resulting in 
either dropping the mast to the water o: 
getting back-winded in the face by the 
clew (not recommended). To stop this, 
you must keep your body between yous 
rig and the wind at all times. Also, keej 
both arms fairly straight and don't shee 
in by pulling the clew toward you— 
rather, try to pull it toward the wind. 

Another problem is rounding up. 
Never push away with your back foot. 
Try to keep it as far away from the clew 
as possible by keeping downward 
pressure on your clew. This will keep 
the rig over your head and the power 
over the nose, averting rounding up. 

That's it. Now you can waterstart 
backward and forward. Don't get too 
cocky though. There are more cats 
where that one came from. ■ 

--E 

West Coast surfsailor Brian Caserio t> 
sponsored by Windsurfing Hawaii, ASD 
Sailboards, O'Neill, and Oakley. 
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WIRING THE 

(MOP HOP 


by Scott Trudon 


Getting Air Time 
With Or Without 
Waves 


T he chop hop can be the 
windsurfer's introduction to 
jumping on flat water or any 
choppy lake, river, or ocean. But a 
chop hop is different than a basic 
jump in many ways. When you jump a 
wave, you depend on the wave for most of 
your lift into the air. When you chop hop, 
all you need is wind—waves aren't nec¬ 
essary. If s the combination of board, sail, 
and technique that lifts you and your rig 
out of the water. In other words, you 
create your own momentum upward. 

Trying to learn this maneuver will help 
you understand the way your rig works 
and will give you more control. So 
whether you're an entry-level shortboard 
sailor or well on your way to mastering 
your jibes, this article will help you. Even 
if you're already chop hopping and one of 
the hotter sailors in your area, the infor¬ 
mation here may help you perfect the 
maneuver. 


I've even chop hopped my 12-foot race 
board! Let me tell you, that's a bit of work! 
If you have footstraps and you're planing, 
you should be able to get the board out of 
the water. 

You want your sail size to be 6.5 and 
smaller. Myself, I prefer 5.0 to 4.5 sails and 
an 8’8" to 8'6" board. What holds true for 
a lot of tricks and maneuvers holds true 
for chop hopping: the more wind, the 
better. But don't kid yourself, you can get 
your board out of the water even in the 
most marginal conditions. Technique is 
the key. 


THE RIGHT IOUIPMINT 

As far as equipment goes, you 11 want 
to use a 10-foot board orsmaller, although 
w | n o s u * f i n c 


DOING IT RIGHT 

Let's go through the chop hop. First try 
it in flat water. It's a bit more difficult to 
chop hop in flat water than in chop—in 
flat water, you have little or nothing to lift 
off of, so you need to know the basics. 
However, when you can chop hop in flat 
water, you'll find that doing it in chop is 
much easier—and much more fun. The 
little ramps that chop provides gives you 
much more air time. More air time equals 
more fun, and that's what it's all about. 

All right, you're sailing along on a 
reach. First, look for anything that you 
can call a ramp, which, in reality, will be 
the lip of a little "choplet." As you ap¬ 
proach it, put your weight onto your front 
foot. Next, sheet in with your back hand, 
keeping your front hand away from your 
body. As you sheet in, head slightly up- 


Pro "chop hopper" 
Scott Trudon has 
the right touch and 
technique to get 
air off anything — 
from flat water to 
wind chop. 



OARRHLL JONES 
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wind. Next, lift up with your front foot, 
while still sheeting in. 

As the front of your board comes out of 
the water, lift up with your back foot, 
bringing it under your butt. As soon as 
your back foot is tucked under your butt, 
push or point the nose of the board off the 
wind. Pointing your nose downwind will 
allow wind to get under your board, 
which gives a small amount of lift, but it 
also helps keep the sail powered, giving 
you your lift upward. Now you should be 
at peak height. 

Look at the photos. The board's tail 
should be under yourbody and your front 
foot should be pointing off the wind. Your 
back hand should be in tight to your body, 
fully sheeted in, and your front hand 
should be lifting up on the boom, pointing 
your nose downwind. Your front hand 
and front foot should work together as 
well as your back hand and back foot. 
That is, when you lift up with your front 
foot, also lift up with your front hand, and 
as you sheet in with your back hand, 
"sheet" the board in under you with your 
back foot. 

Now, as your board starts to come 
down, start to sheet out with your back 
hand, keeping your sail full of wind. At 
this point, you should have the board 


pointed slightly downwind. Try to land 
your board on the mast track. This will 
make it easier to plane away. 

As your board's nose or bottom makes 
contact with the water, your legs should 
be straight. Here's how that happens: 
When you are at peak height, your body 
should be crouched in and small. When 
you start to come down, let your legs 
straighten out before the rest of your body 
starts to fall. If you hit the water and your 
legs are too crouched, it's hard to have 
control. The first thing that happens is 
that you spin out. Spinout will usually 
occur if you stay sheeted in for too long as 
well. Your sail is your best friend in this 
trick. The more power you have in your 
sail, the more height and distance you'll 
get. 


The top sequence shows the chop hop 
executed off a small but visible piece of 
chop. The bottom sequence is in flat 
water. In the first set of photos, both 
sailors are eyeing their take-off spots. 
Note the spray behind the sailor on the 


bottom sequence > indicating he did a 
small "bounce" before his actual chop 
hop to give him more momentum for lift¬ 
off . The second set of photos shows the 
sailor who's going off chop, heading up 
into the wind. The second sailor has 
started to lift the board with his front 
foot. Note how he is lifting with the toes 
first to keep his board heading into the 
wind. By the third shot in the sequences, 
the sailor going off chop is fullv airborne , 
sheeted in, ana lifting his windward rail 
up to catch more wind under the board. 
Chop hopping in flat water is more of a 
lifting motion than a launching motion, 
so in the flat-water sequence, youcon 
see the sailor lifting up hard with his 
front hand and foot, and sheeting in with 
his back hand. Because the flat-water 























chop hopper knows he will not get much 
air, he has shifted his front foot pressure 
from his heels to his toes and already has 
beaun bearing off even though he isn't 
fully airborne yet. The sailor in the top 
sequence is still heading into the wina to 
gain more height. Photos 4, 5, and 6 
show the sailors doing relatively the 
same thing. Note in photo 4 how both 
sailors are bearing off, and have the 
board pulled in under their butts with 
their back feet. By photo 5, both are 
pointing the nose of the board down, 
preparing to land. Since the sailor off 
chop got more air, he has the luxury of 
sheeting out slightly while he extends his 
legs for touchdown. The sailor off flat 
water is still sheeted in and crouched up, 
trying to maximize air time. By photo 6, 


DOING IT IN THE CHOP 

If you have choppy conditions or the 
back of a small wave to launch off of, flight 
is easier to achieve. Control and tech¬ 
nique seem to help the most. Chop hop¬ 
ping off the back of small waves is my 
favorite type. On windy days, however, 
you can pay a mean price. Then again, 
that's half the fun. 

What you want to do differently when 
you have more of a ramp is use your board 
for more height and distance. As you 
throw your weight onto your front foot, 
and start to sheet in and lift your board out 
of the water, keep your windward rail 
higher than your leeward rail. This helps 
you use your board as a wing to lift you 
higher out of the water. It's similar to the 
principle that lifts airplanes—as you take 



you can see the post-chop-hop results. 
Both sailors have touched down, but 
since the sailor off flat water held his tuck 
to maximize air time, he wasn't able to 
extend his legs enough to reduce spinout 
at the landing. 


off, the bottom of your board will get 
lifted by the wind as well as by your body 
strength. 

Keep in mind that if your board and 
sail are trimmed properly, the chop hop 
takes a lot less effort. 

Let's go though it one more time. 
You're sailing on a reach. Find your piece 
of chop, and as you approach, head 
slightly upwind to point the nose of the 
board up any small ramp you may launch 
off of. Throw your weight forward onto 
your front foot. Next, lift up with your 
front foot, moving your weight slightly 
back, and sheeting in with your back 
hand. 

Remember to keep your front hand in 
front of you; this keeps your mast more 
vertical and your sail stays powered up. 
When you puli back on the rig with your 
front hand, it tends to make you round up 
in the air. 

As you take off, lift your back foot 
under your butt. This straightens your 
point of sail. As your back foot comes up, 
push your nose downwind with your 
front foot. Now you are at maximum 
height. As you start to come down, 
straighten your legs—front foot slightly 
before the back. 

At the same time, sheet out a little bit. 
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Performance 

FORA REASON 


You can feel the world-class 
performance of a Rushwind 
because of the way we design. 

We use advanced computer 
technology for areodynamic 
comparison testing, custom software 
for 3-d design development 
and a large scale computer 
controlled plotter for precision cutting. 

Our team sailors add the human 
touch. An obsession with improve¬ 
ment and constant on the water feed¬ 
back guides the pursuit of perfection. 

It all adds up to a Rushwind 
performance you really feel. 


(503)386-1428 

Call today for your nearest dealer. 

A complete info packet with color 
swatches will be sent upon request, 
fax (503) 366-7874 

416 Cascade Hood River Oregon 97031 USA 

"unlimited performance " 


Product Information 220 



This photo shows the effort involved with getting air off very flat water. The sailor 
springs off the water with his front leg ana lifts, while throwing his front arm and 
head up to provide more launching power. Immediately after this shot, he will lift up 
his back leg in sort of a galloping timing with his front, to level off the board and 
maximize air. 



Here is a common mistake many chop 
hoppers make in the air. He is not 
sheeted in, and doesn't have his legs 
pulled in underneath him. This air 
position usually causes the nose to round 
up into the wind, and the tail to spin out 
on landing. 



This illustrates the correct body position - 
ing one should have in chop noppina to 
maximum height. His body is crouched 
down, with his shoulders extended, front 
arm nearly straight, and his legs pulled 
in, tucking the board underneath him. 


but not to the point of luffing. This is very 
important for board and sail control when 
you land. The reason is that if you're a 
little off balance, having leverage on your 
sail will give you something with which to 
pull your body back over the board. The 
same holds true for your legs. 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

, Here are some check points. Regard¬ 
ing sail trim, keep your front hand as 
straight as possible to keep your mast 
vertical. It's the same thing as with slalom 
sailing—it makes the sail more efficient. 
Use your back hand to power and de¬ 
power your sail. As far as your board 
joes, when the wind and chop increases, 
keep that windward rail up for more lift. 


Concentrate on keeping your board un¬ 
der your body as you gain altitude. And 
as you lose altitude, remember to start to 
sheet out and straighten your legs before 
your body begins to drop—this will help 
you compensate for any problems as you 
hit the water: spinning out, getting 
slammed. 


Well, mat's about it. 


1 nope tnis helps 
you learn and perfect the chop hop. Keep 
sailing, have fun, and may the winds blow 
for you. Take care of your beaches and 
local waters! ■ 


Pro sailor Scott Trudon is sponsored b 
BIC Sport, UP Sails, Nautix, Body Glove, D 
Kitte, and Maui Fin Company. 
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RANDY WELLS 



SUMMER 



You May Have Heard 
It Was A Bad Summer, 


But Victor The 



Inflictor Has Evidence 



magine yourself on the David 
Letterman Show with your dog, 
doing Stupid Pet Tricks. At home, 
Rover will run to the refrigerator 
and bring you a beer—a Bud Light 
or Miller Genuine 
J Draft, whichever 
i^_jyou order. He'll 
pop open the can with an 
incisor, and pour you a 
glass with a perfect head 
every time. But get him in 
front of an audience, and 
the beast chokes—falls 
flat as a day-old draft. The 
spotlight goes away and 
the crowd goes home dis¬ 
appointed. Left alone in 
the empty theater. Rover 
goes straight to the 'fridge 
and pours you a six-pack, 
while standing on his 
head and crooning. 

This is what the wind 
in the Gorge was like in 
the summer of 1990. 

The high-profile Pro- 
Am in July was a perfect 
example. After three flat 


To The Contrary 


BY SAM MOSES 


California-raised and Goi 
the Pritchard windsurfing Jamily. 
"Gorgemobiles* invade the town 
the local landscape. 


trained Matt Pritchard is the eldest son of 
ppositepage: Every summer. 
Hood River ; adding more color to 


days, the event was scratched and some of 
the world's best sailors went home soured 
and skunked. As they boarded their 
planes in Portland on Monday, it was 
howling in Hood River. 

Actually, any weekend 
could have been a perfect 
example. Saturdays and 
Sundays were lovely days 
for fishing, water skiing, 
and gazing at the clouds 
reflected in the glassy 
river. On Mondays, after 
the work-week sailors 
went home frustrated, the 
wind dog worked over¬ 
time, bringing brew from 
the cooler. It was not a 
good summer for sailors 
from the city. 

The wind only blew 
when the masses weren't 
around. It was uncanny. 
The heart of the season 
was riddled with stifling, 
still-air weekends, while 
being graced with windy 
weekdays—some nucle¬ 
ar. In memory, it might go 
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HOME VALLEY 


An east-wind spot, but also good on dear, 
west-wind days. On easterlies, parking is a 

k* 9 locaMfyi: Even though there will be people 
parking os soon as you pull off the highway, 
drive all the wav forwaro—there ore usually a 


• JAILING 

LAN OmaSj 


down as a low-wind summer; in reality, i 
was merely a case of bad timing. 

There were many Cosmic Interpreta¬ 
tions of this phenomenon. Some though 
it was a reminder from God not to ge 
spoiled or greedy or take His generosity 
for granted—after that heavenly July o 
'89, which brought 28 days at 20 knots oi 
more. Or, it might have been nature's wa^ 
of slowing down Hood River. Free spirits 
figured it was proof that good things go tc 
those who avoid jobs. True Believers be 
lieved that it was a reward for the faithfu 
who waited, at least until Monday. 

Or until September. That's whei 
"summer," in the eyes of Gorge sailors a 
least, really hit—like a hammer, hurled bi 
the continuous westerlies. It's too bac 
that more sailors didn't experience it. Bi 
then, many of them had drifted away 
their patience stretched and pocket: 
thinned by the heretofore hit-and-mis: 
summer. And because the word was out 


PRA/slO 


The Columbia River 
corridor provides a 
breathtaking view 
besides separating 
the states of Oregon 
and Washington. 


Mt. Hood rises to 11,000 feet. 





























■ fewer sailors were coming to town. Not 
even the early end-of-season sales by the 
sailboard shops in Hood River, treading 

m fast to stay above water, could draw them. 

= September struck with a vengeance 

- befitting the Gorge; the pearly gates of 
wind were spread wide, and the flow 

■ shaped a wild, memorable month that 

■ will go down in history along with July '89 

- (now billed as "the month that made 

- Hood River"). In September 1990, the 
streets were unhurried. The water was 
uncrowded and warm. The sun was 
shining, as it never fails to do in summer. 
The swells were so radical it was ridicu¬ 
lous. We're talking 2.8 at Doug's Beach. It 

■ blew at least 20 knots, somewhere in the 

- Gorge, for 21 days. It was as good as it 

■ gets. 

THE VICTOR CHRONICLE 

: If you don't believe it, check out Victor 

(The Inflictor) Roy's Wind Calendar: 


Waterstart Haven—The Hook . 


wHrcB 


wHrre 

^aumonJ 


slalom jibes in relative privacy. 

Local Tip: When John at the Killer Take Out 
Stand is at Bingen serving lunch, partake in his 
daily special by all means. His daily specials 
are innovative, taste great, and are fairly 
cheap. 

PIN6&N 


W i 


How to get a parking spot at 'The Hatch": 
Pull in, immediately turn left off the pavement 
and onto the rocky clearing, then "create your 
own row" behind the cars in the front row. 

Local Tip: To take a break, instead of 
clambering awkwardly over the rocks, sail into 
the downwind cove, point the tip of your mast 
north and your booms east, nook your fin 
under your booms, and set your rig up on the 
rocks with the board's nose in the water. 
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July brings racing to 
the Gorge. The 
Blow-Out is one of 
the favorites and 
includes a 20-mile 
downwinder. 


THE FISH HATCHERY 
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BEACH 


ROWENA 


Doug's Beach Stale Park. 


Rowena is great for people who want high 
winds without a lot of swell. For some reason, 
the river is almostflat here, while a half-mile up 
the river at Doug's, it could be huge. 

Best Setup: 8'6" wave slalom board with 
4.0 single-cam sail. 

Local Tip: If you can befriend one of the 
homeowners in Rowena, by all means, do so. 
Their private launches have the same fun 
conditions with much less hassle. 


□ 
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September 7, dawn patrol: WOW!; Sep¬ 
tember 14: FULL ON!; September 26: 
PERFECT! The kitchen wall calendar, 
''Redwoods and Big Trees," is a sort of 
mini-diary of a boardhead's life written in 
HEADLINES! and notations in the spaces 
under the dates. You can track the whole 
year on the water. April 7: FULLY 
RAGIN'!; May 5: PSYCHO!; June 3: 
AWESOME AGAIN!; and so on. UNBE¬ 
LIEVABLE! TOTALLY TWISTED! 

The Inflictor's calendar is submitted as 
evidence that the wind was not slack last 
year, not even during July /August. He 
got up at daybreak a lot, and drove for 
miles stalking the wind between Rooster 
and Roosevelt, but The Inflictor sailed in 
the Gorge 17 days in July and 18 in Au¬ 
gust, rarely rigging anything bigger than 
his 4.7. And these were the REALLY 
BAD! months. 

It's tempting to say that Victor Roy is 
your typical extreme sports adrenaline 
junkie, like so many that live in the Gorge. 
But Roy is hardly typical of anything. Call 
him "Inflctr" for short—so tagged by the 
license plate on the rusty bumper of his 
aged Datsun wagon, weathered and well 
traveled like its owner. Forty-something, 
with a 158-pound body that's been 


toughened by more than his share of hard 
licks, Inflctr's gray hair might be consid¬ 
ered distinguished on a businessman, 
except that he wears it in a flat-top with 
punk stripes shaved over each ear. 

But the really weird thing is he's an 
engineer, at least he has the degree, from 
a scary-sounding place called Lowell 
Technical Institute. Few who knew him 
were surprised when he took this educa¬ 
tion onto the World Pro Ski Tour where he 
raced for eight years. Then he discovered 
windsurfing, and quickly added "wind 
engineering" to his quiver of technical 
talents. He moved from Salt Lake City to 
Lyle, Washington, in 1985, into a house 
above the river, where he assumed a post 
on his porch, searching for wind and 
sprinting after it. Perpetually wired and 
energetic, he is "out there"—usually, in 
the middle of the river in the dead of 
winter. 

SUPER PSYCHO! NUTS! That's the 
way it was on January 28, 1990, the sev¬ 
enth day he'd sailed his 3.2 that month, at 
five different locations. He threw his 7T1" 
epoxy Shuler on top of the lemon-lime 
wagon, and grabbed his slender quiver of 
Hurricane RAF wave sails—he's the No. 1 
tester/gorilla for Hurricane, a sail de¬ 


signed and built for Gorge-like condi¬ 
tions. Inflctr and his buddy Jerry Jennings 
went to Dalton Point, about five miles east 
of Rooster Rock. The temperature was in 
the low 50s and 70-mph westerlies 
churned up the 36-degree white water,, 
blowing icy smoke off the swells. The 
frigid mist, struck by the sun, created rain¬ 
bows on the water, through which Roy 
and Jennings sailed—and survived, 
barely. 

"It was Superbowl Sunday," he said. 
'The beginning of the third quarter, as I 
recall... gusts to 80. Trees were blowing 
over... total white-out. Windiest day I'd 
ever experienced, at the time." 

WILD WATERS 

Spring bloomed in the awe-inspiring 
Hood River Valley, and the justified cel¬ 
ebrations of nature around the Gorge be¬ 
gan in April. Out on the river, the spring 
current was more powerful than it had 
been in years, as millions of gallons of 
snowmelt were released by The Dalles 
dam. If the sheer speed and mass of the 
river's flow weren't imposing enough, 
many an unsuspecting sailor was threat¬ 
ened or ambushed by wicked suck-holes 
and vicious eddies. 













ERIC SANTORO 



The Dutchess of Nuke—Jane Parker . 
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Summertime—Dog Mountain. 


THE DALLES 


The Dalles may be the Gorge's best-kept 
secret. For all the people who want to get their 
waterstartsand jibes wired in a non-threatening 
section of the river, this is the spot. 

Best setup: 9'4" slalom board with 6.0 
sail. 

Local Tip: If it's just too windy everywhere 
else, this is the last sailable spot on the river. 


wi 


This is the nicest rigging area and launch¬ 
ing site in the Gorge. It can also be the 
windiest. When it's cloudy and ugly in Hood 
River, don't give up on the day because this is 
where it's sunny and best. 

Local Tip: Go out there with someone who 
knows the many "secret* spots near MaryhiH 
That way, if thi ng s a re too crowded at the park, 
you can head off for some great freesaiGng 
spots, and have things relatively to yourself. 


MAP BY KEN BOWSER 
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At times the water was so deep it 
seemed intent on crawling up the banks 
and swallowing the trains that raced 
along the tracks on both sides of the river. 
It settled for windsurfers whose experi¬ 
ence lagged behind their enthusiasm. 
Fortunately, none of them stayed swal¬ 
lowed, but rescues were common. Moral 
of the story (you can't hear it too much): 
Don't trust the river. It's bigger than you. 
It can kill you if you let it. 

Of course, Victor The Inflictor, the 
amped-out, over-aged teenager, still 
thrill-crazy after all these years, would 
add... "Hahahahahaha." FULL PSYCHO! 
Big Air was up for grabs on the first 

Saturday in May at The Hatchery. Then, 

after a record-breaking run by Eric Hauge 



in the Celilo Cup downwinder, the wind 
began establishing its rhythm for the sum¬ 
mer by refusing to perform on schedule. It 
was a no-show for the three-day Victoria 
Day Canadian holiday weekend, and 
Memorial Day brought glass on Saturday, 
rain on Sunday, and LIGHT SMOKE at 
Doug's on Monday. But for sailors who 
weren't as ever-ready as The Inflictor, the 
weekend might have been a loss of time. 

June marked the debut of Pat 
Dougherty's Gorge Tech Speed Check 
season. The first two-day event was the 
only one to come off all summer and it was 
only saved by a brief killer squall, which 
young Chris Wyman rode with a 5.1 
Northwave slalom sail to 40 mph. 

The month will also be remembered 


Tony Logosz and Matt Pritchard in 
last summer's Gorge Sailing 
Challenge—a 25-knot-minimum 
event. 


for the unveiling of the new Waterfrc 
Centre Event Site, situated a puff upwi 
of the Marina. It features ample parkin 
a grass rigging area, and trailers for rs 
management, not to mention fuller wi_ 
and better viewing than the former rr: 
rina location. Three launch pads consi 
ing of floating platforms covered \vz 
indoor-outdoor carpet are at the rive- 
edge. (In 1991 there will be a beach the 
if the Port gets permits.) The popul 
Tuesday Slalom Series christened the ne 
ramps, and the Busch Speed Challenge 
which saw 3,301 runs by 68 competitc 
over four days—broke them in. 

After a windless Fourth of Ju 
(DIDDLEY SQUAT), attention turned t 
ward the season's important soci 
events. Not to be missed were the Class 
Boardmobile Show, sponsored by Ct 
nook and won by Lester Polyest 
Crichton's 1960-something Dodge static 
wagon, which appeared to have bee 
submerged in a vat of pink paint. Ai 
down at Bingen Marina, overshadow* 
but having a wonderful time, was tl 
weekly WindRider (now WindSurfin 
magazine winduro, which consisted 
hour-long, figure-eight races back ar 
forth across the river, timed and scored l 
the Winner Timing System. 

Meanwhile, in another sailor's diar 
this heartbroken entry was made: "Todc 
at the Hatchery, a pick-up truck ran ov 
my new love. I heard a terrifyir 
CRACK!, and saw her lying down in tl 
sand, with tread-marks across her fac 
My beautiful $1,200, nine-foot, Shul 
epoxy wave board, so tragically s 
lenced." 

A SAYRE BLOWOUT 

After the serious skunking of tl 
Rainier Beer Gorge Pro-Am, Hood Rivei 
FULLY RAGIN' reputation was salvage 
in July by the Blowout downwinder. Tl 
weekly "Gorge Current," which fait: 
fully covers windsurfing, asked that ag 
old question: If a helicopter, a freig! 
train, an Acura Integra, and Nevin Say 
on his sailboard all leave Cascade Locks 
the same time, who will reach Hood Riv< 














first? Nevin answered it, winning for the 
fourth time, by one minute over the 
Acura, and three minutes over local ace 
Carl Meinberg (the chopper and train 
faded in the smoke). How windy was it? 
It was so windy that... Masters winner 
Mike Kitts warmed up for the 20-mile race 
by dawn-patrolling the Hatchery in 50- 
mph gusts on his 7'4" Random Factor ep¬ 
oxy protype and twin-cambered 3.5 
Rushwind Slalom LE. 

While other sailors were getting 
skunked and outwitted by the sketchy 
= July conditions, Inflctr was zeroing in on 
I it. He believes he can smell the wind, and 
i evidently others believe him. "I have a lot 
= of people following me around/' he says. 

He thinks that this special sense, this ex- 
- tra-olfactory perception, might be due to 
i his haircut. "I don't know, maybe it's all 
: these aerials or something," he says, 
stroking the standing ends of his flat-top. 

But highly tuned hairs and electric- 
I charged follicles are not Inflctr's secret. 
= His exact age is "classified information," 
• he says. But he's happy to share his for¬ 
mula for finding wind in the Gorge. Guru 


speaks: "You've got to drive." It's about 
100 miles between Rooster Rock and 
Roosevelt, and Inflctr prowls it all. July 
23: WAY GOOD! 

"Way good" is a good way to describe 
the Chinook Gorge Sailing Challenge. It's 
an expression session, a show-off's wet 
(literally) dream, and the aerobatic level 
in the Gorge rises to about 20 feet off the 
water. Daring young men and women on 
their flying sailboards, leaping, looping, 
and rolling over the rolling river. The 
finals, held at Swell City in 40- to 60-mph 
winds, were breathtaking and jaw-drop- 
ping. 

Sixteen-year-old Matt Pritchard and 
Kay Kucera were the big winners, not 
counting the fans. "Best wind ever for an 
event in the Gorge," they proclaimed as 
they departed, glassy-eyed and blown 
away. Inflctr was there—he'd been there 
since dawn, first in the water. THE DEFI¬ 
NITION OF MONDO PSYCHO! 

But it was a mere prelude to 'Turbo 
Tuesday," September 11, which was... 
PSYCHO NUCLEAR INSANITY! The 
wind waited until after the FULL DWEEB 


Labor Day, then came down with a force 
that blew anything under 3.0 off the wa¬ 
ter. Swell City looked like Waimea Bay, 
and the Hatchery looked like Hookipa. 
Guys like Kitts and Dougherty flew high 
and long. 

Summers in the Gorge have an after¬ 
life: A low-wind summer one year will 
probably mean a slow one the next, re¬ 
gardless of wind. And the wind will blow 
whether the river is crowded or not. So 
the call is... 1991 will be a good year for the 
Gorge. Traffic and prices will probably be 
down, and the wind will be up. 

The wind is always up in the Gorge in 
summer. You can look it up. Go see Victor 
the Inflictor if you don't believe it. ■ 


Editor's note: Victor (The Inflictor) Roy ap¬ 
pears to be camera shy. To date , he has escaped 
the lenses of the best Gorge photographers. 

Sam Moses was a staff writer for Sports 
Illustrated for 15 years and wrote the cover 
story on Hood River in the May '89 issue of 
Outside magazine. He moved to Hood River 
to become a "gentleman windsurfing bum." 


OFF-THE-WATER ACTIVITIES 





Snow Skiing—Mt. Hood . 

If you get to the 
Gorge after a big 
blow and find 
yourself in a windless 
situation, there are 
lots of challenging 
outdoor activities to 
take part in. 


Rock Climbing— 
Horsethief. 


Bicycling—Mt Hood. 
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RIGHT: This is how you do a one-handed 
aerial off-the-lip. Shown by hot, rising, 
or already-risen Australian star Jason 
Polokow, you do it by sliding your back 
hand forward to where your front hand 
was, then you put your front hand where 
everyone can see it. BELOW: It may not 
look like it, but this is right where Mark 
Angulo wants to be. In the middle of one 
of his new tweaked moves—the 
Wangaroo—Angulo's momentum will 
back-loop him around to the vertical 
position again. If you blink at Hookipa, 
you miss moves like this. 


LEFT: Sailor Dave Kalama does 
spectacular jumps; photographer Darrell 
Wong makes jumps look spectacular. 
When the two get together, shots like this 
happen. 















! Every now and then, we like to run a token shot of Diamond Head, and when you 

talk about Diamond Head, you have to talk about Kimo Fernie. Femie, who's one of 
the standouts when he goes to Maui, is really a port tacker, so he doesn't get the big 
results in the contests over there. Put him at Diamond Head, though, and he'll take of 
anyone. 
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Perfectly rigged, 
perfectly raked, and 
perfect conditions. Don't 
be surprised if you see 
this shot show up in a 
Tiga brochure next year. 


Just how big is this wave, 
and just how macho is 
laird Hamilton? Well, 
looking at Laird's mast, 
which we'll assume is 15 
feet, the distance from his 
board to the lip of the wave 
is at least three mast 
lengths. Estimating that his 
bottom turn projected him 
mast length in front of 
the wave, that still leaves a 
30-foot face for Hamilton to 
contend with. How macho? 
Well, from the looks of this • 
bottom turn, it doesn't look 
like he is backing off any— 
so you decide. 
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NAUTIX/OKESPOR DEALER LISTING 1991 


SHOP NAME 

TOWN 

PHONE 


SHOP NAME 

TOWN 

PHONE 

SAILBOARD VACATIONS 

ARUBA 

800-252-1070 


WASHTENAW WINDSURFING 

WHITMORE LAKE, Ml 

313/499-2990 

CAUFORNIA SAIL AND SKI 

BERKLEY, CA 

415/526-1523 


SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE 

ST. PAUL, MN 

612/482-9995 

LONG BEACH WINDSURF CENTER 

LONG BEACH, CA 

213/433-1014 


KITTY HAWK SPORTS 

NAGS HEAD, NC 

919/441-6094 

WIND CRAFT 

RIO VISTA, CA 

707/374-2744 


NORTH BEACH SAILING 

KITTY HAWK, NC 

919/261-6262 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE 

FRANCISCO, CA 

415/588-1714 


WINDSURFING HATTERAS 

AVON, NC 

919/995-4970 

W1NDSPORTS 

SAN RAFAEL, CA 

415/459-1171 


NEW HAMPSHIRE HOBIE/WINDSURF 

SEABROOK, NH 

603/474-3661 

X-STREAMLINE 

WILMINGTON, CA 

213/518-1972 


ISLAND SURF AND SAIL 

BRANT BEACH, NJ 

609/494-5553 

FOUR CORNERS MARINE 

DURANGO, CO 

303/529-3893 


PEAK PERFORMANCE 

CLINTON, NJ 

201/638-5277 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN MARINE 

DENVER, CO 

303/399-2824 


SPECIALTY SPORTS 

POMPTON PLAINS,NJ 

201/831-1844 

LARSON SKI AND SPORT 

WHEATRIDGE, CO 

303/423-0654 


SANTA FE WINDSURFING 

SANTA FE, NM 

505/982-8266 

SAILWAYS 

FAIRFIELD, CT 

203/336-9463 


ISLAND WINDSURFING 

NEW YORK, NY 

212/744-2000 

THE BOARD SHOP 

STAMFORD, Q 

203/323-8888 


SAILBOARDS OF LONG ISLAND 

HUNTINGTON,NY 

516/271-5993 

ST OF MAUI 

DEWEY BEACH, DE 

302/227-4703 


SEASONINGS 

AMAGANSET, NY 

516/267-6055 

iiNER LIGHT/TRADER RICKS 

PANAMA CITY BCH,FL 

904/235-3243 


SKI MARKET 

ALL STORES MA,Q,NY 

617/890-1212 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARDS 

HOLLY HILL, FL 

904/255-4977 


WIND AND SURF SHOPPE 

MONTAUK, NY 

516/668-2300 

WINDSURFING ORLANDO 

ORLANDO, FL 

407/857-8790 


NORTH COAST WINDSURFING 

VERMILLION, OH 

216/967-3493 

GO WITH THE FLOW 

ROSWELL, GA 

404/992-3200 


GORGE WINDSURFING 

THE DALLES, OR 

503/298-8796 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING 

KAHALUI MAUI, HI 

808/871-4981 


SAILBOARDS HOOD RIVER 

HOOD RIVER, OR 

503/386-5363 

CAN AM SAILCRAFT 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 

617/661-7702 


CB. ENTERPRISES 

DOWNINGTON, PA 

215/458-5298 

CAPE SAILBOARDS 

FALMOUTH, MA 

508/540-8800 


SKI BUM 

CHADSFORD, PA 

215/459-4778 

MAD MIKES WINDSURHNG 

BOSTON, MA 

617/451-6181 


ISLAND WINDSURFING 

MIDDLETOWN, Rl 

401/846-4421 

BLUE WIND 

CAUFORNIA, MD 

301/737-2714 


MARINER SAILS 

DALLAS, TX 

214/241-1528 

WINDSURFING ANNAPOUS 

ANNAPOUS, MD 

301/970-8092 


WIND AND WAVE WATERSPORTS 

CORPUS CHRISTI,TX 

512/937-9283 

PORT SPORTS 

PORTLAND, ME 

207//775-6080 


WINDSURFING GALE 

HOUSTON, TX 

713/529-9002 

GRATIOT WINDSURFING 

ROSEVILLE, MI 

313/779-6120 


ALPINE OUTFITTERS 

RICHMOND, VA 

804/794-4395 

MAKIN'WAVES 

ACME, Ml 

616/938-9283 


W. INDIES WINDSURFING 

ST. THOMAS US. VI 

809/775-6530 

SURF'S UP 

keego HARBOR, Ml 

313/681-9100 


SKI RACK SPORTS 

SEATTLE, WA 

206/623-7318 





SAILDUBAY 

MOSINEE, Wl 

715/341-4657 


___ 

FOR OBVIOUS REASONS/wTcANNOfuSTALL OUR DEALERS. IF NOT LISTED, PLEASE ASK YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR NAUTIX PRODUCTS. THANK YOU?" 
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PLANING 

NOT COMPLAINING 


by Tom 

W hen you think about it, all we 
really want to do is to get 
planing. Is that asking too 
much? We buy bigger sails, 
take trips to the Gorge, 
Aruba, and Maui—essentially spend 
most of our disposable income on the 
sport. While all this may sound fun, when 
you think about it, windsurfing has an 
inherent dilemma. The better you get, the 
more wind you need to satisfy yourself. 
But the wind rarely cooperates, so you 
don't get to sail, and you then get worse 
again. 

No other sport has this ridiculous 
cycle. Think of running: You buy your 
shoes and go jogging whenever you want. 
In fact, the better you get in running, the 
more you get to do it because you get in 
better shape. You don't have to vacation 
to run, you don't even have to do any 
preparation if you don't want to. But 
windsurfing is much more fun than run¬ 
ning, so we have to deal with its shortcom- 
ings, the biggest of which is our inability 
to be planing as often as we would like. 
That's where light-air and giant slalom 


James 

boards come in—they are the solutions. 
While these boards may only gain you a 
couple of knots on the low end, just think 
how many marginal days that would turn 
into full-planing, put-callouses-on-your- 
hands days. 

Planing is a function of surface area 
and aspect ratio. So if you were just 
worried about planing, you'd ride a board 
that looks more like a door than a 
sailboard—short and wide. But a board 
that's built just for planing would never 
turn, and it would go very slowly once it 
was planing. While we act like planing 
alone would satisfy us, the reality is that 
once on a plane, we want to go fast, jump, 
and even turn. 

The first thing to look for in a planing 
board is a wide outline—particularly in 
the tail. Wide outline provides more 
surface area, which gives a board more 
lift. This doorlike shape reduces the 
amount of effort your sail has to generate 
to get you over the displacing hump and 
up on a plane. Of course, wide boards are 
difficult to handle in higher winds—es¬ 
pecially if the tail is too wide to hold. 



A flat rocker line is next in importance. 
Take a five-foot-long straightedge and 
place it along the length of the board's 
bottom. If the amount of curve from the 
tail's tip to where the edge stops is little or 
none, the board will probably be an early 
planer. The only problem with an all-flat 
rocker is that it makes a board much more 
difficult to jibe. Naturally, it's more com- 
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plicated than this, as the outline and the 
rockerline have to work together. If the 
tail is wide, it will be much more difficult 
to get the flat section out of the water and 
to increase the top-end speed than if the 
tail is narrower. 

Rail design also is important. A thick, 
vertical, sharp-edged rail will have a 
cleaner release, displace less water, create 


less drag, and help a board get planing 
much more quickly than a rounded thin 
rail. However, once again, the sacrifices 
here are control and speed. 

People used to think concaves were the 
trick to planing, but that is not necessarily 
the case. Concaves create lift, but they 
also create dragif they're too pronounced. 
Generally, what concaves can do is put 


Testing boards 
does have its less 
intense moments. 
Here, Tom James 
scrutinizes this 
| board's chop hop 
ability. 

cum intoaboard'sbottomto give italess 
critical trim angle and make it easier to 
control. For early planing, look for subtle 
concaves, if any. 

Of course, one final category that can't 
be overlooked is the construction. Weight 
is, without a doubt, the key to accelera¬ 
tion, and has a great deal to do with how 
quicklyaboardwillplane. A heavy board 
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LIGHT-AIR SLALOM BOARDS 


has more inertia, so it is more difficult to 
get moving than a light board. Stiffness 
also plays a role; if a board is too soft, it 
loses energy from the drive of the sail, and 
gets disturbed more easily by chop. 


LIGHT-AIR SLALOM 

Surprisingly, the quickest planing 
boards for a competent sailor are not 
necessarily the biggest. We found that the 
larger board's extra weight makes it more 
difficult to plane for a proficient pumper 
than a lighter board. The reason less 
proficient pumpers are able to get bigger 
boards planing sooner is that the larger 
boards are easier to get going fast in the 
displacement speeds. This makes the 
"hump" smaller to get over. 

Categorizing the boards between giant 
and light-air slalom for these tests was 
difficult. In some cases—the Fanatic Hot 
Rabbit, for instance—the volume is com¬ 
parable with the light-air slaloms, but the 
board is so long and wide, it sails and has 
stability more like a giant slalom. Con- 
versely, the Tiga 295, at 9'10", is long 

enough to beagiantslalom,butits narrow 

outline and low volume put it into the 


erally in the 9’4" to 9'6 M range, with its 
width around 23.5 inches. Its volume falls 
between 115 and 130 liters. These boards 
are probably the most versatile 
shortboards on the market. Our testing 
shows them to be as fast as the slalom 
boards in winds around 15 knots on the 
same course, and have much higher effi¬ 
ciencies. 

So, for the average sailor who does 
most of his shortboarding with 6.5s or 
6.0s, the light-air slaloms plane more 
quickly, yet go just as fast. Naturally, as 
the wind increases to the 5.5 or 5.0 range, 
the slalom boards take over in speed. But 
the overall message is clear. The light-air 
slalom boards perform nearly every func¬ 
tion of the 9'0" slalom boards, except the 
bigger boards are easier to sail (especially 
for heavyweights), get planing in less 
wind, and can carry a bigger sail. 


h8 light-air slalom is gen- 


GIANT SLALOM 

Giant slaloms, boards in the 130-liter- 
and-up range, are usually over 9'6" long, 
at least 23.5 inches wide—but can be up to 
26 inches—and should have the capacity 
for forward straps as well as a back set. 
Yes, a giant slalom board is a light-air 
slalom board, but there are substantial 


differences. A true giant slalom has to be 
able to float the heavyweight, which 
means it needs at least 130 liters in volume 
to float 250 pounds without trouble. A 
light-air slalom usually isn't built with the 
heavyweight in mind. Giant slalom 
boards are to the heavyweight what the 
light-air slalom boards are to the 
middleweight—boards that can carry a 
big sail and gain a knot or two of planing 
on the low end. 

Unfortunately, the giants can't claim 
the impressive performance that the light- 
air slalom boards exhibit. Giants seem to 
have a top end in the moderate wind 
ranges, which is substantially lower than 
the light-air boards. However, for a 
heavyweight, just to have a board that will 
float him if the wind dies is reason enough 
to own a giant. 

Giant slalom boards also have another 
purpose. More and more, beginning 
sailors are learning shortboarding, and a 
giant slalom, specifically one like the new 
HiFly Curtiss, is ideal for this. So whether 
you just need to gain a knot or two on the 
low end, or teach your lightweight friend 
how to shortboard, light-air slaloms and 
giants are the call. And even with their 
limitations, they sure beat jogging. 
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LIGHT-AIR SLALOM 


BIC ASTRO ROCK 


The Astro Rock is BIC's most versatile 
shortboard. Now in its third season, this 
board has undergone subtle construction. 
changes. According to BIC, the Astro 
Rock has even volume distribution for 
optimum uphauling and easy sailing. The 
manufacturer calls it the ideal board for 
medium- to strong-wind conditions and 
an excellent first shortboard. 

This midsized slalom board is avail¬ 
able in BIC's ACEtec technology, engi¬ 
neered with carbon, Kevlar, and ceramic 
fibers over a polystyrene core. Thefinbox 
footstrap and mast-track area are rein¬ 
forced with a hard-foam sandwich com¬ 
posite, making them failure resistant. BIC 
boards are guaranteed against defects in 
materials and workmanship under nor¬ 
mal sailing conditions for one year. The 
BIC warranty does not exclude jumping. 
Retail: $899, includes fin, footstraps, and 
mast base. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This board's out¬ 
standing feature is its jibing ability. We 
found the Astro Rock jibed easily in nearly 
any conditions. It may be the group's 


easiest board to jibe at moderate and slow 
speeds, which makes learning jibes much 
easier. 

In addition, proficient jibers will ap¬ 
preciate the Astro Rock, since it can be 
launched into any radius turn and glide 
through without any sort of problem. Its 
outline is curvy and bottom shape for¬ 
giving, which contribute to its remarkable 
turning ability. The BIC Astro Rock is 
even loose, which is remarkable for a 


board this big! 

We found the Astro Rock to have an 
outstanding wind range. Its slightly 
wider nose and higher volume up front 
allow it to carry a sail a size bigger than the 
norm in this category, yet its moderately 
soft rails and quad concave eat up the 
chop without any problem at all. This 
board performed well upwind, and is 
capable of doing well in a production 
course-slalom race. Its off-the-wind speed 
is competitive as well in the moderate 
wind ranges. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: No com¬ 
plaints on this board. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: In 
the weight and weight-to-volume cat¬ 
egories, this board tested better than the 
other production boards and as well as 
most of the custom productions. It was 
low only in the stiffness and stiffness-to- 
weight ratio. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
The Astro Rock showed that it is consis¬ 
tently fast, even in light winds. Its effi¬ 
ciency, at 193, is one of the best in the 
group, and its average speed, at 25.1, was 
done in a fairly low average wind of 13 
mph. 

SUMMARY: Overall, this board is an 
outstanding combination of turning, 
planing, and speed. It has good volume, 
so it is easy to sail in light wind, yet the 
forgiving design characteristics, like soft¬ 
ened rails and moderately curvy bottom 
shape, allow this board to handle enough 
wind to be the only shortboard most 
people need. 

Ideal consumer: This is an outstanding 
all-around slalom board for the 170- 
pound-plus guy, as well as a good board 
to learn shortboarding on for a light¬ 
weight sailor. 

Recommended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 


UGHT-AIR SLALOM 
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Off-the-water equipment adjustments . 


AHD 289 SUPER G 


This is a new shape for AHD, one 
which is more dedicated to light-air per¬ 
formance sailing. The manufacturer says 
this board is designed to carry a large sail, 
6.0 or larger, for light-air pointing and 
accelerating. The 289 features extremely 
thick, sharp rails with a simple flat-to-vee 
bottom, which AHD says provides the 
proper lift, control, and speed. AHD uti¬ 
lizes a heat-and-pressure epoxy molding 
system, using a special blend of laminate 
layers over an EPS core, available only in 
Gorge competition weight. Warranty is 
six months (limited), and jumping is not 
covered. Retail: $1,090, hull only. 

WHAT WE LIKED: For a board with 
such crisp, hard, full rails, the 289 is sur¬ 
prisingly easy to jibe. In flat water, it's a 
racer's dream, jumping up to speed 
luickly and accelerating like a rocket out 
' turns and lulls, because of its light 
light and flatter rocker line. This would 
ike an excellent light-air course-slalom 
jard. It has very good pointing ability 
md reaching speed. In lighter winds, the 
board is quick to plane. Overall, the 
construction feels excellent. It is light, 
stiff, and hard. The deck shape, although 
boxy in the rails, is very comfortable on 
long beats and reaches. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: No com¬ 


plaints on this board. 

V tecH TEST INTERPRETATION: 

Most impressive is its low weight-to- 
volume ratio. At 18 pounds, this is the 

second-lightest board in the group. Both 
^stitfnis and stiffness-to-weight raho 


are in line with the custom-production 
boards. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
Our head-on-head testing showed that 
this was one of the faster boards, and the 
289 did turn in some of the fastest runs of 
this group. However, it also got the best 
winds of the group. 

SUMMARY: With the trend in course 
racing leaning more toward using only 
shortboards, this board should be a wel¬ 
come sight for those interested in light- 
wind performance sailing and racing. It 
has the upwind ability and quick planing 
to make it a threat on the course-slalom 
course as soon as shortboards are planing. 
However, we were surprised at its top 
end, and how user-friendly it is on jibing 
and in moderate chop. 

Ideal consumer: This is an ideal board 
for someone who does a lot of racing in 
light to moderate conditions, but recre¬ 
ational sailors will also enjoy it. It is easy 
to get planing, easy to go fast, and sur¬ 
prisingly easy to jibe. 

Recommended sail range: 5.0 to 7.0. 


PRO-TECH 94 


As with all the new Pro-Techs this 
year, the 94 is a no-nose design. This 
design philosophy, which takes four 
inches off the nose of this board, is a new 
trend in slalom-board design. According 
to Pro-Tech, the no-nose design makes a 
board with the flotation of a 9 , 4" board 
turn like a nine-footer. The manufacturer 
states that upwind performance is also 


increased. This board was designed spe¬ 
cifically for course-slalom racing. The 
rocker line is flattened and the rails are 
thick and boxy, which gives the board 
upwind ability and earlier planing. 

Pro-Tech offers this board in three con¬ 
struction technologies. "Standard" is a 
true epoxy sandwich, with top and bot¬ 
tom using divinycell sheetfoam over an 
EPS foam core; "race" is two pounds 
lighter, using more carbon in the layup; 
and "jump" weight is two pounds heavier 
than the standard. Warranty is six 
months, with jumping covered on the 
jump-weight boards. Retail: $1,115, hull 
only. 

WHAT WE LIKED: In light air, this 
board is up and planing quickly. Its flat¬ 
tened rocker line, light weight, and thick, 
boxy rails give it excellent acceleration 
and planing ability. The 94 eats up lulls 
and is ideal for gusty, holey conditions. 
However, what we noticed most is that it 
feels fast. In both marginal conditions and 
maxed out, the 94's top end kept surpris¬ 
ing us. Its construction is outstanding, 
giving it a great feel through the water. In 
flatter water, this board rips up the up¬ 
wind legs, pointing high and fast, and is 
probably raceable at any level of competi¬ 
tion. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: More than 
any of the other no-nose boards from Pro- 
Tech, this one seemed to submarine on the 
reaches in swells. The board was quirky 
on jibing, requiring exact technique and 
concentration to find its way through the 
turns. 

TECHTESTINTERPRETATION: Pro- 
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Tech's construction on this board is quite 
incredible. It weighs a mere 16.6 pounds 
and the weight-to-volume ratio is .13 
pounds per liter. And while this board is 
only 9T* long, it has volume comparable 
to the other boards in the group. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
This board had the best speed in the group 
by far. Its average of 26.7 mph is signifi¬ 
cantly faster than the rest of the light-air 
slaloms, and its efficiency of205 is the best 
in any of the groups. Finally, while single 
runs are generally not significant, we 
can't overlook the top speed of 28.4, which 
is right up there with the best, despite only 
seeing a maximum wind of 16 mph. 

SUMMARY: The 94 is a great board for 
most conditions. In flat water, the board 
will probably be one of the fastest regard¬ 
less of the wind conditions. The no-nose 
is not the board for the ocean, since we 
found it's tricky to keep the nose out of the 
water on broad reaches. However, from 
10 to 20 knots, in flat to moderately 
choppy water, this board shines. For 
planing and going fast, this is the board. 

Ideal consumer: Besides being an out¬ 
standing board for racers, it is also good 
for the recreational sailor who just wants 
to bum his friend on drag racing. 

Recommended sail range: 5.0 to 6.5. 


SEATREND 94 Ell 


Seatrend boards generally seem very 
race oriented, but this board is better 
suited for recreational sailors. Seatrend 
calls it a recreational/race-oriented de¬ 
sign. The board is designed for early 
planing and light-air sailing. It is full 
volume under the mast track to accommo¬ 
date bigger sails on the light-air days. 
Seatrend recommends this board for sail¬ 
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Ahh, yes, just a bit of fun between the grueling runs. 


ors from 150 to 250 pounds, and for light- 
to medium-air racing and sailing. 

The 94 is available in both World Cup 
and Epoxy II construction technologies. 



Nose and tail width measured.... 
from tail tip to back insert of strap, 
medium; "c* = curvy, kails: *h M = 
production = purple; poly = green, 



Our test model was Epoxy II. Newforthis 
year are a series of internal composite 
blade stringers bonded to the core and 
bottom skin. This, according to the manu¬ 
facturer, produces a stiffer, stronger 
board. The board features a bi-axial 
weave doth laminated over an EPS core, 
which according to Seatrend, makes the 
board lighter, stronger, and more impact 
resistant. 

The finbox and mast track are Chinook 
strongbox, wrapped in carbon, then 
bonded into a high-density foam cassette. 
The cassette is bonded from deck to bot¬ 
tom. Seatrend has also developed a new 
gel coat that, according to the company, 
produces a superior bond, resulting in 
greater chip and nick resistance for a 
smoother, faster finish. Epoxy II boards 
are warranted for one year against de¬ 
fects in materials and workmanship, and 
the warranty covers limited jumping un¬ 
der normal sailing conditions. Eli $995, 
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Even in the Aruba , the wind doesn't always cooperate. 


World Cup $1,295, hull only. 

WHAT WE LIKED: Jibing is this 
board's forte. Both beginners and high- 
performance sailors will have no problem 
working out their turns on this forgiving 
board. The 94 has a good solid feel on the 
water despite its relatively heavy weight. 
It is very stable at low speeds. The square 
tail gives this board a slightly wider 
footprint through the back half, making 
for easier low-speed jibes and motoring 
through lulls. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: The 94's 
biggest problem is that it seemed to lag on 
the reaches. Even when powered up, the 
board didn't feel like it would let loose 
and achieve a high top end. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: 
Once again, Seatrend was the stiffest 
board in the test. This can be partially 
attributed to the internal composite 


stringers. Its weight is slightly above av¬ 
erage for this group, but its stiffness-to- 
weight is in line with or better than the 
production boards. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
This board saw some fairly good winds, 
but put up disappointing numbers. Its 
average speed of 24.5 is the lowest in the 
group. Consequently, its efficiency is also 
low for the group. 

SUMMARY: While this board cer¬ 
tainly won't satisfy a racer's need for early 
planing and lightning acceleration, it is a 
user-friendly board that is stable, easy to 
sail, and great for doing any kind of jibe. 
Its construction feels solid. Overall, this is 
a fun recreational board that sails ad¬ 
equately in a wide range of conditions. 

Ideal consumer: The Seatrend 94 Eli is 
best for the recreational sailor looking for 
an easy jibing board that can handle a 


wide wind range. 

Recommended sail range: 5.5 to 7.5. 


WEST WIND LIGHT AIR 


West Wind has a unique approach to 
the bottom shape of this board. The bot¬ 
tom features a constant vee recessed be¬ 
tween planing rails angled to match the 
water's flow. The manufacturer states 
that air and water are forced along the 
bottom until just before the finbox, where 
the reverse rocker causes the board to feel 
like it is riding on a cushion of air. The 
board is aimed at the intermediate slalom 
sailor in winds between 10 to 20 knots or 
as an all-around slalom board for heavy 
sailors. 

The Light Air is constructed using 
West Wind's innovative honeycomb 
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. ..._ the average board speed superimposed on the average wind speed the board experiencedover the course of its rvns. Center 

^righlcohmns show wind-speed and board-speed ranges. Production=yellow; cuslomproduction = purple; poly=green . 
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sandwich cons’.: uction. This technology 
utilizes 1.5-pound density P.U. foam 
pumped into a honeycomb-lined mold. 
The foam then "turbocharges" in the 
honeycomb cavities, producing a hard, 
impact-resistant core. The core is then 
laid up with hybrid cloths and epoxy 
resin. West Wind utilizes special hard¬ 
wood finbox woodies through to the deck 
along with a "stress dispersal plate" that 
butts against the finbox and provides ad¬ 
ditional reinforcements. Warranty is one 
year against manufacturer's defects. Re¬ 
tail: $895, hull only. 

WHAT WE LIKED: The Light Air gets 
planing fairly quickly, and carries itself 
through a lull extremely well. This board 
is also a comfortably forgiving jiber, car¬ 
rying through turns without effort. Over¬ 


all, this is a very easy board to ride. With 
the footstraps and mast track slightly for¬ 
ward, the board is easy to jibe and easy to 
control in chop. Originally aimed at light- 
air sailing, it is surprisingly easy to sail in 
higher winds and chop. It has a good 
range, and can carry big sails with ease, as 
well as smaller sails in the 5.0 range—as 
long as they have a long enough boom to 
work with the mast track. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: This board 
suffers most going upwind and in top- 
end speed. Its mast track, at 63 3/4" from 
the tail, is much too far forward for the 
new sails, and that limited our ability to 
get the board out of the water. However, 
since test time. West Wind has fixed this 
problem moving the track aft to 55". 
TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: 


West Wind produces this board for dura¬ 
bility, and therefore beefs it up substan¬ 
tially. This accounts for its high weight 
and weight-to-volume ratio. Its stiffness 
is not very high, so this board has a gentle, 
forgiving feel in chop. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
This board falls into the upper half of the 
group, despite having the lowest winds. 
Impressively, the West Wind placed the 
fourth-fastest high run,which confirms 
our belief that this board planes well and 
quickly in light winds and flat water. 

SUMMARY: The Light Air is very 
functional. It is not a racing machine like 
the other West Winds, but it's fun and 
easy to ride. In the most important cat¬ 
egories for intermediates, that is, planing 
and turning, the Light Air is very user- 



Ken Winner sets up. 


TESTING FOR SPEED 

We ran the speed course part of the 
board test as if the boards were the par¬ 
ticipants in a speed trial. We were looking 
for confirmation or denial of some of the 
opinions we had already formed: Would 
boards that we thought were fast show 
badly on the speed course? Would boards 
that seemed to be best for turning or jumping 
be exceptionally fast? Though speed 
competitions are only an indication of merit 
and not proof, we felt the extra information 
would be useful. 

To get a better idea of what kinds of 
differences in results should be considered 
significant, we looked at the five fastest 
runs of selected sailors on selected days of 
the 1990 Speed Series and calculated their 
average efficiency and speed. We dis¬ 
covered that sailors who are consistently 
off the leaders' paceare 1 Oto 25 percentage 
points worse in average efficiency and 
several miles per hour lower in average 


speed. Roughly equal sailors, on the other 
hand, differed in speed by a few tenths of 
a mile or one mile per hour, and as much 
as 10 percentage points in efficiency on 
their five-run averages. We concluded, 
therefore, that roughly equal boards can 
also differ by those amounts. 

In summary, and to reinforce a point 
made in the April board test, a few per¬ 
centage points difference in efficiency is 
not significant, nor is as much as one mph 
difference in speed. On the other hand, 
greater differences than those in either 


speed or efficiency, given similar test con¬ 
ditions, are significant. 

When the top five runs for four days 
are averaged, the differences in speed can 
become quite small. For example. Brad 
Duffy's four-day, five-run average at the 
Busch Speed Challenge in Hood River was 
34.72 mph, while the averages of Ferris 
Hamilton and Rob Mulder were34.73 and 
34.60, respectively. The implication is that 
the more runs we can do on a group of 
boards, the more precisely we can evalu¬ 
ate them .—Ken Winner 


APPROX. WIND SPEED VS. BOARD SPEED 



To better understand efficiency ratings, take a look at these sample results. Since the board's 
efficiency is roughly indicated by the slope of the curve, the stems rise in board speed 
between wind speeds of 9 and 11 mph indicates that the board is highly efficient in that 
7c j' on 9** Inboard Dianing). The lower slope of the curve in winds between 

m P" ,fK '' ea ^ J Ibough the board is faster in such winds, it's less efficient, that 

is, it takes a lot more wind to get an increase in speed. 
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Production = yellow; custom production = purple; poly = green. 


friendly. Its construction seems tough 
and impact resistant so the occasional 
bump won't damage it. And with its 
polyurethane core, this board should not 
absorb as much water as an EPS board. 

Ideal consumer: This is excellent for 
intermediates learning shortboarding 
skills as well as progressing into high- 
performance jibing and drag racing. 

Recommended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 


TIGA 295 


It used to be a common belief that the 
bigger the board, the worse it should per¬ 


form if it is constructed out of plastic. 
However, the brand-new 295 blows that 
theory apart. 

This is an outstanding board for recre¬ 
ational and low-cost moderate-wind per¬ 
formance sailing. The manufacturer 
states this board is designed for medium 
winds and relatively flat water. Unique to 
this board are Tiga's deck concaves, 
which Tiga says increases the stiffness 
and bulks out the rail sections. 

The construction is seamless blow- 
molded urethane skin over a polyure¬ 
thane core. The manufacturer's warranty 
is for one year, all inclusive. Retail: $795, 
including fin, straps, and mast base. 


WHAT WE LIKED: We were pleas¬ 
antly surprised by this board. The lines on 
the 295 are clean and crisp, with the qual¬ 
ity of rails as good as on any epoxy board. 
This board really gets up and goes. We 
found that on reaches the board would 
significantly reduce its wetted surface 
and ride the fin without any problem. The 
295 excels in jibing. At high speeds in 
choppy waters, the board slices through 
turns without the slightest hesitation or 
stuttering. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: The only 
flaw one might find with this board is it 
doesn't plane as quickly as the lighter, 
wider boards. Otherwise, in decent wind, 
this is an outstanding board. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: 
This board is one of the narrowest as well 
as the longest. It has the lowest volume in 
the group, yet is still the heaviest board, 
which is not surprising, being the only 
plastic board in this size range. Predict¬ 
ably, its stiffness is low, which makes for 
a gentle ride, but it also loses energy 
though chop. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
This board had very good efficiency, 
partly because it was tested in the lowest 
average winds and partly because we 
sailed it in such flat waters. Its top-end 
speed was very competitive, being the 
third highest. 

SUMMARY: When the most durable 
and least expensive board in the group 
can perform right up there with the other 
boards, it obviously has an edge on the 
competition. This board performs excep¬ 
tionally, jibing with ease, providing excel¬ 
lent control in high winds, and even pro¬ 
ducing competitive top-end speeds as 
well. 

Ideal consumer: The 295 is perfect as an 
all-around moderate wind board. 

Recommended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 
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BIC ROCK 


This new board from BIC nearly de¬ 
fines what a giant slalom board should be. 
It is big, floaty, stable, easy to sail, and 
even fast. BIC states that the Rock masters 
two specific objectives, being ideal for 
slalom in moderate winds, as well as the 
"ultimate" choice for course racing in 
winds over 15 knots. The Rock is de¬ 
signed with mainland U.S. course-slalom 
conditions in mind, and is light and big 


enough to allow sailors to put away their 
traditional course boards in any planing 
conditions. 

The Rock is constructed in BIC's 
ACEtec, utilizing composite-engineered 
ceramic, carbon, and Kevlar in the lami¬ 
nate. BIC wraps a complete layer of fi¬ 
berglass cloth around a polystyrene core 
with polyurethane resin, with the exotic 
carbon, Kevlar, and ceramics woven in. 
An ASA layer gives the board extra du¬ 
rability. 



Volume = the buoyant force of a board submerged in water. Stiffness = the weiaht necessary to 
deflect the board a given distance relative to the board's length. Price: *h" = hull only; V = 
semi-complete ; *c" = complete. Produ ction = yellow; custom production = purple; poly = green. 
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BIC's warranty covers the board 
against defects in materials or workman¬ 
ship in normal sailing use for one year. 
The BIC warranty does not exclude 
jumping. Retail: $899, including race fin, 
straps, and mast base. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This is a giant 
board, with a large amount of flotation, so 
it pops up on a plane very quickly and 
never seems to fall off. 

The BIC Rock motors over lulls like 
they don't even exist. As the wind picks 
up, the Rock also shows bursts of speed 
surprising for a board this large. It goes 
upwind with ease and it gets out of the 
water and onto its fin for fast downwind 
reaches. 

For sailors under 200 pounds, the Rock 
is as stable and steady as, well... a rock. It 
easily holds a sail as big as you'd ever 
want to shortboard with. Jibing is also a 
pleasant surprise on this large board. The 
wide, diamond-tail design provides lift at 
low speeds and carries through the turn 
well. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: The only 
drawback with this board was the mast- 
track positioning. We would have pre¬ 
ferred it a bit farther aft. 
























































TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: BIC 
has weights in the custom production 
range—its 21.7 pounds is extremely im¬ 
pressive for a board this big. However, 
the stiffness suffers (this board was the 
lowest in the test), coming closer to the 
plastic boards than the epoxies. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
The Rock was second in speed and middle 
of the pack in efficiency, which is as it 
should be since the Rock had such good 
wind. 

SUMMARY: This is an outstanding 
giant slalom board. It does everything 
that the smaller boards do, and more than 
fulfills the purpose of a big light-air board. 
Its light weight combined with high vol¬ 
ume make it both an early planer and 
quick accelerator. The board is more than 
stable enough for uphauling and teach¬ 
ing. 

Ideal consumer: This is the board for 
extra-large sailors who want to 
shortboard on the days when the smaller 
guys are out on their light-wind boards. It 
also works extremely well for learning 
shortboarding skills, or as an entry-level 
board. 

Recommended sail range: 6.0 to 8.0. 







- - — 
■ 


The perpetual tradewinds give the local divi-divi trees their unusual form. 
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Ken Winner and 
Tom James deep in 
conversation. The 
topic—boards tests , 
of course! 



FANATIC HOT RABBIT 


The Rabbit has a somewhat different 
design philosophy from the rest of the 
boards. It's thinner and wider, making it 
loose like a giant wave board and fast like 
a giant slalom board. Fanatic says this is a 
dual-purpose board. It's a fast slalom 
board when sailing in light to moderate 
winds, and an easy-to-uphaul three- 
meter board designed for a wide range of 
use. Fanatic says the board gets early 
planing from its single-concave nose flar¬ 
ing into a triple-concave midsection that 
hannels the lift and moves it aft for accel- 
■tion and high top end. 

Its Hot composite construction incor- 
ates multiple layers of fiberglass corn- 
site that are laid up with micro-balloon 


enhanced resin. A pre-screened polycar¬ 
bonate skin is then vacuum-formed 
around the laid-up core. The Fanatic Hot 
Rabbit carries a one-year limited war¬ 
ranty. Retail: $1,124, with mast base, 
straps, and fin. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This is a great 
jiber. Performance-oriented larger sailors 
can bury a rail and motor through a high¬ 
speed turn, yet its extra width and curvy 
outline make it the ideal board to learn 
carving jibes on as well. In choppy waters, 
it's easy to control. It holds its speed well 
and keeps its nose off the waves, making 
it a great board for open ocean or big 
bodies of water. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: The only 
drawback is that it doesn't have a real 
lively feel. Its outline is curvy, and its rails 


are thin, so the board takes some wind to 
get going. We felt this board's deck is too 
flat for comfortable sailing. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: 
Fanatic's construction is right in the center 
of the pack. This is the lowest-volume 
board of the group, and is also the widest 
and longest. Obviously, then, the Fanatic 
Hot Rabbit is very thin for its size. How¬ 
ever, surprisingly, it still has sufficient 
stiffness. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
While faring exceptionally well in choppy 
waters, it showed some fairly low num¬ 
bers on the flat-water speed course. The 
highest speed this board could muster 
was one of the lowest, despite seeing the 
best gust of the testing, and the highest 
average winds. Its average speed was 
also low, thereby producing a low effi¬ 
ciency. 

SUMMARY: This may be the most 
versatile of the big slalom boards. It has a 
good feel in the chop, and can be sailed in 
higher than usual winds for a board this 
size. This is the kind of board for a begin¬ 
ning shortboarder to learn his jibing on 
and then progress into high-performance 
jibes and advanced shortboarding tech¬ 
nique. Its construction and components 
are proven to be reliable, so this is a board 
that can have a place in the quiver for 
years. 

Ideal consumer: The Rabbit is for the big 
sailor looking for a board he can really 
lean into a jibe. 

Recommended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 



production s purple; poly = green. 





























































THE DATING GAME 

Once I made the mistake of taking a 
non-windsurfing girlfriend to a windsurfing 
destination resort. I promised her endless 
sand/ beaches, gentle waves lapping the 
shore, and palm-tree-lined beach bars. I 
made it sound like the kind of trip they give 
away on The Dating Game , so naturally, 
she was excited. 

Neither of us had ever been to Aruba 
before. But when we got there, the harsh 
reality of many windsurfing destinations 
took hold. There was no sand; just a rock- 
strewn stretch of seaweed-covered beach, 
impossible to walk on without booties. 
Beach bars—right. There wasn't even a 
store within a few miles to buy a six-pack, 
let alone a pina colada. I was having a 
blast, out windsurfing all day, but she 
wasn't faring so well. Without diversions 
like a pool, shade, easy water access, or 
even a bar, she was learning more about 
local traditions from the guys working at 
the resort than I would've liked. 

So I took it upon myself to teach her to 
windsurf. But that soon ended after she cut 
her foot so badly on the reefy bottom she 
couldn't go in the water the rest of the 
week. Miserable nights? Right again. The 
best part of our stay was when the air 
conditioner got fixed. 

Then, one day by chance, I sailed 
around the point and saw what I, or at 
least she, had been looking for^-a hotel on 
an incredible isolated sandy beach, com¬ 
plete with pools, beach bars, and even a 
crew giving windsurfing lessons. 

As it turned out, it was no coincidence 
that the operation looked so perfect. This 
was a Divi Resort, a subsidiary of a com¬ 
pany with operations throughout the Car¬ 
ibbean. When I landed, I was greeted by 
Guy Smith, the Divi Winds manager. He 
showed me around the place, pointing out 
some of the better amenities. I thought it 
was ideal. There were three or four pools, 
bars, steel-drum bands playing, and people 
doing the limbo, line dances, and even the 
lambada. There was a sailboat docked 
offshore that did "booze cruises" in the 
evening, and the whole complex was within 
walking distance of town. It was close to 
shopping, and even had some shops on 
the premises. 

"My girlfriend would love it here," I 
said. 

So, this year we based the Windsurfing 
Magazine board tests out of the Divi 
Tamarijn hotel, where the Divi Winds 
windsurfing operation is based. It is a top- 
notch windsurfing destination for begin¬ 
ners and experts alike. The rental equip- 


Sailing at the Divi Resorts. 

ment consists mostly of 1991 and 1990 
Fanatic and ART gear, with bits from West 
Wind, AHD, and Hot Sails Maui, and 
carbon masts from K.C. Fiber. There al¬ 
ways seemed to be more than enough to 
go around for all the guests. 

Apart from the amenities, though, the 
sailing was much better than expected. 
Launching from the Divi can be a little 
tricky if the wind is more out of the east 
than south, but once outside the wind 
shadow, the sailing here is some of the 
most fun on Aruba. You've probably 
heard that Aruba has no chop, just endless 


flat water, perfect for hero jibes. But off 
the Divi, the water can be choppy, even 
downright rough. 

It's great for chop hopping and other 
freestyle shortboard moves. Occasionally, 
the reef acts up and there are some gentle 
breaking waves ideal for jumping. But 
right offshore, the water is flat and the 
wind filled in, perfect for the speed runs for 
which most people go to Aruba. The Divi 
was ideal for board testing, with its wide 
variety of conditions—and it's even a great 
place to bring your non-windsurfing 
friends .—Tom James 
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PRO-TECH 98 


This is Pro-Tech's only board that does 
not feature its "no-nose" concept. Every¬ 
thing about it seems built for planing. Its 
rails are full and hard, almost like a 
courseboard. The manufacturer states it 
designed this board for light-air course 
slalom and/or heavyweights. It recom¬ 
mends the carbon race version for ulti¬ 
mate performance in this large board, be¬ 
cause it takes 2.5 pounds off the weight of 
the standard version we tested. 

This, as with all Pro-Techs, is available 
in three construction technologies. The 
"standard," which we tested, features an 
EPS foam core, divinycell sheetfoam skin 
sandwich top and bottom. Pro-Tech 
glasses over the rail seam for maximum 
strength. The race weight, as mentioned, 
saves 2.5 pounds, and the jump weight 
adds two pounds to the standard weight. 
The warranty is for six months, with 
jumping covered on the jump weights. 
Retail: $1,135, hull only. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This is a planing 
machine. It has an extreme amount of flat 
in the rocker line; full, boxy rails through¬ 


out the length; and is very light. However, 
once the board is up and planing, the 
performance doesn't end. The 98 is fast, 
stable, lively, goes upwind effortlessly, 
and even jibes well. This is an outstanding 
big board, and is a great choice for light- 
air performance sailing. Its 148 liters of 
volume is plenty for holding big sails, like 
8.0s, and the volume distribution is level 
throughout, making the board easy to 
tack or jibe at low speeds. The construc¬ 
tion is outstanding—the 98 feels really 
tight going across small chop. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: The only 
problem we had with the Pro-Tech is that 
the hard rails tend to catch in chop. And 
naturally, a board this big gets to be a 
handful when it gets windy. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: We 
were impressed with this board's ex¬ 
tremely light weight. This 148-liter board 
comes in weighing a mere 18.6 pounds, 
which makes its weight-to-volume ratio 
the lowest in the test. The stiffness is also 
very high. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
Our head-to-head testing showed this 
board to be an early planer. However, its 


efficiency came out as one of the lowest,as 
it had good wind but couldn't show the 
top end to match. Its average speed, how¬ 
ever, is competitive with the others. 

SUMMARY: The 98 can hold a sail as 
big as you'd want to put on a shortboard, 
and seems to get planing in no wind at all. 

Ideal consumer: This is perfect for the 
sailor trapped in a light-wind location 
who still wants speed thrills. Heavy¬ 
weights will also find that this may be the 
easiest shortboard for keeping up with the 
small guys in marginal days. 

Recommended sail range: 6.0 to 8.0. 


SEATREND 96 RACE 


Seatrend has a reputation for innova¬ 
tion and for producing full-performance 
light-air boards. The 96 is the latest in the 
line following this tradition. It features a 
subtle tri-cave nose for early planing and 
the rear section is a simple rolled vee. 

We tested the lighter World Cup 
model, although it's also available in Ep¬ 
oxy II. Its construction features a full 
carbon wrap top and bottom with a high' 
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PRO-TECH 98 


This is Pro-Tech's only board that does 
not feature its "no-nose" concept. Every¬ 
thing about it seems built for planing. Its 
rails are full and hard, almost like a 
courseboard. The manufacturer states it 
designed this board for light-air course 
slalom and/or heavyweights. It recom¬ 
mends the carbon race version for ulti¬ 
mate performance in this large board, be¬ 
cause it takes 2.5 pounds off the weight of 
the standard version we tested. 

This, as with all Pro-Techs, is available 
in three construction technologies. The 
"standard," which we tested, features an 
EPS foam core, divinycell sheetfoam skin 
sandwich top and bottom. Pro-Tech 
glasses over the rail seam for maximum 
strength. The race weight, as mentioned, 
saves 2.5 pounds, and the jump weight 
adds two pounds to the standard weight. 
The warranty is for six months, with 
jumping covered on the jump weights. 
Retail: $1,135, hull only. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This is a planing 
machine. It has an extreme amount of flat 
in the rocker line; full, boxy rails through¬ 


out the length; and is very light. However, 
once the board is up and planing, the 
performance doesn't end. The 98 is fast, 
stable, lively, goes upwind effortlessly, 
and even jibes well. This is an outstanding 
big board, and is a great choice for light- 
air performance sailing. Its 148 liters of 
volume is plenty for holding big sails, like 
8.0s, and the volume distribution is level 
throughout, making the board easy to 
tack or jibe at low speeds. The construc¬ 
tion is outstanding—the 98 feels really 
tight going across small chop. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: The only 
problem we had with the Pro-Tech is that 
the hard rails tend to catch in chop. And 
naturally, a board this big gets to be a 
handful when it gets windy. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: We 
were impressed with this board's ex¬ 
tremely light weight. This 148-liter board 
comes in weighing a mere 18.6 pounds, 
which makes its weight-to-volume ratio 
the lowest in the test. The stiffness is also 
very high. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
Our head-to-head testing showed this 
board to be an early planer. However, its 


efficiency came out as one of the lowest,as 
it had good wind but couldn't show the 
top end to match. Its average speed, how¬ 
ever, is competitive with the others. 

SUMMARY: The 98 can hold a sail as 
big as you'd want to put on a shortboard, 
and seems to get planing in no wind at all. 

Ideal consumer: This is perfect for the 
sailor trapped in a light-wind location 
who still wants speed thrills. Heavy¬ 
weights will also find that this may be the 
easiest shortboard for keeping up with the 
small guys in marginal days. 

Recommended sail range: 6.0 to 8.0. 


SEATREND 96 RACE 


Seatrend has a reputation for innova¬ 
tion and for producing full-performance 
light-air boards. The 96 is the latest in the 
line following this tradition. It features a 
subtle tri-cave nose for early planing and 
the rear section is a simple rolled vee. 

We tested the lighter World Cup 
model, although it's also available in Ep¬ 
oxy II. Its construction features a full 
carbon wrap top and bottom with a high' 
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Join Bjorn Dunkerbeck, 
Anders Bringdal, Mark 
Angulo, Rush Randle, Britt 
Dunkerbeck, and the high¬ 
flying Laird Hamilton for 
some of the most incredible 
footage ever recorded! 

The Years hottest video is 
now even hotter! We've 
included 1990's Moving 
Target Video on the same 
tape. That means over 45 
minutes of heart stopping 
footage for only $19.95! 
Call Sailways & place 
your order today! 
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80O544-WDMD 

301 Commerce Drive 
/ Fairfield. CT 06430 



density sheet foam sandwich on the deck. 
New this year are composite blade string¬ 
ers, which, according to the manufac¬ 
turer, increase the strength over 300 per¬ 
cent. The warranty is for 90 days, and the 
World Cup models are not intended for 
jumping. Retail: Eli $995, World Cup 
$1,295, hull only. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This board is an 
outstanding combination of light-air 
planing, high flotation, easy jibing, and 
speed. Its thickness through the center, 
along with thinned-out rails, gives the 96 
adequate flotation for extra-heavy¬ 
weights or for carrying a big sail, but it 
doesn't sacrifice too much on the maneu¬ 
verability and speed categories. It jibes 
like a smaller board, and even has a 
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"loose" feeling to it, which we normally 
don't associate with such big boards. 

Another impressive quality is its light¬ 
ning-quick acceleration. This board gets 
out of the water and feels extremely fast, 
only to show further bursts of speed 
whenever a gust hits. Lulls seem like they 
don't exist. This board is extremely 
raceable, with its reaching and upwind 
speeds very impressive in light to moder¬ 
ate wind ranges. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: This board 
is not extremely stable at low speeds. 
Because the deck is heavily domed, it's 
much more comfortable when sailing in 
the straps than when trying to uphaul or 
sail out of the straps. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: 
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BIG WINDS 


* NORTH • SAILWORKS • WADDELL • SIMMER I 
DA KINE • GORGE TECH • CHINOOK • TONS OF FINS | 

505 Cascajl > Hood River, OR 97031 


503 - 386-6086 
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It now lasts up to five years longer. 

lh 5 r “ S* lon § er nowadays. Up to five years longer, says one study, 
than in 1970. One reason is that people know more about reducing their risk 

" A * helped - Thisyear,he AHA wi " invest more 

than $70 million in cardiovascular research and organize 2 7 million 

volunteers to go out and spread the word. To learn more, write us at: 

7320 Greenville Ave., Box 10, Dallas, TX 75231. 

American Heart 
Association 


This space provided as a public service. 
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This board is easily the stiffen board in the 
group, and with its low weight, is one of 
the most impressively constructed boards 
we have ever come across. 

SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: 
The 96 had the highest efficiency, highest 
average speed, and highest top speed, 
even though it was tested in only average 
winds. This reaffirms our feelings that 
this is one of the most productive boards 
of this size. 

SUMMARY: This is one of the few 
giant boards that seems more built for 
heavyweight racing and performance 
light-air sailing than entry-level 
shortboarding. In the lightweight World 
Cup construction, this board is a great 
light-air board because it's such an out¬ 
standing planer. 

Ideal consumer: This board is probably 
the best suited for racing of any in this 
range. Beginning and intermediate 
shortboard sailors could grow into this 
board, but its lack of stability makes it less 
than perfect for less experienced sailors. 

Recommended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 


HIFLY CURTISS 310 


This is the biggest shortboard we have I 
ever tested, and has as much flotation. I 
HiFly calls this the first of a new class of I 
board, a universal funboard without a 
daggerboard. HiFly states it's designed 
for sailors new to a funboard, looking for I 
instant success but with performance to I 
satisfy. It is constructed in blow-molded 
polypropylene, offering a one-year, full- I 
coverage warranty. Retail: $999, includes I 
board and full rig, clamp-on boom, two- 1 
piece mast, and 5.5 fun sail. [ 

WHAT WE LIKED: We didn't expect 
to get any speed out of this board, but I 
amazingly, it rides like a shortboard and I 
goes faster than many boards a foot 1 
shorter. The nose stays out of the water, I 
and you can get the Curtiss up riding on I 
its fin for solid top-end speed. It is an easy I 
board to get upwind, using the full length I 
of the sharp rails. This board is user- 1 
friendly for beginning to intermediate I 
shortboard sailors. It footsteers well, and I 
is easy to jibe at both low speeds and in I 
full-planing mode. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: Aboard L 
this big should have tremendous planing | 
potential. However, at 32 pounds, it re- r 
ally isn't a quick planer. We found it I 
difficult to crank a tight planing jibe, but f 
you can't really expect to on a board over 
10 feet long. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: At 




















Designer 
Trevor Baylis 
race-testing at 
the Vela 1 
wind Center 
in Baja. 


Introducing the Monoslalom. 

Our new preloaded two cam design 
is aggressively fast. Yet easy to con¬ 
trol. Acceleration is instantaneous. 
Just hook in and go. Since there's no 
more backhand overload, sailing at 
your limit is almost effortless. 

Once you're used to the higher 
speed, launch a sky-scraper jump or 
rip a lay down jibe. With our short 
elliptical foot and Waddell inducers 
it's easy. 

For the dealer nearest you, or a free 
brochure, call us at (408) 425- 
7377, Fax: (408) 425-7381. 

Or write Waddell Sails, 

429 Ingalls Street, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95060. 
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10’2" and 25-1/2 inches wide, and with 
156 liters of volume, the Curtiss is stretch¬ 
ing the limits of what most people con¬ 
sider a shortboard. Naturally, this poly 
board is relatively heavy and lacks stiff¬ 
ness, but these factors shouldn't affect the 
recreational sailors at which it's aimed, 
SPEED TEST INTERPRETATION: De¬ 
spite its big size, heavy weight, and the 
low winds, the Curtiss ended up in the 
center of the pack in most categories. The 
most wind this board saw was only 14.5 


mph, but it still had a respectable top 
speed. 

SUMMARY: This is an interesting 
board to sail because it is so floaty. You 
can get away with "shortboarding mur¬ 
der," doing things that would normally 
make you blow your jibe or fall off a plane. 
You expect it to sail like a longboard, but 
it really jibes and handles they way you 
want a shortboard to feel. It is possible to 
go fast and do fun turns, but the sailor 
looking to make the transition from his 


first sailboard right into shortboarding is 
undoubtedly the best application for this 
board. 

Ideal consumer: We recommend this 
board as a first shortboard for heavy¬ 
weights, and even a first sailboard for 
lightweights. It is amazingly stable, being 
over 25 inches wide, and is the easiest 
board that doesn't have a daggerboard to 
uphaul. There is never a need to 
waterstart this board. 

Recommended sail range: 5.5 to 8.5. ■ 


RBS™ Battens 
Strong, lightweight 
tube and epoxy battens 
are custom tapered for 
each sail section. 


Induced Mast Bend 
Precisely placed cams 
above and below the 
booms pre-bend the 
mast to lock the sail in 
its optimum shape. 
Result: smooth, power¬ 
ful acceleration, con¬ 
trollable top end. 


Pre-Twisted Leech 
Aligns the entire sail 
correctly to the wind, 
while keeping the 
power low. 


Short Elliptical Foot 
It both closes the gap 
and is easy to jibe. 


5-7 Mil Monofilm 
Construction 
High grade 5 mil film 
in the sails body: heavy 
gauge 7 mil below the 
booms for impact 
strength. 
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Course boards were 
out in numbers at the 
Tudor Watch Winter 
Nationals held at 
Sanibel Island, 
Florida. More than 
150 racers showed 
up for the season's 
first event. 



by Tom James HHI he reports of the course board's 

*C ! demise have been greatly exag- 
gerated. Amid all the course- 
I slalom hype and excitement, the 
* simple fact remains that if you go 

to a course race anywhere in the continen¬ 
tal United States, a course board is not 
only a luxury to have, but a necessity. 

Granted, the boards have a limited use 
range, which is not saying that they have 
a limited wind range, but merely a small 
window of preferred use. Our experience 
over the last year shows that course 


boards only come out of the garage in five- 
to 15-mph winds. Any less, and nothing is 
out on the water other than some die-hard 
Division II sailors. Any more, and 
shortboards are obviously the call. 
Course boards are no longer the ultimate 
all-around board. 

Don't get us wrong—few, if any, types 
of boards are more worth having. Some of 
the course boards, such as the Fanatic and 
F2, are not only good for racing, but also 
ideal for a beginner to learn on, grow into, 
then have around as a board for cruising 


surfing 


























FAR FROM 

OBSOIM 


Course boards still 
fill a needed niche 


and racing if he progresses to a shortboard 
for most of his sailing. The Mistral also fits 
into this category for a middleweight or 
lightweight, since it is slightly smaller and 
easier to handle for sailors under 150 
pounds, who need not worry so much 
about flotation. 

While we tried to keep in mind that a 
course board could be the only board one 
needs to own, today's sailing realities 
dictate otherwise. Recreational sailors 
and racers alike want to be out on their 
shortboards whenever the wind picks up. 


So even though it is worthwhile sailing 
course boards with sails smaller than 6.5s, 
by that time shortboard sailors can easily 
be out on 5.5s or even smaller, so we 
limited our testing to conditions dictating 
6.5s or larger. 

Our testing consisted of a simple but 
course-board-experienced team: myself 
and Ken Winner. While many of today's 
top sailors are not versed in course board 
sailing, the two of us are from the "old 
school." We remember when course 
boards were the most exciting products 
on the market. Most of our early racing 
experiences were on the Windsurfer”, or 
open-class, all-around boards. When 
"funboard racing" evolved, course 
boards could actually plane with 
shortboard speed on the reaches, and 
cook upwind unlike any boards we ever 
sailed. Racing became fun. Fortunately, 
these new boards still evoke those feel¬ 
ings. 

Actually, we wanted to test the boards 
in light winds, since that is where they are 


mostly used, and our test location in 
Melbourne, Florida, was a little too co¬ 
operative. Luckily, the people at 
Aerotech were kind enough to lend us 
some identical sets of big (7.5) and really 
big (8.4) sails, which put us on the water in 
eight-knot winds. At that speed with the 
big sails, we could easily get the boards 
planing upwind, and in 10 knots, we 
could pump up to a plane on the reaches. 
By 12 knots, we were planing on the 7.5s 
and wondering why course boards aren't 
more popular. 


AHD ELIMINATOR 


When this board appeared three sea¬ 
sons ago, it was tough to beat—and still is. 
Straight off the World Cup circuit and 
specifically designed for dominating up¬ 
wind legs, the Eliminator features sharp, 
thick, boxy rails, and a narrow, straight 
outline. AHD states that this is for serious 
racers only, having optimum perfor¬ 
mance in light-wind conditions. Con- 
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.traction is a heat and pressure epoxy 
molding system. The EPS core is covered 
with multiple layers of selected laminates 
1 and is only available in a race weight 
layup. Warranty is six months limited. 

I Retail: $1,950, with race centerboard and 
mast track. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This is an excellent 
board on all points of sail. Its light weight 
aids in quickness to plane and accelera¬ 
tion, and when the wind picks up, the 
Eliminator feels like a thoroughbred 
racer. Upwind, this is probably the most 
• interesting board to sail. It can point ex¬ 
tremely high, with its flat rocker line and 
thick, sharp rails, but it's fastest upwind 
with the daggerboard slightly retracted 
and when you have the board footing. 
Even though this doesn't allow it to point 
as high, the board gains substantial speed, 
and is very tough to beat upwind. It's a 

good jiber,beingso light—thenosecomes 

around more quickly, making the board 
. feel lively. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: From a 
racer's standpoint, there is nothing not to 
like about this board, but from the recre¬ 
ational standpoint, the components could 
be more user-friendly. Everything works 



WIHDSDIFINI! 







































II I nil 


VITAL STATISTICS 1 

COURSE BOARDS 


F2 LIGHTNING WC RACE 

12*5 

25- 

35.6 

249 

.14 
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3.8 

1 

1,695 S 

FANATIC ULTRA CAT 

126 

26" 

35.8 

250 

.14 

144 

4.0 

i 

1,795 S 

MISTRAL EQUIPE LCS 

123 

25’ 

35.7 

224 

.16 

134 

375 

1 

1,895 S 

AHD ELIMINATOR 
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Volume = the buoyant force of a board submerged in water . Stiffness = the weight necessary to 
deflect the board a given distance relative to the board's length . Price: h" = hull only; "s" - 
semi-complete. Production = yellow; custom production = purple. 



well, but there are no frills with this 
board's accessories. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: The 
Eliminator is easily the lightest in the test. 
At 32 pounds, it's almost four pounds 
lighter than the others. Also, it has the 
lowest weight-to-volume ratio. The 
board's size is unique. Even though it's 
just one liter away from the highest vol¬ 
ume board, the AHD is the narrowest by 
nearly an inch. 

COMPONENTRY COMMENTS: The 
Eliminator's components are very simple, 
yet effective, and easy to customize, if 
necessary. The daggerboard works ad¬ 
equately, although its design makes it 
more difficult to kick back. The mast 
track—-which was moved back a couple of 
inches this season—works well, although 
the pedal has no angle to it and must be 
pressed straight down from above to 
work. 

SUMMARY: Make no mistake, this is 
a board fpr racers. It is relatively narrow 
and thick, making it the least stable for 
beginners of any board in the test, but that 
makes it one of the most attractive for 
racers. It has great acceleration, motors 
upwind, and with its new track and strap 
positioning, the Eliminator no longer has 
the reputation of being just an "upwind 


board." Overall, this is a great board to 
have on the race course. Its light weight 
and high volume give it the light-air/big 
sail competitiveness needed for today's 
course racing, yet its narrow outline al¬ 
lows for good top-end speeds and control 
when the wind picks up. 


F2 LIGHTNING WC RACE 


This much-heralded copy of Bjorn 
Dunkerbeck's racing board from a couple 
of seasons back has racked up an ex¬ 
tremely impressive racing record over the 
last two seasons. The World Cup Race 
was the first of the extra-large, full-vol¬ 
ume racing boards. For '91, the World 
Cup Race features F2's new AC Multi 
Axial construction. The board has full- 
length carbon bands running across the 


If you go to a course race 
anywhere in the 
continental United 
States, a course hoard is 
not only a luxury to have, 
hut a necessity. 


top and bottom. In addition, the layup has 
a carbon/Kevlar fabric in a circumference 
wrap around the strap area. The bottom 
laminate has a full-length multi-axial fi¬ 
ber. 

The Lightning utilizes the Powerbox 
fin system, which the manufacturer states 
produces the tightest and smoothest fit 
possible while increasing upwind ability 


and reducing spinout. The warranty is for 
one year, all inclusive. Retail: $1,695, 
semi-complete, with powerbox fin and 
straps. 

WHAT WE LIKED: The Lightning 
World Cup Race is one of the big boards in 
this test, and its light-wind performance 
reflects that. The board planes in very 
light winds, and its upwind performance 
in these conditions is extremely competi¬ 
tive. As the wind picks up, the Lightning 
World Cup Race is remarkably stable, 
easily holding a fast, straight line through 
chop and waves. 

Surprisingly, this big board handles 
itself well through the turns. Its wide tail 
and good planing ability make it easy to 
keep planing though a wide carving jibe. 
The setup is outstanding, with the compo¬ 
nents and volume distribution balanced 
to perfection. We never felt uncomfort¬ 
able, regardless of the conditions. As 
usual with F2, the components are flaw¬ 
less. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: As the 
winds pick up, the Lightning World Cup 
Race becomes more difficult to jibe. On 
fully powered reaches, the top end starts 
to fall short, but otherwise, this is a great 
all-around board. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: This 
board is in the middle of the pack in 
weight and stiffness. At 249 liters, it is a 
high-volume course board, and its 14.5- 
inch tail is, along with one other board, the 
widest in the group. 

COMPONENTRY COMMENTS: The 
Lightning has some of the most refined 
components in the test. The mast track 
works smoothly and easily, and has an 
extra-large, easy-to-work pedal. The 
daggerboard fits into the deck through a 
unique system, which allows the tension 
to be as tight as a sailor would like without 
altering its fit into the cassette. The blade 
is also impressive—large, stiff, and well 
foiled. Finally, the gasket is supple 
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enough for easy operation, yet sturdy 
enough—no water shoots through. The 
straps are well placed, easy to use, and 
very comfortable. As a finishing touch, 
the Powerbox is a big plus for fin attach¬ 
ment ease. 

SUMMARY: This board was well 
ahead of its time when the manufacturer 


introduced it. Its wide, thick, high-vol¬ 
ume design was aimed at dominating the 
big sail, light-wind course board races— 
two seasons before it was clear that was 
the path course boards would follow. The 
Lightning World Cup Race is one of the 
quickest boards to plane, and possibly the 
best board for heavier sailors. 


FANATIC ULTRA CAT 


This new version may very well eclipse 
its predecessor's successful race record. 
The design is substantially bigger in 
width and volume than the old Cat, and it 
has fuller, harder rails. These features are 
designed to accommodate racing in 


Ken Winner and Tom James rig up for some light-wind testing in Melbourne, Florida. 


This is it The first boom 
that delivers more by demanding 
less. Less hassle. Less weight and 
less wasted energy. 

The Power Taper* and our renowned VW Qold 
are the world’s only booms constructed from 
Easton E8 aluminum. 

Stiffer, stronger, lighter with 
completely interchangeable exten¬ 
sions and rears - The Power Taper 
Boom features our exclusive I '/«" grip 
area, a full 4-8mm thinner where it counts 
the most - right in the palms of your hands. 

INTRODUCE 


For tht name of th* Windsurfing Hawaii dtaler ntaresl you, call 1-800-444-8228 
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lighter winds with bigger sails. Fanatic 
* this board is the "ultimate course¬ 
racing machine/' delivering maximum 
-ried on all points of sail. Its upwind 
ability is partially attributed by Fanatic to 
the new "dual cam" centerboard, which 
puts more blade into the water for better 
upwind performance. 

The Ultra Cat retains its double-con- 
cave bottom shape, which Fanatic says 
cives the perfect combination of maxi¬ 
mum lift and planing ability with a perfect 
ride. It's only available in Fanatic's Ultra 
Carbon, which incorporates multi-axial 
glass cloth with spheretex-enhanced 
resin. Wide carbon strips run longitudi¬ 
nally through the board for increased 
stiffness, with additional glass in the 
footstraps and rail sections. Warranty is 
one year, limited. Retail: $1,795, semi, 
including mast base, straps, carbon fin, 
and centerboard; $1,695, hull only with 
base and centerboard. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This board is a 
light-wind machine. Its size and rocker 
line are outstanding in subplaning and 
marginal planing conditions. This big, 
moderately light board is very stable at 
low speeds; then, in the slightest puff, 
leaps to an upwind plane riding on the 


daggerboard and thick rail. It makes the 
transition from lagging to planing easier 
than any course board we've tested. In 
winds up to 15 knots, the Ultra Cat just 
motors, pointing high into the wind as 
well. The Ultra Cat is an easy board to jibe 
in winds as light as 10 knots. In heavier 
winds, it s still good for turning, but must 
be jibed in a wider radius. Probably the 
most outstanding feature besides its light- 
wind performance is the componentry 
WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: When the 
wind picks up, this board becomes a 


handful, but that's probably the key to its 
light-air performance. You can't have 
everything, but the Ultra Cat comes close. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: The 
Ultra Cat is big, being the longest, widest, 
and having the most volume of any course 
board we've tested. It's the stiffest in the 
test, which indicates it is well beefed up. 
This normally adds up to a very heavy 
board, but as a credit to Fanatic's con¬ 
struction, its weight is still reasonable, at 
just under 36 pounds—so naturally, it 
fares well in lighter conditions. 
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Nose and tail width measured one foot from tip. Strap and mashtrack placements measured 
from tail tip to back insert of strap , and to back of track. Outlines: *s* = straight; 0 m" = 
medium; c = curvy. Rails: "h" = hard; "m* s medium; "s* = soft. Production = yellow; custom 
production = purple, 



Here's a power delivery system that 
control - for longer sessions and hi 
With a quick-connect , pivoting frm 
and the easy Tie-Off Rear ,; rigging's 
And sailing's a blast Qrab one todt 


'OWERED TRIP 


Product Information 96 


windsurfing hawaii 


t (Jorge, Vancouver, Hengelo, Osaka, Auckland, Rio, Seoul 

. 


Rider: Brian Castrio 






























Hi-Tech Surf Sports 
444 Hana Hwy. 
Kahului. Maui 96732 
PH. (808) 877-2111 


WAVE, GORGE AND SLALOMS 
Extruded Styrofoam Wava and Gorga Models 
Custom Composita Racing Slaloms 


Hi-Tech 

MAUI • HAUAII 


Hl-Tach Custom Sailboards 
8585 Commarca Ava. 

San DIago.CA 92121 
PH. (619) 689-8388 
.sjf’L •-- 
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For you. For her. 

For Life. Keep your 
heart healthy. 


American 

Heart 

Association 



COMPONENTRY COMMENTS: 
Components don't get any better than 
this. Every possible detail has been 
worked to perfection, making this board 
one of the most satisfying to ride. Prob¬ 
ably most unique to the board's operation 
is the interaction of the mast track and the 
daggerboard. By retracting the smoothly 
operating large racing blade, the head of 
the daggerboard operates the track pedal, 
allowing the sailor to pull the mast track 
back in the same motion as retracting the 
centerboard. The unique double-pivot 
centerboard allows the blade to be moved 
toward the rear when retracting, allowing 
the mast track to move back even farther. 
The gasket is also outstanding. The track 
is placed farthest aft of any of the course 
boards, reflecting the most current design 
trends on the World Cup. 

SUMMARY: For light-air racers, this 
could be the ticket to the winner's circle 
this season. Its oversized design is a big 
bonus for light-wind, big-sail races, but 
it's not limited to that. This is a board that 
is going to be stable and easy to perfor¬ 
mance sail for nearly any size sailor, 
making it the ideal funboard for the 
heavyweight recreational sailor. 
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MISTRAL EQUIPE LCS 


What more can be said? This is the 
board that started it all; one that has gone 
through significant changes and still re¬ 
mains competitive. The manufacturer 
states that the Equipe is designed solely 
for the demands of course-board racing. 
It has extremely hard and boxy rails up 
front for upwind ability, and a very nar¬ 
row tail—what Mistral describes as a 
slalom-shaped stem—to give the Equipe 
shortboard speed in high winds. 


The Equipe is available in Mistral's 
Light Carbon System (LCS) construction, 
which utilizes a blend of unidirectional 
carbon and EPS foam. New for 1991 are 
lightweight composite stringers for longi¬ 
tudinal stiffness and increased impact re¬ 
sistance. The '91 Equipe also is equipped 
with a Powerbox finbox system, 
multiposition footstraps, and recessed 
footstrap pads. Warranty: One year for all 
sailing conditions. Retail: $1,895, with 
racing daggerboard, straps, and glass race 
skeg. 


WHAT WE LIKED: Everything about 
this board is outstanding. On a moderate 
wind, powered-up reach, the narrow 
winged pin tail gives this board the speed 
and feeling of a slalom board rather than 
a 12-foot course board. Few windsurfing 
experiences match the feeling of skipping 
over small chop at Mach speed on the 
Equipe in light to moderate winds. The 
mast track allows one to bring the sail way 
back, getting most of the board out of the 
water, and blasting by everything but the 
best shortboards. On turns, the Equipe 
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The test team making final adjustments. 


also shines. The board dives into high¬ 
speed jibes without hesitation, and comes 
through a tight or wide-radius turn 
without any loss of speed. Upwind, this 
board is easily competitive in about 10 
knots, and as the wind increases, it only 
gets better. Needless to say. Mistral has its 


act together on the accessories. 

WHAT WE DIDN'T LIKE: Consider¬ 
ing that this board has the least volume in 
the test, it does remarkably well in light 
air. However, under the load of a giant 
sail and the demands of light-air course 
racing, the Equipe may no longer be the 


first board on the water planing. 

TECH TEST INTERPRETATION: The 
Equipe is easily the smallest board in the 
test. At only 224 liters, the board is more 
from the old school of course boards— 
that is, for varied conditions rather than 
just light air. The weight-to-volume ratio 
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Unconditionally 


Guaranteed. 


ONE YEAR 
UNLIMITED 
NO HASSLE 
WARRANTY 


We have so much 
confidence in the 
sails that we sell that 
we'll stand behind 
them 

Thrash it, rip unconditionally! 

. ft>. * ea T With sail prices sky¬ 

rocketing you can't 


We'll either 
repair it or 
replace it 


FREE! 


afford to take a 
chance buying from 
somebody else! So, 
the next time your 
head goes through your sail or your dog 
decides to have a field day with your new 
quiver the repair is on us! 

Sailways Has One of The Largest Sail 
Repair Facilities On The East Coast! 

We use original state-of-the-art 
materials manufactured by all the 
leading sail cloth manufacturers 
worldwide and our turn around time 
is unequalled! SO, if you were crazy 
enough to buy your sail from another 
source we can repair it for you 
quickly. Call us today and ask for our 
"Sail Repair By Mail" 

lways carries the fall lines of 
NeU Pryde, North, UP & 
Windsurfing Hawaii Sails. Call 
us and place your order today! 

800-544-WIND 


/ 301 Commerce Drive 

/ Fairfield, CT 06430 


Course boards were used in the course-slalom race as well as the long-distance race 
at the Corpus Christi U.S. Open. 


Launching in light winds on the river in Melbourne. 


is higher than we expected for the usually 
light Mistral boards, but comparable to 
others in the test. Its stiffness is right in 
line with the other boards. 

COMPONENTRY COMMENTS: The 
Mistral componentry is impeccable. The 
multiposition footstrap inserts and new 
"Softedge" footstraps are ideal for the 
sailor who needs to customize his stance. 
Its three-inch range can make a substan¬ 
tial difference. The extra-long mast track 
is a nice feature for bigger sails. The 
daggerboard, with its padded cover. 


works flawlessly and is easy to operate. 
The gasket seems especially resistant to 
failure, being screwed and epoxied on. 

SUMMARY: Since the Equipe has not 
gone the way of the extra-large boards, it 
is still always a pleasure to ride. It may be 
the best all-around board ever developed. 
What's most impressive is its range. It's 
amazingly fast and easy to control on the 
top end, yet works very well in the light 
air. As an all-around board for racing or 
just cruising in any conditions, the Equipe 
still can't be beat. ■ 


Can You 
Afford To 
Buy A 
New Sail 
From 
Anyone 
Efe? 
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NAME 


TELEPHONE (AREA CODE) 


■ $20,000 in Amateur prizes 

■ Custom trophies 

■ $40,000 Pro purse 

■ $8,000 Pro Masters purse 
a PBA and USBA sanctioned 


PRO ENTRY FEE 

■ US $100 for PBA members 

■ US $125 for non-PBA members 
AMATEUR ENTRY FEE 

■ US $75 




8AILB0AR08, INC. 


/& 

American Airlines 

^Gaast r a 


FIBERSPRR, IOC. 


Put some wind in your sails and 
pocket the prizes at the 1991 
U.S. Open Regatta. 


Make your plans now to sail the 
warm bay waters of the windiest 
city in the nation! 




ADDRESS 


A 


CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


COUNTRY 



CLASS - CHECK ONE: 

- PRO MEN 

_ PRO WOMEN 

_ PRO MASTERS 


AM MEN 
AM WOMEN 

AM MASTERS (OVER 35) 

AM GRAND MASTERS (OVER 45) 


RETURN TO: U.S. OPEN COMMITTEE, ATTENTION: CONNIE HARALSON 


po unvote rnpptlf; CHRISTI. TEXAS 78469-9136, (512)886-3691 FAX (512)886-3659 










Innovations ■ New Equipment ■ Gearing Up 



The honeycomb sandwich construction of the Plane Air hollow board gives it twice the dent 
resistance and strength of even the best epoxy composites , says the company. 


INNOVATIONS 


HOLLOW BOARDS: 
HOLDING THEIR OWN 

ollow boards are not 
new, nor are they 
limited to the mad scientists 
locked up in their garages 
with a vacuum pump and a 
barrel of resin. Natives had 
them thousands of years ago 
when they first hollowed out 
a log. Early surfers had 
hollow balsa boards, which 
weighed considerably less 
than solid boards, and were 
much more maneuverable. I 
had a hollow board five years 
ago when I lived in San 
Diego. Hollow watercraft 
has always been a good idea. 

My first hollow board was 
a Velocity Air Core, and at 
9’9", it only weighed about 16 
pounds—easily four pounds 
: lighter than anything else in 
its size range. Its light 
weight was its strong point, 

; but everything about that 
board was great as well. It 
I planed early, and made a 
| really loud slap while 
r planing across the small chop 


in Mission Bay. Then, one 
day I neglected to put its 
plug in. Things went fine for 
a while; I sailed way out into 
the big bay in light but 
planing conditions. Then the 
wind dropped. 

Not planing and the plug 
being out are a bad combina¬ 
tion for hollow boards. It 
started to take on water, and 
I freaked out. Of course, I got 
in all right (even a flooded 
hollow board has buoyancy. 
I've since found out), but I 
sold that board a week later. 

That attitude was typical 
back then, says Tony Logosz, 
the maker of that board and 
who is now the owner of 
Logoszworks. According to 
Logosz, that was one of the 
reasons his company. 
Velocity Customs, stopped 
making the hollow boards. 
The public wasn't ready for 
them back in '85 to '87, he 
says, "Everyone had a 'boat 
mentality.' They always 
thought the boards would 
sink if they took on water." 

However, Logosz still has 
an interest in hollow boards. 


Getting rid of a five-pound 
core on a 140-liter giant 
slalom board is naturally 
attractive, but, he says, to 
make a really good hollow 
board, you have to use good 
materials. That, of course, 
gets expensive. 

Fanatic was also in the 
hollow board business about 
three years ago. Expensive is 
an understatement when 
talking about the high-tech 
hollow board it produced. 
Made from the plug of the 
old Ultra Bee shape. Fanatic's 
9 , 2 M , 115-liter board weighed 
about eight pounds. It also 
cost $5,000 wholesale. 

Fanatic utilized its resin- 
impregnated honeycomb 
construction, which was 
borrowed from big racing 
boats the company had built. 
That board was, and maybe 
still is, the most high-tech 
board ever built. 

While we never got to 
"borrow" one here at the 
magazine for testing. Fanatic 
designers Philip Prudenz and 
Monty Spindler sailed the 
board extensively, and came 


to the conclusion that it was 
too light to be sailed comfort¬ 
ably. Fanatic USA Director 
Ron van Oostendorp states 
that the company could have 
designed a smaller board that 
could more easily handle the 
lightness, but simply didn't 
pursue the project any 
further—also because of 
price considerations. 

Back in the early '80s, 

Mistral experimented with 
some hollow Ml models (its 
old Division II board), and 
Robby Naish even won the 
Worlds on it. Now, most 
Division II boards are 
hollow, including the 
Lechner used in the Olym¬ 
pics. One of the biggest 
incentives for these hollow 
board builders was light 
weight—more accurately, 
strength-to-weight ratios. 

Robin Thomas of Laminar 
Flow Systems in St. Thomas 
has been tinkering with 
sailboards for the last 10 
years. He makes hollow 
boards that he says are 
"unbelievably strong." With 
a background in aeronautics, 
Thomas is no stranger to 
composite technology. His 
boards, unlike many of the 
hollow boards coming out, 
are not honeycomb. Thomas 
prefers to use a combination 
of sheetfoam, carbon, and 
Kevlar to achieve the 
strength he desires. 

If he were on a board that 
got punctured while out at 
sea, he says, he'd rather it be 
a foam-core board, because it 
would retain most of its 
* flotation. However, he 
points out that Styrofoam 
absorbs three times its weight 
in water and is impossible to 
fully drain. His hollow 
boards, on the other hand, 
are much more puncture 
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resistant (with all the weight 
in the skin), and simple to 
drain. You just pull the plug, 
and if any water got in, it 
runs right out, leaving the 
board good as new. 

Another unique feature of 
a hollow board is that it can 
be pressurized. By blowing 
into the plug before the 
board hits the water, the 
board will show any leaks by 
bubbling. 

Besides the draining and 
leak-checking advantages, 
the reason for going hollow, 
says Thomas, is strength-to- 
weight ratio. He says his 
boards are "absolutely solid, 
unlike anything under 15 
pounds." His nine-footers 
that I saw on the water only 
weighed about 10 or 11 
pounds and, as he predicted, 
they held up fine. 

West Wind in Corpus 
Christi is pursuing hollow 
boards for yet another 


reason. Design engineer 
Stephen Benet has been 
experimenting with altering 
the frequency response factor 
of his boards. The ideal is to 
keep frequency tight, he says, 
but you want to eliminate the 
resonance factor. From his 
testing, Benet states that 
hollow boards produce the 
desired frequency response. 
To go fastest, your board 
shouldn't be reverberating 
through the chop, he says. 
The resonance factor is 
reduced by eliminating the 


core. West Wind's hollow 
boards incorporate the 
company's unique foam- 
filled honeycomb, which 
Benet says not only absorbs 
shock waves, but also gives 
the board its positive 
buoyancy. 

Naturally, West Wind is 
pleased with the weight 
reduction inherent in a 
hollow board. "By going 
hollow, we are able to make a 
board without dead weight. 
All materials used are 
structural, and therefore 


rigidity and durability are 
increased," Benet says. A 
foam core not only adds 
weight, he says, but can also 
cause a board to lose its 
original design. Why? 
Because foam flexes, causing 
the board to eventually break 
down. This is why a racer 
often finds that his board is 
fast for a couple of months, 
then it eventually loses its 
magic, he says. 

By putting all the weight 
into the structure, Benet 
claims his hollow boards will 
keep the performance factor 
of a new custom-built 
raceboard much longer than 
a foam-filled board. West 
Wind is planning to make the 
transition to building all its 
performance boards hollow 
by this summer. 

Probably the most 
prominent advocate of 
hollow boards is Stan Tory of 
Plane Air Composites. His 
Tacoma, Washington, 
company offers three hollow 
models. Most important. 


Now you no longer need to worry about 
attaching your lines to you boom or 
having a set of harness lines for each 
boom. Let us prove to you that these 
easy-to-install clamp-on harness lines 

are a sure winner 
Call 1-800-843-7873 


WIND/UBFING 


Call 1-800-843-7873 I 








Tory explains, is tlv»t hollow 
>oards can utilize higher 
juaUty materials, l ory uses 

in aerospace-grade resin, 

vhich cures at a higher 
gemperature than a foam-core 
>oard could withstand. 

These resins cure in hours, 
at her than days or weeks. A 
\ollow hoard can be much 
Wronger by integrating these 
higher-quality materials, 
Tory says. 

Tory's particular construc- 
non technique, called "semi- 
xionocoque honeycomb, 
utilizes a honeycomb 
Sandwich top and bottom, 
Which, he says, provides 
twice the dent resistance and 
strength of even the best 
epoxy composites. 

Naturally, he says, the 
most frequently asked 
questions from skeptics have 
to do with flotation. As 
mentioned, most hollow 
boards will float even if filled 
with water (this is due to 
thickness in the skin). 
However, Tory says it's an 


"unrealistic possibility" for 
his boards to completely fill 
with water, because of 
sectioning from internal 
bulkheads and stringers. 

Tory beams when 
thinking about the avenues 
hollow boards open up for 
the future. He notes the 
possibilities of filling the 
boards with materials lighter 
than air, or of having flex in 
the board, variable stiffness, 
and even storage for mast, 
boom, and sail during travel. 

I haven't sailed any of the 
new breed of hollow boards, 
let alone carried my rig 
inside of one, but I do 
remember the experiences 
with mine back in '86. 
Nothing to date matches the 
feeling of flying across the 
nearly flat water, with my 
hollow board loudly echoing 
its superiority to all on the 
water. I have the feeling that 
if I had one of the currently 
produced hollow boards, I 
wouldn't be in such a hurry 
to sell it .—Tom James 


NEW EQUIPMENT 


REACTOR 
SPREADER BAR 

well-known sailor 
recently told us about 
his worst sailing experience. 
It happened during his first 
try at crossing Hawaii's 
Molokai Channel. He 
checked all his equipment 
carefully—he even got a new 
harness to ensure his safety. 

He and some friends 


started out well enough, the 
only irritation was the 
harness hook squeaking on 
his line. Soon the line started 
to fray and, almost immedi¬ 
ately, it snapped. His new 
harness hook had a burr on it 
that cut through line better 
than a Swiss army knife. No 
problem, though. Since he 
was only sailing on one tack 
over and one tack back, he 
figured he would just use his 
one harness line, then switch 



Not only does the Reactor spreader bar save your line, it also 
gives you a trimming advantage. 



l-DAY DELIVERY TO YOUR DOORSTEP! 

We Can Ship These Boards To You By Air So You Receive Fast Delivery. And You Don’t Even Have To Pay Sales Tax.* 


Take a lookatthe Board Test Review in this issue and you can see each of 
these boards was rated as superior within theircategory. 


Bic Astro 
Mistral Shredder 
Seatrend 9’ 4” 

Bic Rock 
Seatrend 9’ 6” 
Mistral One Design 
Fanatic Ultra Cat 
istral Equipe 



We previously decided to carry these boards 
after careful selection from the many boards 
available on the market. We feel it is our duty 
to you to provide you with the best products 
available. And we promise to getthem to you 
fast! We charge only fair prices and 
guarantee complete satisfaction with with 
our products and service or your money 
back. Windsurfing Express.... the best 
customer service provider in the industry. 


‘OUTSIDE FLORIDA 
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Fresh off a winter of test¬ 
ing the world's hottest equip¬ 
ment, Cort is looking forward 
to sharing the latest informa¬ 
tion on sailing techniques and 
product development with you. 
Stop by one of his 40 clinic 
stops or come to a three or 
five-day jibe vacation, and 
take part in the season's most 
fun and in-depth windsurfing 
clinics. Here are just a few of 
the benefits: 

•Cort gives you the inside story 
on today's nigh-performance 
equipment. 

•Catch the new action videos 
and see how the hottest sailors 
make it happen. 

•You'll walk away knowing 
how fine-tuning your rig 
enhances performance. 

•Tips on improving board 
speed will have you sailing 
past your friends. 

• On-water day clinics or 
in-store video seminars. 
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DOUG STONE 

KURT. TERRY AND LEE 


ISUZU TROOPER THE OFFICIAL VEHICLE OF THE 1991 WINDSURFING MAGAZINE CLINIC TOUR. 

1 Day April 19-21 and 5 Day April 23-27 Cort Larned Jibe Camp 

Video on water personal instruction. Limited to 40 people. Call Method Grundy at 
Windsurfing Hatteras Event Management for reservations and information. 919-995-49/ 
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it for the trip back. 

Unfortunately, he wore 
through his other line 
quicker than the first one. 
Now he was in trouble—a 
few miles out in the channel, 
with no harness lines and a 
hacksaw-like hook. 

To make a long story 
short, he took a friends' 
harness line and tried to get 
in, but immediately went 
through it and had to muscle 
his way in. Of course he got 
tired, couldn't hang on, 
drifted way downwind, and 
got washed up over a reef in 
front of someone's house. 

This wouldn't have 
happened if he'd had the 
Reactor spreader bar by 
Ultek. The Reactor bar is a 
thin, light, streamlined 
design that uses a spinning 
wheel instead of a hook, 
making the hooking part 
completely frictionless. This 
has obvious advantages for 



saving your line (and 
possibly your life, if you're 
making a Molokai crossing), 
but it also offers a trimming 
advantage that standard 
hooks don't. Small trim 
adjustments are much easier 
to make while hooked in, 
because there is so little 
friction on the line. 

Racers certainly will 
appreciate this advantage, 
and all sailors will appreciate 
never wearing through a 
harness line again. This is a 
must for sailors who don't 
use plastic-coated lines. It 
will fit on any harness, and 
costs $44.50. 

Contact Ultek at PO Box 
3141, Sun River, OR 97707, 
503-593-7469, or circle reader 
service number 167, 

NORTH MAST TIP 

This is definitely the least 
sophisticated item we've ever 
reviewed, and possibly the 
most simple ever invented. 

To most, a mast tip must 
seem pretty basic, and pretty 


unimprovable. All it has to 
do is keep water out of a 
hollow cavity. But North, 
never satisfied with good 
enough, has created a better 
one. 

Of course, you don't really 
need a better mast tip. In 
fact, you could make do with 
a worse one. We used to roll 
up balls of duck tape and 
wedge them in our masts, 
then cap them with another 


strip. It worked perfectly, 
and didn't cost anything—as 
long as you borrowed the 
tape from a friend. But 
North's mast tip gives the 
kind of cheap satisfaction 
previously reserved only for 
the likes of a Snickers bar. 

Any tip can keep out 
water, that's not the issue. 
The real problem is when 
you insert your mast into the 
sleeve. Everyone took it for 


; 




Sport FREE UPGRADE 

We just made the best value of 1991 even better! 


Mail 

Order 


Mifeefe Windsurfing 

45l 6333 54Thaver Strppt Rnctnn MA 091 IS 


54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118 
In MA (617)451-6181 Fax (617)451-7578 
♦Offer Expires April 15,1991. 




Buy any 1991 Bic board from Madd Mike’s, 
and we’ll throw in a custom High 
Performance Kit, FREE. 

Call for 
prices! 


Redek 

traction system - 
The best deck grip 
money can buy. 

Finworks fin - High perfor¬ 
mance fins preferred by racers. 

Da Kine Light Racing footstraps- 
Da finest ultra light footstraps. 

Just 1.9 ounces wet! 


Offer available on all Bic Ace-Tec, 
Lite-Tee & ACS models! 
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...do vou ever wonder why some tins work better? 
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NOSE GUARD 

HAWAII OC 

SURFCO HAWAII, INC., 








808/488-5996 FAX: 808/488-8338 
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EllirMEKT 

COOL AND COMIF@mBLE 

There are those who say that canvas 
shoes are back—others say they never 
left. The canvas shoes with thick, 
rubber soles from Vans have been 
around for 25 years, with a strong 
following among skateboarders and 
bicycle motorcross riders. You can find 
over 200 styles in a variety of colors and 
prints, and in all sizes. 

Take the men's high-top, pictured 
here. The material is called distressed 
canvas, which is a washed-out canvas 
that fades even more with each wash¬ 
ing. The shoes come in red, black, navy, 
moss green, purple, and light gray, and 
cost $30-$35. 

If you haven't run into one of the 
3,500 outlets selling Vans, contact the 
company to find out where the nearest 
one is: The Van Doren Rubber Co. Inc., 
2095 Batavia, Orange, CA 92665-3101, 
714-974-7414, or circle reader service 
number 101. 



Vans have been around hr a quarter 
century. 

DOWN UNDER 
COMFORT 

These new Karoo Boots from 
Australia are made of sheepskin and 
lined with wool. Sheepskin has its 
advantages—it's lightweight, it con¬ 
forms to the foot over time, and it 
breathes. It breathes so well, for that 
matter, that many people wear these 
boots without socks! Karoos offer 
strong arch and heel support, and work 
well in urban settings as well as out in 
nature. 

In the picture, he's wearing the 
Desert Boot, cut lower than a normal 
boot, and priced at $99. She's wearing 
the U.S. Long Boot, which costs $114. 
Each is available in six colors or color 
combinations, and in full sizes from 
three to 13. Karoo offers other styles as 
well. 

If you would like more information 
on where to find Karoos, contact the 



















their breathability. 

company at 1725 4th Ave., Chula Vista, 
CA 91911,619-422-8215, or circle reader 
service number 107. 

PADDED GLORY 

Last year. Deck Tech offered one 
deck pad model, the Gorge Extreme, 
which not only offered cushioning, but 
added control through toe ribs and 
raised portions around the heel—not to 
mention an excellent nonskid surface. 
This year, the company has brought out 
two new models. 

The Air Deluxe has front and back 
toe ribs and a 5/16-inch-thick pad¬ 
ding—it's for sailors who want the next 
step up from a conventional pad. The 
Pro Slalom adds control, with front and 
rear toe arches specifically designed for 
greater leverage when trimming the 
board; heel contours help reduce lateral 
heel slippage and increase leverage on 
the fin. 

The pads are very lightweight, and 
come with glue and applicator brush. 
The Pro Slalom and Gorge Extreme cost 
S45, while the Air Deluxe is priced at 
S39. For more information, contact Deck 
Tech at Box 606, Bingen, WA 98605,509- 
493-4427, or circle reader service 
number 104. 



Deck Tech has expanded its line this year 
to include the Air Deluxe and the Pro 
Slalom 
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Official Agents lor Wild Winds Sails 


U.S. Distribution Centre Canada Distribution Centre 

P.O.Box 1290 575 Valleylield Dr. 

Port Huron. Ml 48060 USA Sarnia. Ontario, N7V-2P7 
Phone 313-985-1131 Phene 519-339-1177 

Fax: 313-364-4112 Fax: 519-339-0293 

• Dealer inquiries invited. 

• Limited team rider applications available 

• Send for a catalog no* 1 

• Be a part of the storm. 


POCKET AND LUFF 
PANEL FOR CLEAN AIR 

now. 

SUPER STIFF FOAM 
SAMWCH BATTENS. 

DYNEEMA LOAD STRIPS 
AND RE - IN FORCING 

GRADED WEIGHT 
MONOFIUIFOR 
MAXIMUM STRENGTH 


WORLD TOUR 

3.2 
7.5 


MYLAR REINFORCING 
STRIPS. 

SOLID EPOXY 

UNBREAKABLE 

BATTENS. 

TRILAMINATE MYLAR. 
MONOFILM. DYNEEMA. 

REMOVABLE SNAP-CAM. 


OYNEEMA REINFORCING 
AND LOAD REINFORCING 
STRIPS. 

SUPER STIFF FOAM 
SANDWICH BATTENS. 




WORLD TOUR 

wave 




DUAL REMOVABLE 
SNAP-CAMS. 


SNAPCAM 
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Grand Slam XL 

CnrbO" Sor'd""**' 




Put more power 
into your board with 
this revolutionary 
finbox design - 
and the unadulterated 
World Cup shape of the 
Grand Slam fin. 


mm- 

£§&&•.. 


An Ho 770310? 
CwWiSondwch Technology 
Am 251 on’ 

Depth 7Mmm 

leord/lengtfvU 

Medum lo high wind sWom boord. 

260 77 Son 3 5 50m J 


Grand SJwm M 

AH No: 220 3103 

Corhon Sandwich Technology 

Area: 784 on 3 

Depth 308 mm 

BoardAength/Sad 

Medium to high wind slalom board. 

765 280 cm. 40-5.5 nP 


fhe P0WTS isOX extends to the 
full heigh? at tl>? beard to preverj 
leverage on »!te fin. Its double 
conus fils the twin-tapered base 
of the fin like a glove. 
Turbulence is a thing of the past: 
fin base and Power Box close lev 
with the hull bottom. The result: 
optimum power transmission, 
improved early planing, 
maximum height and speed. 


Grand Siam L 

Art Ho : 220.3104 

Carbon Sandwich Technology 

Area 310 an J 

Depth: 318 mm 

BoardAenglh/Sad: 

Light to medium wind slalom board. 
275 295 cm. 5.5-75 nP 


Grand XL 

Art No : 220.3105 
Carbon Sandwich Technology 
Area: 325 cm 5 
Depth: 334 mm 
Board/Length/Soil 
Light wind slalom boord. 
290 315 cm. 6.5-75 nr. 
Race board, 380 cm, 6 S I ! 




Power Box Standard 90 
Arl.No.: 210.3101 
Length: 200 mm 
Width: 50 mm 
Height: 90 mm 


Power Box Race 120 
Arl.No.: 210.3102 
Length: 200 mm 
Width: 50 mm 
Height: 120 mm 


BIvcL St. Paul. MN 55117 
482-9995 


Welcome 

Catalog Features 
A Detailed Fin Chart To 
Take The Guesswork Out 
Of Your Fin Quiver. 
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Power Box Retrofit 
An.No. 210.0104 
Length: 290 ram 
Width; 44 mm 


A useful pari which upgrades 
conventional (inboxes to 
the Power Box system standard. 
Easy to fit into thermo molded. GRP 
















NO GIMMICKS • NO MIND GAMES 

JUST STRAIGHT TALK • HONEST INFO • LARGEST SELECTION • SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
SERVICE • AWESOME PRICES • BONUS SAILS AND WETSUITS WITH BOARD PURCHASE. 



SOME PEOPLE 
DREAM ABOUT IT 


FREE 76 

PAGE 

COLOR 

CATALOG 

AND 

BUYER’S 

GUIDE 


Act now bonus sail or 
wetsuit with each board 
purchase prior to April 1. 


Just rewards for those who get 
off the fence and make their 
fantasy REAL . 


IT’S TIME 
1-800-992-SAIL 


SOME PEOPLE JUST 
TALK ABOUT IT 


HERE’S YOUR 
CHANCE TO GET OFF 
THE FENCE AND MAKE 
YOUR FANTASY REAL 





a AUTOMAXI 

^(Sis) 

iam. 


FREE 1991 76 PAGE COLOR CATALOG 
NOW AVAILABLE 


0 

NEILPRYDE 


0 

A 


7Wi 


1-800-992-SAIL(7245) if 

SnilboARd ( D 

ft h* WAREHOUSEhc. 2E. 

Omnium 300 E. South Owasso Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55117-Telephone 612-482-9995 f/j/tf 


(J) TO BASIL/ (£/ 

... map* 

dtyu* - &t***r±r 

mm 

/ffa&lSfer- 
'‘■V J 




















EQUIPMENT MARKETPLA C E 


r JP'< ■sSismi^ 


: The 

I Pack-Rat™ 


1 - 800 - 582-4102 


24 hours 


trailer system is for the 
sailboard enthusiast. 

Stop wasting valuable 
sailing time cramming 
gear into your car. Say 
good-bye to sand in your 
trunk and dings on your 
doors. Now you won’t 
have to decide 
sails or boards to take before you leave home . . . 

"Take the Pack-Rat™ and take it all" 


Holds up to eight boards [4 double stacked) 

Patent pending mast rack carries 6 full length masts 
Separate storage area for booms, sails, bags, and other gear 


SX1 Model (for boards shorter than S'0'7.$469.95 

LX1 Model (for boards longer than 9'0"J .$529.95 

Deluxe pad option (4 horizantal no-fade pads) .$29.95 


All trailers come with complete electrical system, sprung suspension, no-fade vertical pads, registration, title, 
and are shipped fully painted and un-assembled. 18 Month unconditional warranty on all rack parts 

Call for ordering or more information— 


Be Smart, Cool! Keep It All With You. 

Get the ultimate in mobility. 

One trip to the the water's edge 
with all your sailboard gear 

$69.95 Post Paid 

Send Check or M.O to 
Peter Wright Enterprise 
15 B Green St.. Huntington, NY 11743 
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SEND CERTIFIED CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER TO: 


arises 


Vogel Enterpris 
PO Box 906 . 

Windham, Maine 04062 


Vogel 

LLAMA 


5230 Plus 520 hondling & shipping 


OPTIONAL TRAILER HITCH GETS YOU THERE ON PEDAL 
POWER, TOWS EFFORTLESSLY! 


— THE ANSWER TO YOUR PORTAGE 
‘ILOVE MY LLAMA! MY PARKIHG PROBLEMS ARE HISTORY!' 


AND ACCESS PROBLEMS! — 

LLIGHT! 35lbs. 

LLOCKABLE! KEYED LOCK! 

LUSTING! MODERN PLASTIC & 
ALUMINUMCONSTRUCTION, 

2001b. PAYLOAD! 

BASE DETACHES QUICKLY AND EASILY. WHEELS 
ARE REMOVABLE FOR COMPACT TRANSPORT. 
-FITS NEATLY BETWEEN CANOE GUNWALES! 

KEEPS YOUR EQUIPMENT DRY, AND IT FLOATS! 

INCLUDES: 

KICKSTAND FOR EASY LOADING/UNLOADING 

REMOVABLE INNER TRAY 

REMOVABLE TOW HANDLE 

EXTRA LONG STRAPS WITH QUICK-RELEASE 

DELRIN BUCKLES FOR UP TO 3 SAILBOARDS, 

A CANOE, OR A SMALL SAILBOAT! 

HOLDS UP TO FOUR MASTS, WHICH DOUBLES AS 
A PULL HANDLE. 



2 met musts 

2 m GMBMEE 


Sport 7.0 25F 

Wave 7.2 26F 

Pro 7.4 29C 

Wave Super 7.4 29C 

Slalom Carbon 7.5 29C/F 

Speed Carbon 7.7 31 C/F 

No Dealer Near You? 

S,FREE^AIR 

To those locations not 
serviced by our dealers 


SPLASHDANCE1-800-873-7668 


HEART 

DIM. 


We’re Making a Difference. 

American Heart 
Association^^ 


































CUSTOM-Fs'lS 

MADE IH THE USA 

1020 C WASCO HOOD RIVER OREGON 97031 

PHONE 503-386-6156 FAX 503-386-6327 
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JH 

ZUCCHINI BROTHERS 

36 Parker St. Cambridge MA 02138 

MANUFACTURER'S 

LIQUIDATORS 

•We pay cash for manufacturer discontin¬ 
ued products/going out of business 


ment US and abroad. No limit to quantity. 

•We sell factory seconds, demos & 
blemished by every manufacturer. 

•Discontinued products from 1987 to 1991. 

•90 day warranty on new & 45 day on 
used/demos. Don’t like it? Return it! 

• Have size range & price range ready for 
operator to quote you prices. 

617451-3667 

Mail order only! MC, Visa, COD 



STORAGE SYSTEM 

* INSTALLS EASILY ON WALL 

* GARAGE, DEN, OR SHOWROOM 

* STEEL COMPONENTS 
WHITE BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 


RACK ’EM UP! 

You will own your equipment for 
a lifetime, protect it now! 

• ADD BRACKETS FOR FUTURE NEEDS 

• 2 INTERCHANGEABLE BRACKET STYLES 

• ADJUST OR REMOVE BRACKETS IN SECONDS 
> HOLDS UP TO 4 FULL SIZE BOARDS 



KfTA-2 


KITH-2,2boards Hat 
(34- track. 24" depth) 


KIT H-3,3 boards flat 

(34* track, 24" depth) 


KIT H-4, 4 boards flat 
(40* track. 24* depth) 


Extra flat brackets, pair 


KIT A-2,2 boards on angle siaoso 

(34- track, 23* depth) extra brackets SSSfraii) ^ 


$119.00 


$156.00 


$195.00 


$49.00 


CA Residents add 650% tax 


Note: Price Includes UPS shipping. Add $375 
lor CODS. Sorry, no credl cards accepted. 


Total 


Send Check or COD Order to: 

JMC Engineering 

14252 Culver Dr, Suite A-611, Irvine, CA 92714 
7/4-552-7867 


Address. 


-Zip. 


Phone d for COD’s_ 


Alfcr.v 1 week UPS d&.very 
DEALERS-send for floor & wall display brochure. 
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THE ULTIMATE FOREARM MACHINE 
^itHANNIBAL, 

A unique exercise device designed to condition and 
develop the muscles of the forearm. This small, 
lightweight machine uses spring resistance to 
strengthen not only the extensor and flexor muscles, 
but the rotational muscles as well - muscles critical 
for windsurfing and other forearm sports. 

Simply grasp the handles firmly and rotate them slowly against the 
resistance. Do several sets in each position, starting 
off slowly and gradually increasing the number of 
sets and repetitions over time. For your ULTIMATE 
FOREARM MACHINE send $39.95 + $3.00 each 
for shipping and handling. FOREARM MACHINE 
1001 Clarice Street • Grand Prairie, Texas 75051. 
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Made in theU.SA 



My NEW address Is: 

Name _ 


Take your subscription to Windsurfing 
Magazine with you. If you're In the process 
of moving, don't forget to give us your new 
address. 

For immediate service, call us toll-free at 
1 - 800 - 992-2177 Or, simply fill out the 
coupon below and return it to Windsurfing 
Magazine. P.O. Box 8500, Winter Park. FL 
32790. 

My OLD address Is: 

Name___ 


Address 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


City/State/Zip ■ 


Please remember to include both your old and your new address, otherwise wo cannot process your address change. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks lor the address chango to take otlccl 
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MAUI'S BE 

Windsuri Company and Vela have joined forces with Angulo Hawaii, Maui's famous custom 
oard -ompany. The Friendly staff at Angulo Hawaii and Vela can arrange your entire vac^ion or simply 
orovide you with the finest equipment and lesson programs on Maui. Choose from our huge selection of the 
latest and greatest from Angulo, Fanatic/Art, NeU Pryde and Windsurfing Hawaii. Lessons are offered by 
Dave & Mamie Cran's Maui Magic Windsurfing School. 

Call now to start planning the vacation of your dreams!! 




Mwt wa6ic schools 


UtSSOMS 


CALL 1 


' TOLL FREE: 

..rentauandj^* 


ANGULO HAWAII. 

», Kahulul, Maul, HI 96732 


4816 FAX (808)877-4696 


CALL MAUI TOLL FREE:! 

For private vacation home, rental 
and lesson Information. 


1. t uik 

















Southern Alberta ■ Wichita ■ Door County 



At Waterton Lake you'll find sailing, hiking, biking, and camping—and in the summer, the best 
winds in Southern Alberta. 


SOUTHERN ALBERTA, CAN 


T he chinook winds of 
Southern Alberta are 
world-class and world 
famous. In October, skipper 
Russell Long of Longshot, a 
trifoiler sailboat, set an A- 
class world record at 37.18 
knots (about 43 mph), 
making the Longshot the 
fastest sailboat in the 
world—only sailboards are 
faster. During his week 
there, the winds blew over 50 
mph for three days. 

That isn't atypical for 
October, the windiest month 
in Southern Alberta. The 
winds average about 20 mph, 
with six days of 60-plus, and 
another 10 days at 30-plus. 

Chinooks are winds that 
blow in from the Rocky 
Mountains, west of the area. 
They pick up velocity and 
temperature as they come 
down the east slope of the 
mountains, creating warm. 


strong winds. These winds 
blow over the large reser¬ 
voirs out in the plains. The 
surrounding flat farmlands 
offer little wind resistance, 
which makes for superb 
sailing. 

Lethbridge, the center of 
Southern Alberta, is sur¬ 
rounded by four main 
reservoirs and a lake. All are 
within 35 miles of the city. 
Waterton National Park, the 
other sailing spot, lies 80 
miles southeast of 
Lethbridge, just 10 miles 
north of Montana. Waterton 
is worth the journey in the 
summer—you can expect 20 
mph winds on the warmer 
days when it's calm at the 
reservoirs. 

Spring and fail are the 
best sailing seasons at the 
reservoirs. Spring usually 
offers one day a week at 60- 
plus mph winds, and at least 
two days of 30-plus winds. 
However, when it's not 


blowing hard, the winds are 
usually very light. The 
winds are stronger in the fall. 
Frontal winds occur a couple 
of times per week in the 
summer. 

You'll need booties and 
hoods in October and May. 


PFDs are required, but 
enforcement is reasonable 
(mainly, warnings are given). 
The most common sail size is 
a 4.6 or smaller, except 
during the summer. Most of 
the reservoirs have mud 
bottoms. Try to stay clear of 
the spillways. 

WHERE TO SAIL 

Stafford Lake Reservoir . 

This is the place where Long 
set his record. It's been sailed 
by many top speed sailors, 
including Pascal Maka. Also, 
a permanent 500-meter speed 
course has been set up on the 
lake. It's home to the 
• Chinook Speed Trials, at 
! which an international speed 
| record was set in 1986. The 
lake, about 15 miles east of 
Lethbridge, is long and fairly 
narrow. The winds blow 
predominantly from the we 
or southwest. It's a smaller 
lake, which is good for 
beginners as well as ex¬ 
perts—the waves never get 
bigger than about three feet 
even in strong winds, so the 
flat-water sailing is excellent. 



















The water is warm in 
summer; you can go without 
a wetsuit. There are snack 
concessions and bathroom 
facilities, but no overnight 
camping. To get to Stafford, 
take Highway 3 east past 
Coaldale—a paved road will 
lead you straight to the park. 

Ridge Reservoir. Ridge 
Reservoir is a large, fairly 
deep lake about 35 miles 
southeast of Lethbridge. A 
wetsuit is recommended for 
sailing. The waves can 
become quite big because of 
the lake's size, and good air 
time is possible in wands over 
20 mph. There is a park with 
a grassy area for rigging and 
overnight camping facilities 
on the south side. The winds 
are usually sideshore at the 
park, and onshore at the east 
shore of the lake. 

Keho Lake Reservoir. The 
wind is usually onshore at 
Keho Lake Reservoir. The 


waves can get large— 
sometimes five- to eight-feet 
high. Keho is great for 
getting air because the waves 
come from many angles. A 


500-meter speed course is set 
up on the west side—a 
Canadian Production record 
was set there last year. 

Keho Lake is about 35 


miles northwest of 
Lethbridge, it's not too deep 
and stays fairly warm in 
summer. However, a wetsuit 
is still advisable, and a 
drysuit for spring and fall. 

The Force 10 Boardsailing 
Club is on the east shore. 
They've built a clubhouse 
with stove, outhouses, firepit, 
and a large parking and 
rigging area. There's no fee 
to use the facilities—they just 
ask that you keep the area 
clean. 

St. Mary's Reseivoir. Like 
Keho, the winds are usually 
onshore at St. Mary's. The 
waves travel down the lake 
for several miles, developing 
into large rollers. You'll 
catch great air time when the 
wind howls. Beautiful 
scenery surrounds the lake, 
and the Rocky Mountains are 
just a half-hour southwest. 

St. Mary's Lake is ap¬ 
proximately 35 miles south of 
Lethbridge. A wetsuit is 
advisable in summer, and a 
drysuit in spring and fall. 



Waterton Lake, just 10 miles north of the U.S. border, offers 
beautiful sailing and beautiful scenery. 



NOTICE 


Special 

F° t in i < jT 1 lRUBA or c 


•dittilors 


Sails are always up 
in the ABCs 


The tradewinds always blow in Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao, 
generally from 20 to 25 knots. Even on a calm day, you will 
experience winds up to 15 knots. This creates a great variety of 
sailing conditions. Flat water speed sailing is available in some 
of the bays and protected areas, while the waters off either the 
Northeast or Southwest coasts can get rough and choppy. 

In addition to wind surfing, you will enjoy the exciting night¬ 
life of Aruba and Curacao and the solitude and barefoot style of 
Bonaire. 

ALM Antillean Airlines will take you there in style with 
non-stop and direct flights from Miami and Atlanta. Easy 
connections and through fares are available from most major 
cities in the U.S. 

For information and reservations, see your travel profes¬ 
sional or call ALM at 1-800-327-7230. 

Due to space limitations, armngements for shipping boards 
must be made well in advance. 


The 5-Star Airline to the ABCs 


Ki Ki 


at 

_' 


Authority 

c “~" 


ANTILLEAN AIRLINES 

A«IM o# I HI Ow»<„ 

















Aruba will blow you away. 



Aruba’s tradewinds arc legendary. 
They keep our blue skies sunny 
and clear. They gently caress you 
at evening’s end. And, with 
average speeds of 
15-20 knots and unbelievable 
gusts, they make for the best 
windsurfing around. For state-of- 
the-art equipment and an 
island full of gracious people 
eager to please, come to Aruba 
and get blown away. 



for more information call 1-800-TO-ARUBA. for reservations, see your travel agent. 


Located right on the beach at Fisherman’s Huts! 

Vela’s Aruba Highwind Center offers you: 

• The latest Mistral & Sailboards FREE brochure call 800-223-5443 

Aruba equipment 

• Completely rigged Neil Pryde, 

North and Waddell sails \ 

• Free high wind seminars; Optional, \/ C 1 A \ 

beginner to advanced lessons V L L i\ \ 

n . highwind centers \ 


Some Weeks Just Fly By. 

CometoSailboardVacations WindsurfVUlage, simply the best windsurf¬ 
ing accommodations, rental equipment, windsurfing school, and launch 
site youH find on Amba. Take off on the windsurfing week of your life. 
The sun is hot, the wind is high, and the P iff PA .1 - 

days just fly on by. 1 - 800-252-1070 .Vill ,fll Hnllft ^ 
(508-462-0609) - Sailboard Vacations, 1rilTIAVS^fi 

12 Federal SL Newbury port, MA 01950 IflliUMljVj/ 

* o resorts to cnoose irom. * 7 ^ 

Holiday Inn, Playa Linda Condos 

or Americana Hotel See our ad on inside back cover 


tte Motive teueA-l 

^^ 0 ^ 1 1 ^ilincJUuajf Place 

• Finest Location • Personal Attention • Lessons Available 

• Beachfront • Best Value For • Top Quality 

Rooms Money Packages Windsurfing Equipment 

L.6. Smith Blvd., Malmok, Aruba • Phone: (297-8) 21918 • FAX(297-8) 39045 

red sail sj^rbs 

• Pampered boardsailing from beginner to expert. Packages available. 

• Expert instructors with top-flight equipment including full range of 
boards and sails. 

• Catamaran cruises, diving, waverunners and more. 

Nestled between the beautiful Americana Aruba and the magnificent new 
Hyatt Regency, (all toll-free 800-255-6425. 


Aruba 

Our only business is you. 


Site of the 

1991 Hi Winds Pro Am. 
May 31-June 10 


© ARUBA TOURISM AUTHORITY 




























There's a provincial campground on the 
east shore, and many more on the south 
shore. To get there, take Highway 5 to 
Spring Coulee, then 10 miles of gravel 
road takes you the rest of the way. 

Park Lake. Park Lake is about 10 
miles north of Lethbridge. It has a park 
with sandy beaches, camping facilities, 
and snack concessions. This is a good 
lake for beginners since it's small and 
surrounding trees protect it from the 
wind. 

Waterton National Park. Waterton 
Lake is glacier-fed and very cold. Bring 
a wetsuit or cold-water suit. The lake is 
long, narrow, and deep, with inlets for 
the beginning sailor. 

In the summer, the heat on the 
prairies and cooler air in the mountains 
cause a thermal effect similar to the 


Gorge. The winds start about 7 a.in. and 
trail off around 11 a.m. What do you do 
the rest of the day? Hiking, biking, 
sailing, and camping. 

The winds blow predominantly 
down the lake from the southwest with 
a fairly long tack across the lake and 
back to shore. 

There's a camp kitchen across the 
street from the overnight camping 
facilities. There's also parking and a 
grassy area for rigging. Overnight 
camping is only allowed in the park. 

From Lethbridge, take Highway 5 to 
Waterton National Park. Waterton is 10 
miles from the Canadian and U.S. 
border, just north of Glacier National 
Park in Montana. 

Come to Lethbridge, Southern 
Alberta, in the heart of chinook country, 
for great hospitality—not to mention 
fresh air, clean water, and howling 
wind .—Richard Clark. 


SOUTHERN ALBERTA FAST FACTS 


Launch Sites: Stafford Lake, Ridge 
Reservoir, Keho Lake, Park Lake, St. 
Mary's Lake, Waterton National 
Park. 

Air and Water Temperatures: 
Summer air temperature, mid-70s 
during the day and 50s at night; 
spring and fall, 60s during the day 
and 30s at night; winter temperatures 
hover around the zero mark. The 
water temperature depends on the 
lake (see article). 

Wind Speed: The chinook winds are 
moderate only in July and August. 
Moderate winds are considered 20-50 
kilometers per hour (12.5 to 32 mph), 
and strong winds range from 50 to 
100-plus kilometers per hour (32 to 
64-plus mph). 

Type of Sailing: Speed sailing, chop 
hopping, wave sailing. 

Boardsailing Events and Activities: 
Chinook Speed Trials (usually held 
spring or fall), Keho Speed Trials 
(usually held spring or fall), slalom 
races at Waterton (usually one 
weekend per month in the summer), 
slalom races at Keho Lake (held in 
May); for information on all of these, 
call Chinook Windsurfing (403-327- 
5888). 

Windsurf Shops: Chinook 


Windsurfing in Lethbridge is the 
only shop in Southern Alberta. It 
carries spare parts as well as new 
equipment. Call 403-327-5888. 

Getting There: The international 
airport at Calgary has a connecting 
flight to Lethbridge. Drivers from 
Vancouver should head east on 
Highway 3, and those from eastern 
Canada should take the Trans 
Canada to Medicine Hat, then get on 
Highway 3. From the United States, 
Lethbridge is about 21/2 hours 
north of Great Falls, Montana. 

Lodging: In Lethbridge, you can stay 
at the Sandman Inn (403-328-1111), 
the Heidelberg Inn (403-329-0555), 
and the Lethbridge Lodge (403-328- 
1123). In Coaldale, six miles west of 
Stafford, try the Coaldale Motor Inn 
(403-345-2555). 

Restaurants/Bars: Good places in 
Lethbridge to try include Billy 
MacIntyres Cattle Company for steak 
and seafood, Asia Garden for 
Chinese food, and Boston Pizza. 
Lethbridge nightclubs include 
Hollywood's, Cadillac and the Alec 
Arms for rock 'n' roll, or Cook 
County Saloon and Esmerelda's for 
country western. 

Wind Report: Call 403-382-3068 or 
403-382-3185. 
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Vacation Tackages 

• air • car • condo * equipment 

from $775 

Rental Equipment 

• Hawaii's largest rental fleet 

• Gaastra, Neil Pryde, Simmer sails 

• Jimmy Lewis custom boards 
\\0 /pfe&Z custom boards 

Lessons 

• guaranteed results 

800 - 782-6105 
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fichita, the largest city in Kansas, 
has a friendly small-town flair 
and is rated one of the top-five windiest 
places in the nation. Add water—two 
9,000-acre reservoirs—and you have the 
ingredients for some of the best 
windsurfing in the country. If you're on 
your way to the Gorge or South Padre, 
stop by Wichita—you just might stay a 
while. 

Most of the local "hot dogs" like to 
sail Cheney Lake, 20 miles west. When 
it's blowing 25 mph in Wichita, it's 
blowing five to 50 percent harder at 
Cheney. About 250 local windsurfers 
and about 30 hardcore sailors are on the 
water year-round. 

Spring and fall (when the major 
weather fronts stack up) are the best 
sailing seasons. March and April are 
usually the windiest months, averaging 
over 15 knots, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. If you don't like to sail in 
25-plus knot winds, don't come to 
’ Kansas in the spring. This is shortboard 
sailing at its best—where a nine-foot 
slalom board is used in light wind. Most 
of the local sailors use an 8'3" custom 
board for a high-wind slalom board. 
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Book or Video Titles 


To order by phone with 
your Visa, MasterCard or 
American Express, call 
1-800-992-2177. 
Allow 4 - 6 weeks 
for delivery. 


Windsurfing Magazine 
P.0. Box 8300 
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But then again, what doesn't on Aruba. 

Everything flies, because Aruba is home 
to the most consistent winds and the 
fastest paced windsurfing in the world. 

And Sailboard Vacations Windsurf Village 
is home to everyone who seeks the very 
best windsurfing resort. 

Our boardshop is the largest and best 
equipped in the Caribbean, and our in¬ 
structors will quickly have you screaming 
across our warm, azure water. 

Adjacent to famous "Fisher¬ 
mans Huts", our ocean front accommoda¬ 
tions will be home to you and all of our 
guests from around the world. 

So fly down and take off on the 
best windsurfing week of your life. 

The sun is hot, the wind is high, 
and the days just fly on by. 


Call 800-252-1070 (508-462-0609) for 
a free brochure and order our Aruba 
Travel Video for $12.95, or write 
Sailboard Vacations, 12 Federal St., 
Newburyport, MA 01950. 



















Rio Vista, CA 


Livermore, CA 


1991 _ 

FANATIC/A.R.T./ALPHA SAILBOARD CAMPS 

Ninth Annual ABK Sports Windsurfing Camps 


Have You Ever Wanted To... 

• Feel confident enough to sail in all conditions? 

• Dazzle your friends with a perfectly carved jibe? 

• See yourself on video? 


• Join a race, but didn’t since you were not sure 
about your tacks, jibes and rules? 


Waterstart and beachstart fast enough so the 
fish don’t nibble at your toes? 



wins 
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WBCNETA FAST FACTS 

Launch Sites: Wichita Point, 
Ninnescah Yacht Club, and Hobie 
Beach. 


Wind Speeds: In spring and fall, 
average wind speed is over 15 mph, 
with winds of 25-38 mph common. 
Summer winds are light, and winter 
winds unpredictable. 

Air and Water Temperatures: 

Water temperature is in the 30s in 
winter; up to 85 degrees in summer. 
Air temperature, 40 degrees to 80 
degrees during spring and fall; 80 
degrees to 100-plus degrees in 
summer. 


Type of Sailing: Slalom 
shortboarding, wave/chop, some 
longboarding in summer. 

Boardsailing Events and Activities: 
A fall and summer regatta are 
always scheduled; contact one of 
the shops or the Ninnescah Yacht 
Club, Box 1587, Wichita, KS 67201. 

Windsurf Shops: SurfRider 
Sailboard Company (316-945-6655) 
and Paradise Sailboarding (316-265- 
0258) are full-service shops (includ¬ 
ing rentals); Southwind Sailsurfing 
is a custom board builder (316-943- 
1537). 

Getting There: Most major airlines 
fly into Wichita's Mid-Continent 
International Airport. 

Lodging: Econo Lodge (near airport 
and downtown, 800-446-6900), 
Canterbury Inn (airport transporta¬ 
tion, 316-942-7911), Motel 6 (316- 
945-8440), plenty of camping at 
Cheney Lake. 

Restaurants: Gambino's Pizza is a 
boardhead hangout in the town of 
Cheney, six miles south on High¬ 
way 251; the Amarillo Grill offers 
mesquite grilled steaks; also try 
Ryan's Family Steakhouse, Willie 
C's Cafe & Bar, Furr's, Wyatt's, and 
The Choice. 


Wind Report: National Weather 
Service (316-942-3102), or call one of 
the shops. 









iein Van Swaay gets some air while 
vindsurfing on the east shore of Cheney 
xjke off Wichita Point—not an uncom¬ 
mon scene in the spring and fall. 


ind have 3.0 sails in their quiver. 

The lightest wind is in the summer. 
During this time, beginners can find 
ight days to practice their skills before 
he fall winds blow them off the lake. 

Last year, wind speeds in Wichita 
averaged 16 mph in April, 15.3 mph in 
May, and 17 mph in June. The peak 
winds were 31 mph, 35 mph, and 115 
nph, respectively. At Cheney Lake, as 
mentioned, the winds were even higher. 

Water temperature ranges from the 
50s in the winter, 40s to 60s in the spring 
and fall, and 85 plus in the summer 
[bathtub water). Air temperatures 
range from the 40s to the 80s in the 
spring and fall, and from the 80s to 100- 
plus degrees in the summer. Bring your 
steamers and drysuits, booties, hoods, 
and gloves for early spring and winter 
sailing. 

In spring and fall, bring a 3.0 to 6.0 
quiver of sails and expect to use your 
smaller sails. Bring along the same 
boards you would sail at the Gorge: a 
high-wind slalom board (7*6" to 8'3"), a 
light-wind slalom board (9'0" to 9 , 5 n ) / 
and if you have a course-racing board, 
bring it, too, in case the wind is light. 

Kansas does not require boardsailors 
[o wear PFDs, but Cheney Lake can get 
treacherous with five- to six-foot swells, 
and the chop and waves can knock you 
off the board. I recommend you wear 
one until you're familiar with the 
conditions. A day permit is required for 
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mb custom travel packages to 
meet your needs including: Air, 
BP^Car & Accommodations; 

B Hi-Tech Sailboards Equipment 
K Rentals, and Instruction with 
sJF Alan Cadiz's HST. 

1*800* 736* Main 

1*800*736*6284 


or Hi-TechSailboards ( 808 ) 877 . 2 m 
444 Hana Highway, Kahului 96732 


Hi-Tech 
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BAJA 

MAUI 
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P.O. BOX 3493 EUGENE, OREGON 97403 USA 
OUTSIDE USA CALL (503) 484-0493 
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Windsurfing Outfitter 

RENTAL SPECIALISTS, NOVICE-PRO 
MISTRAL • NORTH • HUNT HAWAII BOARDS 
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Highwmd Center 


261 Dairy Road 
Kahului, Maui 
Hawaii 96753 
808 • 871 7753 


Air/Car/Condo Pkgs Available 24 hour info 800 345* MAUI 
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Certified Lessons 
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sailing on Kansas lakes and reservoirs. 
The cost is $3 or $4 per day, and it's also 
a camping permit. 

SAILING SITES 

Wichita Point: Wichita Point on the 
east shore area is the most popular site 
on Cheney Lake when the wind is 
blowing out of the south. This is where 
most of the local "hot dogs" go to sail. It 
has a grassy area for rigging and a 
sandy beach for launching. It's easy to 
waterstart because the water is shallow 
for a long way out. There's an onshore 
wind, so if you get into trouble you'll be 
blown to shore. The wind blows across 
the lake, creating lots of chop and 
waves, and there are long reaches to 
sail. There is usually ample parking and 
several camping areas. 

To get there, take Highway 54 west 
of Wichita 17 miles to the Cheney exit, 
take Highway 251 north four miles to 
Cheney Reservoir. Go straight to the 
east shore area entrance and follow the 
paved road to the right—it's about two 
miles to Wichita Point. 

Nimiescah Yacht Club: Ninnescah 
Yacht Club is a private area with full 
facilities, as well as a boat yard for 
sailboats located on Lake Cheney. The 
Yacht Club has graciously let 
boardsailors use this area, which is on 
the west shore across the lake from 
Wichita Point. The camping facilities 
here are better than the sites near 
Wichita Point. 

This is where intermediate sailors 
sail. The wind is cross-onshore out of 
the south. This is also a favorite site for 
the better sailors when the wind is out 
of the north. The water is shallow and 
there's a sunken island in the cove; it's 
marked so you won't run aground. The 
sailing is smooth, flat water. 

Hobie Beach: Both sailboat and 
sailboard sailors use Hobie Beach, 
which has nearly the same conditions as 
the Yacht Club, except you can sail all 
the way to the dam and back. There are 
easy launch sites and grassy areas for 
rigging in the west shore area. 

If the wind is light, you won't be 
bored in Wichita—there are numerous 
things to see and do. There's the 
Sedgwich County Zoo, museums, plays, 
tennis, golf, the Wichita Greyhound 
Park, the Wings professional soccer 
club, and a semipro baseball team. But 
in spring or fall, you won't find much 
light wind. See you in Wichita, the 
Midwest's best-kept secret !—Don Rider 
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gkM y favorite sailing spot is— 

JVI according to local trivia—exactly 
halfway from the equator to the North 
Pole. It's called Bailey's Harbor, and it's 
just one of many great sailboarding sites 
in the "thumb" of Wisconsin—the Door 
County peninsula. 

Door County has 225 miles of varied 
shoreline, from the soaring granite cliffs 
of Peninsula State Park on Green Bay to 
the sand-dune-covered beaches on the 
Lake Michigan side. If it's your first time 
in Door County and it's windy, don't 
worry—on a narrow peninsula, access 
to the wind and water is always close. 

Door County—"The Cape Cod of the 
Midwest"—has been a top vacation 
destination for people from Chicago, 
Milwaukee, and Minneapolis for over a 
century, so the amenities are well- 
established. Its sailboarding heritage 
goes back almost to the birth of the 
sport. If it's wet and wild, they do it in 
Door County. 

Where is it? Forty miles from Green 
Bay, 150 miles north of Milwaukee, or 
230 miles north of Chicago. 


WHERE IT'S DONE 

Bailey's Harbor. Head for Bailey's 
Harbor in a south, southeastern, or 
southwestern wind. Bailey's sets the 
standard if your criteria for great sailing 
includes fresh water, waves, sand beach, 
no boat traffic, and easy parking and 
access. 

A southerly day at Bailey's means 
swells build the length of Lake Michi- 
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Why choose a windsurfing vacation that ends when the sun 
goes down? Aruba’s nightlife casino action is as fast as the 
wind, and Red Sail Sports, the island’s premiere watersports 
centre, has a windsurfing package that will blow you away. 


Unlimited sailing, a lesson, board and sail and package 
extras per person: 3 days-$l65.00 5 days-$235 00 



Ask about our hotel packages with Hyatt Regency; 

Call toll free now, the wind is blowing. 
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gan and form waves on the sandbars at 
the mouth of the harbor. Wave height 
varies with wind speed and the ever- 
changing sandbar conditions, but expect 
steep waves, good air, and a nice sand 


DOOR COUNTY FAST FACTS 

Launch Sites: Bailey's Harbor, Sister 
Bay, Eagle Bay, Fish Creek, Whitefish 
Dunes, Kangaroo Lake, Horseshoe 
Bay, Nicolet Bay in Peninsula State 
Park, Newport State Park. 

Wind Speed: May, June, September, 
and October, wind ranges from zero 
to 40, with lots of over-20 days; July 
and August, it's between zero and 30, 
averaging 10-15. 

Type of Sailing: long boarding and 
freestyling, speed, slalom and waves, 
depending on wind conditions. 



For complete Boardsailing packages 
including airfare call the windsurfing 
travel experts at 

407-647-2170 

ARUBA • ANTIGUA ’ BARBADOS 
BONAIRE • DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
BAJA* ST. CROIX ° AND MORE 


New World Adventures 
P.0. Box 2731 
Winter Park, FL 32790 
407-647-2170 


Air and Water Temperature: July 
and August, the water is 60-75 
degrees and the air between 50-90 
(usually in the 70s). May, June, 
September, and October, the water is 
40-70 degrees and the air 35-70 
degrees. 

Windsurf Shops: Windsurf Door 
County, 414-854-4071. 

Getting There: You can fly into 
Green Bay, 40 miles away. 

Lodging: Motels, lodges, bed-and- 
breakfasts, resorts, condos, cabins, 
etc. Call the Door County Chamber 
of Commerce at 800-527-3529 for 
listings. From June 1 through 
September 1, make reservations. 
Good places include The Ephraim 
Shores (414-854-2371), The Ephraim 
Inn (414-854-4515), and The Hillside 
(414-854-2417). The best camping 
spots are Peninsula State Park and 
Newport State Park. 

Restaurants/Bars: Good eats every¬ 
where, including the Bailey's Harbor 
Yacht Club, White Gull Inn, Hotel Du 
Nord, A1 Johnson's Swedish Restau¬ 
rant. Bars: The Blue Ox, The English 
Inn, and The Bayside. 

Wind Reports: National Weather 
Service, 414-494-2363; or Windsurf 
Door County, 414-854-4071. 



WINDSURFING 

















beach to wash into if you break down. 

The Bailey's Harbor Yacht Club is at 
the north end of the harbor, but don't 
worry about boat traffic. These smooth- 
water motor-yachters would rather 
navigate the bar on windy days and 
watch you experience Lake Michigan's 
fury. 

The passage between Door County 
and Washington Island, known as Port 
des Morts, or Death's Door, is 10 miles 
north. It is so named for the more than 
200 shipwrecks that cover the ocean 
floor. In fact, from 1872 to 1889, a nearby 
lighthouse keeper recorded two 
shipwrecks per week. Sailboarders 
aren't especially vulnerable to the rocky 
shoals that claimed so many ships, but 
keep in mind—they're all along the 
Door County coastline, and in some 
places, shallow enough to snap a skeg. 

Newport State Park . Newport State 
Park is the launch site of choice when 
the wind shifts easterly. It's just around 
the bend from Death's Door. The 
Newport beach—about a 100-yard hike 
from the parking lot—is a beautiful 
sweep of sandy, undeveloped shoreline. 
Once again, keep an eye out for shallow 
sandbars and shoals. It's never crowded 
here because the park is farther up the 
peninsula. 

Eagle Harbor. When the wind clocks 
to the north, it's time to drive across the 
peninsula to sail Green Bay. My favorite 
launch site is Eagle Harbor in Ephraim 
(pronounced Ee-from). Park right on the 
main drag across from Wilson's Ice 
Cream Parlor, rig on the grass, and look 
for the path through the rocks down to 
the water. 

The view of the southern cliffs of 
Peninsula State Park is spectacular and 
the cliffs accelerate the wind. The harbor 
also funnels and builds swells that 
sweep down from the north. Six-foot 
waves are common in 20-plus knots of 
wind. Three reefs, two in front of the 
village and one near the bluff, provide 
breaking waves and ramps. It's fluky in 
the harbor in strong west wind, but it's 
less than a mile farther out to clear 
winds and big waves. 

A fast reach out of Ephraim to 
Nicolet Bay in the state park is as scenic 
as it can get, and the more solitary 
sailing area maintains the mood, too. 

Other launch sites to consider? For 
beginners. Kangaroo Lake has a close 
and comforting shoreline—it also has a 
two-foot-high causeway across its 
middle so in a south or north blow you 
can find perfect flat-water speed 
conditions on either side. Jacksonport is 
even better than Bailey's Harbor for 
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T ^he Ultimate 
Windsurfing 
Destination is Just a 
Phone Call Away! 
Travel Packages 
Including Round 
Trip Airfare, From 
$659. 

Check out the 
sailing conditions! 

Free video tape 
available with 
reservations. 

■ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
■ CURACAO ■ ARUBA 
■ ST. BARTS ■ ANTIGUA 
■ ST.THOMAS ■ BARBADOS 
■ PUERTO RICO ■ MAUI 
■ OAHU ■ HOOD RIVER 
■ CORPUS CHRISTI 
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FOR RESERVATIONS CALL- 
TOLL FREE 1-800-635-1155 
PA 215-348-9813 
FAX 215-348-2341 

P.O. BOX 1097 
DOYLESTOWN, PA 18901 












JIBE CITY 

BONAIRE 


WITH WINDSURFING BONAIRE IN ITS 3RD YEAR. 

HIGH WINDS 15-25 KNOTS JAN-AUG 
"12-18 KNOTS SEPT-DEC. 


•IDEAL LOCATION - FLATWATER, MID-THIGH 
DEPTHS WITH AN ATOLL TROPICAL REEF 
HARBOUR. 

•GREAT CONDITIONS - CROSS ONSHORE TRADE 
WINDS. 

• LOCATION AND CONDITIONS MAKE IT IDEAL 
TO LEARN AND IMPROVE ALL YOUR 
WINDSURFING TECHNIQUES. 



•WINDSURFING BONAIRE CARRIES MISTRAL, BIC 
AND CUSTOM BOARDS WITH NORTH SAILS. 
•ONLY FIRST-CLASS EQUIPMENT IN GUARANTEED 


TOP CONDITION. 

WRITE, CALL WINDSURFING BONAIRE 

OR FAX TO: ATTN: ERNST van VLIET 

PO BOX 301, BONAIRE (NETH. ANT.) 
TEUFAX 011 (599) 7-5363 
FAX 24 HOURS TEL: NIGHTS 

EXCELLENT DIVING. DINING & ACCOMMODATIONS. 
WINDSURFING BONAIRE IS CLOSED SEPT 1-14. 
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SHRED ST. LUCIA 


GUARANTEED ATLANTIC EXCITEMENT 
IN THE CARIBBEAN SUNSHINE 

© Constant side onshore winds. 

© Top of the line equipment 
• Secluded cottages on private 
beachfront estate. 

WINTER WEEK 

$ 350 per person 
Average winds 15-25 Knots 
Low Summer Rates Available 
CALL OR WRITE 


WINDSURF 
CAS EN BAS 


1 - 800 - 876-3941 


175 Taft Crescent 
Cenlerport. New York 11721 


| LOWEST AIRFARESAVAILABUE 
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waves in winds ranging from south- 
southeast to northeast because the 
gently shelving sand bottom causes 
breakers to build up gradually. Other 
spots are Sister Bay, Egg Harbor, and 
Horseshoe Bay on Green Bay; and 
Whitefish Dunes State Park and North 
Bay on the Lake Michigan side. 

WHEN THE WIND BLOWS 

Relative wind reliability is the 
advantage of places like the Gorge, 
Corpus Christi, or San Francisco—if you 
can call wind reliable. 

It's never reliable in Door County, 
which isn't to say it doesn't blow—it 
blows a lot. You just never know when . 
The wind is weather-dependent. Door 
County creates its own weather, so you 
have to be ready to sail at any time. One 
week, the wind kept me awake all night, 
every night—only to die by 9 a.m. It 
took me a couple of days to catch on 
and hit the water at dawn. Other times 
I'd pack up my encampment at 5 p.m. 
when Bailey's Harbor would suddenly 
turn frothy with white caps. 

So, if there's not a breath of wind on 
Green Bay, don't rule out the possibility 
of 20 knots on Lake Michigan. Drive 
across—it's not far—and if it's not 
blowing there, drive back and look 
again. You may not find wind, but you 
will clean the carbon out of your 
cylinders. 

The best months for wind are May, 
June, September, and October. Visitors 
during July and August should bring 
longboards as well as shortboards. 

APPEASING OTHER APPETITES 

When the wind dies—or fails to pick 
up—I recommend reactive or proactive 
carbo-loading: When you can't sail, eat 
like a pig. You never know, tomorrow 
you could be too busy sailing to eat. 

Where to start... the Swedish pan¬ 
cakes at A1 Johnson's in Sister Bay, 
perhaps. Look for the restaurant with 
the sod roof, the goats grazing on top, 
and give thanks for rain gutters. Or try 
the bakery at the Wagon Trail Resort on 
Rowley's Bay. Door County is serious 
cherry-growing country, and a cherry 
turnover at the Wagon Wheel is almost 
a religious experience. Or shake the 
sand out of your jeans and hit the 
Bailey's Harbor Yacht Club on Friday 
nights for the seafood buffet. The buffet 
las everything from walleye to fresh 
oysters in an "all you can eat" setting, 
t's pricey, but a great deal for those 


serious about seafood. 

The Door County Fish Boil is a load 
culinary custom that gets the tourists 
stoked. It's an outdoor affair wherein a 
huge kettle—filled with whitefish, new 
potatoes, onions, and water—is brought 
to boil over a roaring fire. Kerosene is 
thrown on the fire to make the kettle 
boil over, removing the fishy oils and 
fats that have accumulated on top. The 
White Gull Inn in Fish Creek, say locals, 
is the place to go for it. 

Where to rehydrate? Local favorites 
include The Blue Ox at Bailey's Harbor 
($1 tap beers, pool, bratwurst patties); 
The English Inn just south of Ephraim; 
and The Bayside, with a young crowd, 
bands, and a DJ. 

LOCAL RIGGING 

Door County's best—and only— 
sailboard shop is Windsurf Door 
County in Ephraim. Buy, rent, or just 
ask for advice. 

If you're packing your own gear, test 
those roof racks and load up everything. 
Bring a longboard for island cruising on 
Green Bay. Bring slalom and wave 
boards, too, if you have them. Pack a 
full quiver of sails and don't forget the 
zvetsuits. Lake Michigan stays fairly 
nippy year-round, and even on the 
warmest windy days, you'll want a 
shorty. A drysuit is recommended for 
fall and spring sailing, and a john-and- 
jacket combo is suitable sailwear 
anytime. 

SECONDARY SPORTS 

Bring a bike. The trails through 
Peninsula and Newport State Parks are 
great for mountain bikes, and the rest of 
Door County is full of beautiful 
backroads. 

Pack the golf clubs. Dodge deer on 
the public course at Peninsula State 
Park, or take the ferry to Washington 
Island and play Maple Grove's nine 
holes. Other courses include Lost Creek, 
Cherry Hills, Alpine, and Bay Ridge. 

Pack the fishing gear. This is Lake 
Salmon country. Sign onto a charter and 
wrestle one of these beasts onto the 
boat—and then onto the grill. 

Pack the plastic. There are many 
ways to spend good money here. You 
name it—paintings, pottery, woodcarv- 
ings, or weavings—it's all here in 
overpriced overabundance. Shopaholics 
regularly go into seizures from the 
sensory overload. Myself, I'd rather save 
my money for cherry turnovers, the 
seafood buffet at the Yacht Club, and a 
3.5 for the days when the wind howls. 

To me, that's what Door County is all 
about .—Jim Schuler ■ 
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SPECIAL A D V E R 

DOUCHE 

TRAVEL NOTES 

Front Street Sailboard Company 

(Hood River, 503-386-4044) is now the 
exclusive West Coast dealer for 
Logoszworks Sailboards. Last summer, 
in the 1990 Gorge Challenge, Logosz 
boards took seven of the top eight places 
in three categories... Windance 
Sailboards (Hood River, 503-386-2131) 
will be holding its popular Swap Meets 
this spring. The dates are April 21, May 
19, and June 16—all Sundays... 

The Ski & Windsurf Nationals, a 
benefit contest for Easter Seals, will have 
skiing and snowboarding April 27-28, 
and windsurfing May 4-5 (you can enter 
just one sport if you desire). To find out 
more, call 503-386-5263, ext. 30... The 
Cherry Hill Bed & Breakfast is now 
offering full childcare (503-478-3696)... 
Joe Field's Heavy Air Gorge is the 
Gorge's only waterfront windsurf guest 
house. This group accommodation is 
set up for serious windsurfers and 
offered weekly (800-544-7211)... 

Coming up in the latter half of July 
(on the first nuclear day) is the Q104 
River Rodeo Windsurf Expression 
Session —last year, in 40-60 mph winds, 
this head-to-head hot dog contest 
featured tricks never before seen (such 
as full-planing tacks on a 7'6" board in 
between major back and front loops)... 
Cascade Sailboards (Mosier, 503-478- 
3441) is offering a very light (16 pounds) 
polyester resin Clark foam board, 
available in custom colors and shapes 
for $825... 

Northwave (Hood River, 503-386- 
6156) has recently begun offering a line 
of harnesses—the women's model looks 
like a bikini bathing suit, and the men's 
looks like shorts. All the straps tuck in 
and the padding is only where neces¬ 
sary... Big Winds (Hood River, 503-386- 
6086) will be hosting a series of perfor¬ 
mance sailing clinics by Bruce Peterson 
and Brian Benedict in June, July, and 
August. These weekend-long clinics are 
for advanced and expert sailors... 

North Shore Inc., manufacturers of 
Gorge JumPadz and LiteSpeed Straps, 
relocated in February from White 
Salmon to a four-times-larger facility in 
Hood River to accommodate growing 
product demand... Dill Sailboards (Hood 
River, 503-386-6202) will be holding 
swap meets May 25-26 and at the end of 
September, also involving Northwave 
Sails, and the Gorge Sports Exchange. 
Also, Dill made a spoon board in 1984— 
the original spoon—and is just coming 
out with spoons again after many 
requests... 
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SKIP THIS CLASS 
AND YOUCOULD 
GET LEFT BEHIND 

MISTRAL’S INSTRUCTIONAL WINDSURFING TOUR 

Improve your technique on our technology. As U.S. OlympicTeam silver medalist Scott Steele and Dave Buemi 
instruct you on the finer points of windsurfing. So stay ahead of the crowd. Sign up now. 

CLINIC FEATURES 

• Proper equipment set-up and rigging techniques. • Equipment to demo from all the sponsors including 


• On water instruction or in store video seminars. 

• 1991 Equipment preview. 


Mistral boards and the new Nike wetsuit line. 
Prizes and giveaways. 


4 / 3/91 

Sailing Etc. 
Ocean City, MD. 
301-723-1144 


4 / 25/91 

Island Windsurfing 
New York, NY. 
212-744-2000 


5 / 11/91 6 / 22/91 

Tudor/Mistral N.E. Seasonings 

Regionals,CapeCod,MA. East Hampton, NY. 
401-846-4421 516-267-6325 


4 / 6/91 4 / 27/91 

Windsurfing Hilton Head Island Surf and Sail 


Hilton Head, SC. 
803-671-2643 

4 / 7/91 

Time Out Sailing 
Charleston, SC. 
803-557-5979 

4 / 13/91 

Kitty Hawk Sports 
Nags Head, NC. 
919-441-6800 

4 / 14/91 

Kitty Hawk Sports 

Avon.NC. 

919-441-6800 

4 / 20/91 

Water World 
Durham, NC. 
919-596-8185 


PowerBar 


Brant Bch.,NJ. 
609-494-5553 

4 / 28/91 

Sail ways Mystic 
Mystic, CT. 
203-572-0727 


5 / 17/91 

Island Windsurfing 
Newport, RI. 
401-846-4421 

5 / 18/91 

Newport Challenge 
Newport, RI. 
401-846-4421 


5 / 2/91 6 / 5/91 

Chesapeake Bay Olympic Peak Performance 
Fest., Annapolis, MD. Clinton, NJ 

301-974-6039 201-638-5277 


6 / 23/91 

Specialty Sports 
Pompton Plains, NJ. 
201-831-1844 

6 / 29/91 

Stars & Stripes Champion¬ 
ships, New Haven, Cl. 
203-336-9463 

7 / 28/91 

Sailworks 
Burlington, VT. 

802-864-0111 


5 / 4/91 

Sailways Fairfield 
Fairfield,CT. 
203-336-9463 

5 / 5/91 

CanAmSailcraft 
Boston, MA. 
617-661-7702 


6 / 8/91 7 / 27/91 

Island Rigs WOdwater Outfitters 

Emerald Isle, NC. Amherst, MA. 

919-247-7787 413-586-2323 

6 / 12/91 

Baltimore Boardsailing .c^ororortai. 
Balto.,MD. Scott Sleek may not be 

301-666-9463 auibbkaiafl locations. 
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FANATIC 




CORPUS CHKISTI 

FULL SERVICE WINDSURF SHOP 

fame Soil 
30 uL Tlx/ft 


swiumh 



WIND REPORT 
(512)937-WIND 


A. T a. R. s P O R-TT S 

Product Information 1 



We also stock; FANATIC, ALPHA, ART. SAILWORKS, CUSTOMS 
WINDWING, MULTI-SAIL, K.C. FIBER, WINDSURFING HAWAII. NAUT1X 
FINWORKS AND MUCH MUCH MORE. 

Call Us For Your Vacation Information (512)937-WAVE fi Ml 
10721 S.P.I.D. Corpus Christi. TX 78418 JB■■■8m 


MAY 1991 


4^1 
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TRAVEL 
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LAST YEARS LEMONS 
DON’T FLOAT 


GET THE BEST 




NEW HAMPSHIRE HOBIE/WINDSURF 

Authorized dealers of Mistral, Bic, Hi-Per Tech, Pro-Tech, and Dill Customs 
Rushwind Sails, Sailworks Sails, Gaastra Sails, Neil Pryde Sails, North Sails, Finworks, True Ames, Rainbow, 

O'Neill Wetsuits, Fiberspar Masts, KC Fiber Masts, Windsurfing Hawaii, Gorge Tecnology, and more. 

Call for a free catalogue 

Product Information 117 

no SALES TAX * N.H. Hobie/Windsurf * Rt. 1 * Seabrook, N.H. 03874 * (603) 474-3661 * no sales tax 




windance 

sailboards 


The Original 
Gorge board 
manufacturer 


108 hwy 35 hood river, or 97031 
ph. (503) 386-2131 fax (503) 386-3151 

call or write for a new 1991 catalog and free sticker 
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Seem crowded? 
Need room to park? 
Rig? 

Jibe? 

Guests may sail off a 
private beach in Rowena, 
just west of Doug's Beach. 

Features include: 

> Fully furnished accomodations for 8 

• Private Beach • Ample parking 

• Washer • Dryer 

• linens • Cooking utensils 

• Tennis Court • Sun deck 

• Cable TV ‘Microwave 


Call 


1 - 702 - 564-6305 




































R E G I 0 NAL 


S r E C I A l ADVER 

GORGE 

TRAVEL MOTES 

ABK Windsurfing Camps, in Hood 
River July 15-18, and headed by Katie 
Griffith, will focus on learning 
waterstarts and jibes. The $475 cost 
includes meals, hotel, lessons, and 
equipment... The Winner Speed Series 
will have its Hood River event June 14- 
lb at the event site—look out for 
additional speed events as conditions 
warrant... In late spring, Windance 
Sailboards (Hood River, 503-386-2131) 
will be coming out with an 8 ' 6 " molded 
EPX board priced close to the 
company's polyester boards... 

There will be three Duke of Nuke 
High Wind Clinics (503-386-6500) at the 
Gorge this summer (June 24-28, July 29- 
August 2, August 26-30), taught by Pat 
Dougherty and his wife Jane Parker. The 
clinics are geared to people who can 
waterstart and want to improve their 
planing jibes... The Gorge speed records 
of 42 mph for men (Bruce Peterson and 
Bill Kline), and 36 mph for women (Jane 
Parker), were set at the Gorge Tech 
speed checks, sponsored by Gorge 
Technology (Hood River, 503-386-2862) 
and Nike. There will be three this 
summer—June 1-2, July 27-28, and 
August 24-25... 

Australian World Cup racer Luke 
Hargreaves will spend part of the 
summer in the Gorge, testing and 
helping to design sails for Rushwind Sail 
Loft (Hood River, 503-386-1428). It's one 
of the only companies that designs and 
cuts sails by computer—the cutter itself 
is six feet wide and 30 feet long... Mr. 
Bill's Boardsailing Adventures (contact 
Cascade Travel, 800-426-4981) is offering 
accommodations at either the Hood 
River Hotel, a bed and breakfast, or a 
private condo this summer, with 
unlimited use of equipment. Meals are 
optional, and prices flexible... 

Camp Surf (800-621-2662), at The Inn 
At Hood River Village, is giving its 
campers complimentary videos of their 
week to take home. The rooms this year 
will all be waterfront, and the focus on 
instruction... Rhonda Smith-Sanchez is 
opening the Rhonda Smith Meadows 
Windsurfing Center (503-386-WIND) on 
May 15. Formerly WindSynergy and 
the only lesson and rental shop right on 
the river, the center will have a new staff 
and will offer lessons for beginners, 
women's clinics, kids' camps, and 
racing clinics. Babysitting is available, 
and a restaurant/bar is on the pre¬ 
mises... Cort Larned will teach at the 
Pryde Dealer Clinic (818-548-1561) at the 
Gorge July 16-18... ■ 


TISING SECTION 



NORTH SAILS 


TEST CENTER AND DESTINATION RESORT 

Lessons, Rentals, and Sales 

17DT7I7 Outer Banks 
JrJKUCtf Windsurfing Guide 

Scheduled camps, clinics, regattas 


Please write or call 

Kilty Hawk Sports Ph 919-441-6800 

Box 939 FX 919-441-5117 

Nogs Head, NC 27959 

Cape Hatteras Store at Avon 
(919) 995-5000 

We're Waves Ahead 
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MAUI BEACHFRONT 
CONDO 

FOR SALE BY OWNER 

(Also Available For Rent or Lease Purchase) 

Launch from your beachfront yard in 
World Famous SUGAR COVE. 

3 Bedrm • 31/2 bath 
2400 sq ft townhouse • 5 acres • 
tennis court • swimmins pool 

$795,000 FIRM 

Write or telephone owner for brochure 
Peter V. Paxton 

Box 1915 • Ketchum, ID 83340 • (208) 726-7254 



PLANNING A 
VACATION? 

eP* 66 CENt *4 ( 
RESERVATIONS 


> 

< 

m 


One Phone Call Does It All! 

• Lodging 

• Airline Reservations 

• Rental Cars 

• Equipment Rentals 

• Lessons 

• Event Entries 

Call The Original Gorge Vacation 
Planning Service And Let The Gorge 
Experts Arrange Your Vacation. 

P.O. Box 1053, Hood River, Oregon 97031 

(503) 386-6109 
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PHYSICIANS 

Where can you ride the winds 
of the Columbia River Gorge 
with your medical practice close 
by? PORTLAND, OREGON. 
Great opportunities for primary 
care and specialists. Call Mike 
Davis of Portland Adventist 
Medical Group today at 
503-251-6310 (collect). 



Best windsurfing in The Gorge at private 
launch site Just steps from your bedroom I 
Weekly group accommodation with every 
amenity for the serious windsurfer. 

Call Joe and Lucy Field. 
800:544-7211 503:298-1513 


Oicrfiqil 

♦ estl910 ♦ 


bed & breakfast 

1550 Carroll Road, Mosier, OR 97040 
503/478-HUl 
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SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION 


TRAVEL 


sports 


GUARANTEED BEST PRICES 

ar <QtF^tmrzL n 

iwmr V*' PIDCRfPftR 



FANATIC 


THE HIGH 

PERFORMANCE EQUIP¬ 
MENT YOU NEED 



Order line 
305-858-3034 

FAX 305-858-1829 


•SAILS 
•MASTS 
•BOOMS 
•WETSUITS 
•ROOF RACKS 
•AQUA SOCKS 
•ACCESSORIES 
•CUSTOM BOARDS 
•BEACH CLOTHING 
•PRODUCTION BOARDS 

SPECIALIZING IN EXPORT TO 
THE CARIBBEAN & SOUTH 
AMERICA 

Only 10 minutes fom the airport and 
5 minutes to the beach 
2662 South Dixie Hwy, Miami, FL 33133 




Pn&iettti. 

WINDSURFING IN SAN FRANCISCO 



ULTRA-UGHT, ULTRA-FAST 

ULTOASEHOUS! 




Brand 1 /^FANATIC Ultra Cat 

New 1 Len9lh: 12; 55 ‘- Width ' 26 - 4 ' Volume: 250 1 - Wei9h,: 29,7 lbs - 

'91 1 We're New England's Largest Windsurfing Dealer! 

Model! 1 Visit Your Nearest Ski Market Or Call For Information: 

1 - 800 - 783-9284 


Ski Market 


More than you expected” 

MA BOSTON (617) 731-6100 • BRAINTREE (617) 848-3733 • BURLINGTON (617) 272-2222 • DANVERS (508) 777-3344 
FRAMINGHAM (508) 8755253 • SHREWSBURY (508) 7959919 • NASHOBA VAUUEY SKI AREA (508) 692-6S00 
R1 WARWICK (401) 732-6390 • CT AVON (203) 677-2186 • WETHERSFIELD (203) 257-7752 • NORWALK (203) 847-8660 
NY LATHAM (518) 7855593 • W1LLIAMSVIIJLE (716) 634-8160 

Product Inlormaiion 65 Ski MaAet Plus"AtaS«Card/Visa/Amerian Express 


PLEASE... 

LEAVE 

HOME 

WITHOUT IT! 



LET'S TALK VACATIONS; 

DO YOU GET TIRED OF REACHING FOR YOUR WALLET EVERY TIME YOU 
TURN AROUND? AT CAMP SURF, THE GORGE'S PREMIER VACATION 
PACKAGE, YOU DON'T EVEN NEED YOUR WALLET. THATS BECAUSE, IN A 
NUTSHELL ...EVERYTHING'S INCLUDED! 


• Deluxe accommodation 

• 3 hearty meals a day 

• Expert instruction 

• The finest equipment 


Daily video analysis 
Alternate sports galore 
Ground transport & airport shuttle 
Parties, prizes and fun, fun, fun! 


THE 


I 

gorge 
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QUALITY * CONVENIENCE * VALUE 
FOR INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CALL: 

1-800-621-2662 (within U.S.A.) or 
1-206-364-0100 (from beyond) 

WEEKLONG PROGRAMS FOR ALL ABILITIES 
BEGIN JUNE 15,1991 
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SPONSORED BY: 
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SATLBOARDS 


AUTHENTIC CUSTOMS 

Boo b d°R/» 0 e?OR. (503)478-3441 IclX^yTOS, 


Producl Information 202 



CUSTOM SAILBOARDS 
EPOXY • POLYESTER 


MATT PRITCHARD 
1st Place Gorge Challenge 


16927 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY • BOX 269 
SUNSET BEACH, CA 90742 
(213) 592-2314 (714) 840-6500 

on Maul see SECOND WIND 1-800*852-7467 
on Kauai see CHECKERS BEACH GEAR 1-808-826-9555 
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awJL bUnedt like a native... 

If you want to improve your technique and who doesn't, this is the 
place. I can personally evaluate your style and share my many years 
of experience as national champion. We're local and laid back but 
when it comes to shredding we're intensely serious. 

• The finest location just down the beach from the world famous 
Fisherman's Huts. 

• Ocean front accommodations, rooms and complete villa for 
groups available. 

• Personal attention in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere. 

• Best value for money packages 

• Complete retail shop, offering all necessities. 

• Top quality windsurfing equipment. 



In sum: Local knowledge., best equipment., finest location... 
But what else would you expect from a bunch of natives? 



WiHxi&MAjf Place, 


For reservations call: 011 -2978-21918. Fax 011 -2978-39045. Write Roger's 
Windsurf Place, L.C. Smith Blvd. 472, P.O.Box 461, Malmok, Aruba. 
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NOTICE OF RACE 

In the spirit of Glastnost CanAmSailcraft 
presents the 


TUDOR WATCH 

C.C.C.P. 


Can Am Cape Cod 
Production Board Championships 
_ Sponsored by CanAm & Mistral, - 
Tudor The WorWs Finest Sailboard tudor 

MAY 18th & 19th, 1991 

A direct qualifier of the 1991 USWA National 
Championship - A regatta of the National 1991 
Tudor Mistral Series 

Old Silver Beach. North Falmouth Cape Cod 
At Sea Crest Resort & Conference Center 
Presented by. CanAmSailcraft Cambridge, MA 
Directed by James Coutta USNA IYRR. 
Scheduled disciplines are course racing 
and long distance 

This event shall be governed by IYRR 1989-92, the 
prescriptions of the USYRU. the 1991 event guide¬ 
lines of the USWA the 1991 IMC0 Class racing 
rules the Notice of Race and the Sailing Instructions 
USWA membership is mandatory for all competitors 
IMC0 Class Association membership is mandatory 
tor IMC0 Class competitors 

FLEETS CLASSES 

USWA Production Bda. Juniors/Youths (must be un- 
(USWA Nan Qualifier) der21 cn8/2/91) Men women 
Masters (must turn 35 by 
8/20/91) Grand Masters 
(must turn 45 by 8/20/91). 

Unlimited Men women Masters (must 

(USWA Natl. Qualifier) be over 35 by 8/20/91). 

Mistral IMC0 Women men tghweight men 

One Oesign medium men heavyweight 

Masters(over35 on 7/11/91) 
Grand Masters (over 50 on 
7/11/91). 

AWARDS: Overall Championship 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
Overall each class 1st, 2nd, 3rd. 

A minimum of eight (8) registered competitors shall 
be required for a class to receive awards 

REGISTRATION: 

$7000 includes lunch Saturday & Sunday. 

DEADLINE: 

Registration by mail closes at 6 PM May 11 th. unless the 
200 cut-off is reached prior to that date 

LATE/SITE REGISTRATION: 

All available late registrations are S80 00. 

AWARDS: 

Shall be for overall fleet positions and in each class overall 
A minimum of 8 competitors is required for class awards 

ACCOMMODATION: 

“Sea Cresr Resort and Conference Center has a limited 
number of rooms available at the rate of $80.00 per two 
bedded room per night Reservations should be made 
direct to the Sea Crest at (508) 540-9400, quote CCCP 
or 350 Quaker Rd. North Falmouth. MA 02556-2903. 

REGISTRATION: 

CanAmSailcraft 48 Charles St. Cambridge MA 02141. 
Telephone (617)661-7702. 
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^CanAm 
Sailcraft 

48 Charles St, Cambridge, MA02141 

























EVENTS & RACE 






Upcoming Events 

•MAY 2-JUNE 27: 

Spinnaker Spring Series, 
Mountain View, CA, 415-965- 
7474. 

MAY 3-5s 11th annual 
South Padre Island/Winter 
Park Blowout, South Padre 
Island, TX, triangle racing, 
slalom racing, long-distance 
race. Contact South Padre 
Visitors Bureau, 512-761- 
6433 or S00-343-2368. 

♦MAY 3-5: Sailing Etc. 
Winner Speed Check, Ocean 
City, MD, contact Sailing 
Etc., 301-723-1144. 

•MAY 4: May Madness 
Regatta, Middlebury, CT, 
contact Shane Erikson, 203- 
729-1258. 

MAY 4 or 5: Course¬ 
racing and slalom event, 
Sandy Hook, NJ, contact 
Dave Dosil 201-7S7-0508. 
MAY 4-5: Kidnap Caper 
Project—Fund-raiser for the 
Boardsailing Hall of Fame, 
Corpus Christi, TX; contact 
Charles Allen, 512-991-5110. 
•MAY 4-5:7X201 Jam & 
jibe, Pensacola Beach, FL; 
contact 904-932-7873. 

•MAY 4-5: Chesapeake 
Bay Olympic Regatta, 
Annapolis, MD; contact 
James Coutts, 301-267-3746. 
•MAY 4-5: Nike Sanger 
Memorial Regatta, Sanibel 
Island, FL, contact Ben 
McGuire, 813-472-0123. 
•MAY 5: Early Bird 
Regatta, Bolton Lake, CT, 
contact Winsum Sports, 203- 
647-8953. 

MAY 6-10: Pre-Olympic 
Trials/Pan-Am Trials, Fort 
Pierce, FL, open to anyone 
who sails a Lechner Division 
II sailboard; contact Dan 
Fleming, 407-465-6556. 

MAY 8: Springatta Event, 
Pewaukec Lake, WI; contact 
Gary Nelson, 414-771-5188. 
•MAY 10: Saint Francis 
Series, San Francisco, CA, 
contact the race office, 415- 
563-6363. 

•MAY 10-12: Carolina 
Speed Trials (Winner Speed 
Series), Wilmington, NC, 
contact The Ship's Store, 919- 

956-4445 

MAY iuHA.WA.LL 
Slalom Racing, Diamond 
Head, Oahu, 808-247-5646. 


•MAY 1 1: San Pedro 
Shreadfest, Lake Isabella, CA, 
contact San Pedro Sailboards, 
213-833-3397. 

MAY 1 1-12: AW City 
Classic, Madison, WI; 
contact Flying Fish, 608-251- 
4500. 

•MAY 11-1 *1 Newport 
Fun Cup, Newport, RI; 
contact Island Windsurfing, 
401-848-4421. 

•MAY 1 1-12: Potomac 
Cup, Colonial Beach, VA, 
contact Bob Kozak, 202-387- 
1838. 

MAY 1 l-12:Bc/fsi;i7/c 
Blowout, Beltsvillc, PA, 
contact josh Laronge, 215- 
433-6051. 

MAY 1 2: Sixth annual 
International Crossing from 
Victoria in Vancouver Island, 
Canada, to Port Angeles, 

WA; contact Glen McNab at 
Active Sports, 604-381-7245. 
•MAY 1 2: Windsports Fun 
Cup, Mission Bay, CA, 
contact Wind Sport, 619-488- 
4642. 

•MAY 18: Springatta, 
Pewaukee Lake, WI, contact 
Gary Nelson, 414-771-5188. 
•MAY 18: Spring Fling 
Regatta, Emerald Isle, NC, 
contact Ray Riggs, 919-247- 
7787. 

•MAY 18: Rochester 
Canoe Club Regatta, Roches¬ 
ter, NY, contact Bill O'Such, 
716-271-6945. 

•MAY 18: Hurricane 
Regatta, St. Petersburg Beach, 
FL, contact Steve Levine, 813- 
546-5080. 

•MAY 18-19: Tudor 
Watch Alum Creek Regatta, 
Columbus, OH; contact Mark 
Bildsten, 614-890-1564. 

•MAY 18-19: Spruce Run 
Gorge Championship, Spruce 
Run, NJ, contact Dave Dosil, 
201-787-0508. 

•MAY 18-19: New 
England Tudor Cup, CCCP 
Can-Am Cape Cod Produc¬ 
tion Event—Regional 
Championships, Falmouth, 
MA, contact Can Am Sports, 
617-661-7702. 

MAY 18-19: Island Rigs 
Spring Fling, Emerald Isle, 

NC, contact Ray, 919-247- 
7787. 

•MAY 18-19: Midori 
Material World Regatta, 
Ocean City, MD, contact 


Peck Miller, 301-723-1144. 
•MAY 18-19: HYC 

Spring Regatta, Tullahoma, 
TN, contact Matt Crawford, 
615-455-69S0. 

•MAY 18-20: Corpus 
Christi Speed Checks 
(Winner Speed Series), 
Corpus Christi, TX, contact 
Jennifer, 512-991-8078. 

MAY 1 8-24: AWSP wave 
event in Kauai, HI, PBA 
recognized, $25,000 in prize 
money; contact Craig Yester, 
808-638-7642. 

•MAY 1 9: Around the 
Harbor Race, Long Beach, 
CA, contact Long Beach 
Windsurfing, 213-433-1014. 
MAY 22-27: Caller 
Times U.S. Open, Corpus 
Christi, TX, PBA event, 
$40,000 prize money, 512- 
837-6193. 

♦MAY 25-26: Tudor 
Narragansett Bay Crossing, 
Narragansett, RI; contact 
Steve Baker, 401-295-5514. 
•MAY 25-26: May Day 
Regatta, Chicks Beach, VA; 
contact Dave Kashy, 801- 
851-9359, or Tyler Smith, 
804-481-3067. 

•MAY 25-26: 
Boardsailors Against 
Leukemia, Merritt Island, FL, 
contact Suzi Dornellas, 407- 
453-3223. 

•MAY 25-26: Crazy 8 
Regatta, Atlanta, GA, contact 
Franz, 404-971-4417. 

•MAY 26-27: 

Whiskey town Regatta, 
Redding, CA, contact Butch 
Hanks, 916-241-3115. 


MAY 37: BCM Memorial 
Day Regatta, MIT, Cam¬ 
bridge, M A, contact Stuart 
Nelson, 617-328-4677. 

MAY 31-JUNE 2: Ski 

Optiks Rio Speed Slalom, 

Rio Vista, CA, contact 
Windcraft, 707-374-2744. 
•MAY 31-JUNE 2: 

Xstreamline Speed Check 
(Winner Speed Series), San 
Pedro, CA, contact 
Xstreamline Sports, 213-518- 
1972. 

Bold italic listings indicate 
USWA events; * indicates 
Tudor/Mist m//WindSurfing 
series events. 

1..EZZ3M_■ 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

APRIL 26-MAY 6: 

Triple-star Grand Slam 
event in Omaezaki, Japan, 
$180,000 in prize money. 

MAY 1 8-24: AWSP 
wave event in Kauai, HI, 
$25,000 in prize money. 
MAY 21-26: Caller 
Times U.S. Open, Corpus 
Christi, TX, $40,000 in 
prize money. 

MAY 28-JUNE 2: 
Puerto Rico event, $50,000 
in prize money. 

For more information on the 
PBA events, contact the 
organization's public 
relations firm in England at 
011-44-727-40611. 


Join over 2,200 windsurfers... 
support the sport you love. 

Your national association, the U.S. Windsurfing Association, 
promotes windsurfing by keeping communication open, solving 
problems relating to safety and access, governing the sport, 
issuing saiTnumbers, sanctioning events, and working on 
improving water quality. 

Join USWA and support the sport you love. Membership includes: 
newsletters, sail number, sail sticker, membership card, and more. 

To join send $20 with top 3 sail choices to: USWA, 

Box 978, Hood River, OR 97031 or call 503-386-8708. 
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CALIFORNIA 


BAD SPORTS. S.F. Bay area's most complete 
shop. Brand-name new and used equipment at 
competitive prices. We'll ship anywhere. Phone 
415-364-5995.137 Roosevelt Ave., Redwood City, 
CA 94061. 

SAN FRANCISCO WINDSPORTS. Lessons, 
new and used equipment. Catalogue $1. 1595 E. 
Francisco Blvd., San Rafael, CA 94901. 415-459- 
1171. 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE. F2,Tiga,O'Brien, 
Gaastra, Neil Pryde, Simmer, Wind wing, Seatrend, 
Sailboards Maui, Hi-Tech, ASD, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Nautix, Aerotech, Okespor, Hotline, Body 
Glove, Kuda, Da Kine, Fleetwood, Airwave, Rain¬ 
bow, Angulo, Powerex, KC Fiber, No Limits,... 
and more, bicycles, snowboards. Bay Wind com¬ 
puter, demos, and lessons. Force 4 simulator. Lo¬ 
cated next to SFairport. 405S. Airport Blvd., South 
San Francisco. 415-588-1714 or 800-628-4599. 


CONNECTICUT 


CANDLEWOOD EAST SAILING. 204 

Candlewood Lake Road, Brookfield, CT 06804. 
203-775-2253. Lessons, demos, sales, service, new 
and used equipment. 


FLORIDA 


V WINDSURFING PLACE. 3501 Rickenbacker 
swy., Miami. Your one-stop shop for the best of 
ndsurfing. Best location in South Florida. Rent- 
right on the beach. Two minutes from great 
ivesailing. All major brands. Lessons, rentals, 
lies, repair, storage. Minutes from Miami Inter¬ 
national Airport. Call us at 305-361-1225. 

BLUE WATER MARINE SPORTS. All major 
brands of boards, accessories and beach wear. Pro¬ 
fessional sales and service. 2662 S. Dixie Hwy., 
Miami, FL 33133. Order hotline: 305-858-3034. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. 2755 N. Banana 
River Drive, Merritt Island, FL 32953 (near Cocoa 
Beach). We specialize in INSTRUCTION, RENT¬ 
ALS, AND RIG CUSTOMIZING. Mistral-certi¬ 
fied instructors offer beginning to advanced les¬ 
sons with radio communication. NEW FOR 1991 

— "PERFORMANCE CLINICS/' On-site rentals 

— No hassles — with over 100 combinations fea¬ 
turing in-line Mistral, Gaastra, Fiberspar, BIC, 
Gorge Technology, and Windsurfing Hawaii 
products. Now available VACATION PACK¬ 
AGES, repairs, and sales. 407-453-3223. 

OBSESSION WATERSPORTS. 222 N. Fed¬ 
eral Hwy., Dania, FL 33004 Fort Lauderdale). All 
major brands. State-of-the-art rental and lessons. 
We ship anywhere. Located one block south of 
Fort Lauderdale airport on U.S. 1. Order line: 305- 
921-5802. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, INC. 5254 
Ocean Blvd., Sarasota, R 34242. 813-349-3828. 
Mistral, BIC, Hi-Per Tech, lessons, rentals. 
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THE SAILING STORE. 4120 Edgewater Drive, 
Orlando, a 32804. 407-291-2345. Visit Central 
Florida's premier windsurfing destination. Wa¬ 
terfront location on beautiful Lake Fairview. 
Complete line of boards and accessories. Rentals? 
You bet! Boards, Hobies, Monohulls up to 25*. 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARDS. 1114 River¬ 
side Drive, Holly Hill, a 32117 (near Daytona 
Beach). Full-service shop featuring BIC, Fanatic, 
Mistral, O'Brien, Hi-Per Tech, plus Sandy Point 
Customs. Hundreds of boards & sails in stock. 
Largest selection of new and used equipment in 
Central Florida. Lessons, rentals, and expert board 
and sail repair at reasonable prices. Open 7 days. 
Phone:904-255-4977. 

SPLASHDANCE. Retail, Wholesale, Lessons. TSS 
Masts. S&B Booms. Affordable boardsailing on 
beautiful Choctawhatehee Bay. 904-678-1637. 
Hwy. 85, Niceville. 


HAWAII 


HANALEI SAILBOARDS, Kauai. This is not 
Maui! Check us out! PO Box 790, Hanalei, 96714. 
808-826-9000. 

HI-TECH KAHULUI. New 5,000 sq.ft, retail/ 
rental shop featuring Hi-Tech custom boards. Near 
Kanaha, home of Alan Cadiz's HST windsurf 
school. 444 Hana Hwy., Kahului, 96732.808-877- 
2111. FAX 808-871-6943. 

HI-TECH PAIA. Maui's oldest windsurf shop. 
Craig Maisonville's original store. 51 Baldwin 
Ave., Paia. 808-579-9297. 

NAISH HAWAII/WINDSURFING HA¬ 
WAII. Wholesale and retail high-performance 
sailboards, used equipment, and accessories. Les¬ 
sons, rentals, vacation packages. 155 A Hamakua 
Drive, Kailua, HI 96734 808-262-6068. 

SECOND WIND SURF A SAIL - MAUI. 

Brand-new shop, closest to Kanaha Beach. Maui 
exclusive for Jimmy Lewis, Bruce Jones, and FA¬ 
NATIC! Largest rental & retail selection of Sim¬ 
mer Style Sails. Come sail & surf with us! Ill 
Hana Hwy., Kahului, HI 96732. 808-877-SHOP 
(7467) or 800-852-SHOP (7467). 


IOWA 


WIND & WATER INC. Village Square Mall, 
Johnston, IA. 515-270-1591. Sails, service, lessons. 


Force 4 Simulator equipped. Just north of Des 
Moines. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


CAPE SAILBOARDS. Exclusive dealers for 
Angulo, Hi-PerTech, Hi-Tech, F2, BIC, Neil Pryde, 
Fiberspar, Finworks, Body Glove. Board and sail 
repair. Open year-round on windy Cape Cod. 
Main Street, Falmouth, MA, 02540. 508-540-8800. 

FORCE 5 WATERSPORTS. 37 Main St., Nan¬ 
tucket, M A 02554,508-228-0700. Certified Mistral 
boardsailing school. Equipment, accessories, 
clothing for action. 


MICHIGAN 


SURF'S UP. Fanatic, BIC, North, Gaastra, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, O'Neill. New and USED 
equipment. 30 boards displayed! Visa, MC phone 
orders accepted. We ship anywhere! Fanatic 
Boards not sold mail order. 2840 Orchard Lake 
Road, Keego Harbor, MI 48320. 


NEW JERSEY 


BOBBY KNAPP SKI A SPORT. NORTH 
JERSEY'S BOARDSAILING PRO SHOP. The best 
equipment. The best prices. Mistral, Fanatic, 
Seatrend, Neil Pryde, Gaastra, Windsurfing Ha¬ 
waii, Da Kine, Yakima Racks. All accessories and 
more. Rentals. Advice. 222 E. Ridgewood Ave., 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450.201-444-7576. 

CRANFORD BOAT BOARDSAILING. This 
is a boardsailing experience! Fanatic, Mistral, 
North, Sailworks, more. Huge selection, acces¬ 
sory department. PARTS! Rubberwear, Fanatic 
Demo Center. Lessons, repairs, used/consign¬ 
ment equipment. 908-272-6991. 

ISLAND SURF A SAIL. Long Beach Island, 
New Jersey's windsurfing hotspot. New Jersey's 
finest sailboard shop. Huge selection of equip¬ 
ment. Lessons, rentals, sailboard repairs. 609-494- 
5553. Don't miss us! 

PELICAN SKI SHOP. Wetsuits. That's right. 
Pelican specializes in wetsuits. All top names, all 
sizes, plus surfwear. Morris Plains, 201-267-0964. 


NEW YORK 


DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS. 8388 Elmer Hill 
Road, Rome, NY 13440. BIC, Fanatic, F2, Seatrend, 
Gaastra, Pryde, Fiberspar, Body Glove, O'Neill, 
Nautix and more. Lowest prices anywhere!! We 
ship. 

ISLAND WINDSURFING. New York's oldest 
and finest shop conveniently located in Manhat¬ 
tan. 1623 York Ave., NYC 10028. 212-744-2000. 
One of the largest selections on the East Coast. We 
ship world-wide. Mail orders welcome. Two 
certified Mistral schools on Long Island; 
Southampton 516-282-1198, New Suffolk 516-734- 
7834. For reservations, call: 212-744-2000 or 800- 
876-6640. 
















NORTH CAROLINA 


INTERNATIONAL 


ISLAND RIGS. Complete windsurfing retail 
and rentals featuring AHD, Hi-Tech, Mistral, BIC, 
Gaastra, North, Windsurfing Hawaii. Lessons, 
demos available at our shop directly on Bogue 
Sound. 919- 247-7787. PO Box 4774, Emerald Isle, 
NC 28594. Looking for a Hatteras alternative? 
Flat and shallow soundside, waves across the street 
oceanside. Driving distance from northern points 
about 30 minutes more. Wind: the same. Weeds: 
none. 

KITTY HAWK SPORTS, PO Box939, Nags Head, 
NC 27959. Searching for enthusiastic and quali¬ 
fied windsurfing managers, sales associates, and 
instructors for 1991 season. Openings available at 
Hatteras and Nags Head. Our windsurf school is 
WAVES AHEAD. Work and sail on the windy 
Outer Banks this spring, summer, and fall. Call 
919-441-6800. Ask for Keith. 

NORTH BEACH SAILING/BARRIER IS¬ 
LAND SAILING CENTER features the Outer 
Bank's finest windsurfing school and rental pro¬ 
gram. We are a "Certified American Sailboard 
Training Center" and offer guaranteed beginning 
and advanced lessons. We also rent and teach on 
jet skis, catamarans, daysailors and kayaks. Check 
out our new Duck, North Carolina, store for great 
fashions, beach toys & windsurfing gear. Man¬ 
agers, instructors & retail help needed for '91 
season. Contact Bill Miles — Box 8279 Duck Sta¬ 
tion, Kitty Hawk, NC 27949.919-261-6262. 


OHIO 


SUNSPORTS SURF COMPANY. 23 Cherri 
Park Square, Westerville, OH 43081. 614-895- 
7873. 1404 W. First St., Springfield, OH 45504. 
513-323-8300. BIC, Fanatic, Mistral, Gaastra, 
Sailworks, Neil Pryde. Certified lessons, rentals, 
repairs, accessories. We buy and sell used equip¬ 
ment. Phone orders welcome. 


OREGON 


GORGE WINDSURFING. Excellent waterstart 
location—Guaranteed lessons. Rentals. Sales: new, 
used, consignment. Free catalog & sticker. 800- 
772-3889. 319 E. 2nd, The Dalles, OR 97058. 503- 
298-8796. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. Authors of 
the "Short Board Sailing Technique" video series. 
Gaastra, Rushwind, Tiga, Seatrend, custom rent¬ 
als. Free catalog. 4 4th St., Hood River, OR 97031. 
503-386-5787. 

LIFE CYMES. 800-331-4711,In theGorge. Vaca¬ 
tion packages, rentals, sales. Gaastra, Rushwind, 
Gorge Animal, Bare, Chinook, Windsu re . The 
Dalles, OR 97058. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


IBB TIDE WINDSURFING ^ inventors of 
Windsurfing Hawaii's new air foot). Sale^ Demos, 
lessons, repairs, and personal kno w ledg ea ble ser¬ 


vice. Call for our catalog and on-site wind speed. 
800-3-EBB-TIDE. Route 563, Box 226D, Ottsville, 
PA 18942 (Lake Nockamixon). 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTORS, 2510 MacArthur Road, Whitehall, 
PA 18052,215-437-0341. Open year-round, seven 
days a week for boards, sails, rentals, lessons, 
accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, BIC, Alpha, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Seatrend, North, ART, 
Gaastra, O'Neill, Body Glove, Fiberspar,and more 
in stock Call toll-free in eastern Pennsylvania: 
800-832-3300, for Hooked on Windsurfing's expert 
service. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


SAIL & SKI CONNECTION. Myrtle Beach's 
full-service sailboard shop. Mistral, Alpha, 
Westwind, North, Gaastra, etc. Sales, service, les¬ 
sons. 800-868-7245. 


TEXAS 


FREEDOM SPORTS. 412 S. Main, Grapevine, 
TX 76051 800-728-9821. Complete, full-service, 
windsurf/snowboard/rollerblade. Best prices! 
We ship anywhere! Northwave, Logoszworks, 
West Wind, Shuler, Sailboards Maui, HiFly, North, 
Da Kine, Oakley, Nitro & Sims. Rentals/ Lessons/ 
Repairs. Get what you need from the bros & pros 
not the hoes. 

ON THE BEACH. 2105 Padre Blvd., South Padre 
Island. 512-761-1194. High-performance equip¬ 
ment, new & used, repairs, wetsuits, clothing. 

WIND & WAVE WATERSPORTS. 10721 
S.P.I.D., Corpus Christi, TX 78418. Full service; 
geared for the traveling sailor. Large, new rental 
fleet. Call for map & area information. Vacation 
packages. 512-937-9283. WIND REPORT512-937- 
WIND. 


VERMONT 


NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD. Route 30, Ja¬ 
maica, VT; Phone802-874-4178. Open by appoint¬ 
ment. Largest selection of new and used gear. Hi- 
Per Tech, Waddell, Rushwind, and all major 
brands. 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING. POBox7021, 
St. Thomas, USVI 00801. 809-776-3486. 809-776- 
1730. Island's most complete windsurfing center. 
Mistral-certified school at Point Pleasant Resort. 
Hourly, daily, weekly rentals. Retail shop at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Marina. Mistral, Fanatic, 
HiFly, Yamaha, Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, 
A.R.T. Yacht and hotel packages. 

WEST INDIES WINDSURFING. Virgin 
Island's first and finest, supplying charter yachts, 
resorts, and you for 13 years. Caribbean's largest 
inventory of new, used, and rental equipment, 
from recreational to race. PO Box 2643, St. Tho¬ 
mas, VI00803. Phone/Fax: 809-775-6530. 


AUSTRALIA 


SAILWEST AUSTRALIA PTY LTD. 303 Ma¬ 
rine Terrace, Geraldton, W.A. 6530, Australia. 
Phone:61-99-641722 Fax:61-99-216165. Experi¬ 
ence the best windsurfing conditions in the world. 
Down Under windsurfing. Quality board rentals. 
Fully inclusive windsurfing holiday packages are 
also available. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES 


CAYMAN WINDSURFING AT TORTUGA 
CLUB. Box 866, GT Grand Cayman, BW1. Strong 
winter winds, crystal-dear water and 80 - 90 de¬ 
gree temps. Beachfront accommodations and lat¬ 
est performance gear. Call 809-947-7492. For 
reservations call 800-235-5888. 


CANADA 


BRULE POINT WATERSPORTS/FRASER'S 
CAMPGROUND. RR#1 Tatamagouche, Nova 
Scotia, CANADA B0K1V0. Phone: 902-657-2707. 
Retail, rentals, lessons. All major boards, accesso¬ 
ries. Mail, phone orders. 

IMPACT ZONE. Canada's largest windsurfing 
outlet. Full-repair facilities; parts and service for 
all boards. 100-percent satisfaction guaranteed on 
everything we sell. For information, call 800-263- 
2877/fax: 416-487-8301. Located at 1971 YongeSt., 
Toronto. 


CARIBBEAN 


CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction. St. Luda, [Do¬ 
minican Republic, Martinique, Guadeloupe. 
Mention this ad and ask for Laura. Call 303-777- 
5939 or 800-272-4729, for more information. 


MEXICO 


CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction. Cancun, Lxtapa, 
Sonora Bay. Mention this ad and ask for Laura. 
Call 303-777-5393 or 800-272-4729 for more infor¬ 
mation. 


VENEZUELA 


VENTOLERA TOURS/ISLA MARGARITA, 
VENEZUELA BIC CENTER. Windsurf+Travel 
packages: Aruba's wind, Latin Charm! Box 174, 
Sand Lake, NY 12153. For more information, call 
518-674-3250. 


SHOP DEALERS RESERVE YOUR SPACE 
NOW. Eight issue dates: March, April, May, 
June, July, August, Sept/Oct, Nov/Dec. Copy 
and payment must be received three months prior 
to cover date. Send $2 per word/per issue to: 
WindSurfing Shops Directory, PO Box 2456, Win¬ 
ter Park, FL 32790. Questions? Call Monica in the 
Advertising Department at 407-628-4802. 
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Windyland, USA 



by Eric Sanford 


A s I see it, there are two types of 
sports fans in this country: those 

_who do participate and those 

■■ who don't. 

Those who do are in the minority. 
They're the "granola" type: They play 
soccer and tennis; they jog; they swim; 
they ski; and yes, they windsurf. 

They're quite content to do their sport, 
rather than watch someone else do it. 

Then there are the sports fans who 
don't take an active 
part. These are my 
people. They are ra¬ 
bid about their 
sports, teams, and 
heros. A snide re¬ 
mark in a bar about a 
losing baseball 
pitcher can ignite a 
riot. Over 500,000 
people who don't 
turn out every 
weekend in Georgia 
and Alabama to 
watch a bunch of 
cars race in a circle 
for five hours. 

The problem with 
windsurfing is that 
it's a sport for the do 
people rather than 
the don't people, so it 
may never catch on. 

Figuring that there are more don't 
people than do people, I decided I could 
spread the word myself about 
windsurfing as a spectator sport. After 
all, if big-time wrestling, rollerball, 
tractor pulls, the Battle of the Network 
Stars, and all those other sports are so 
popular, why not windsurfing? 

The first thing I would do is buy all 
the popular windsurfing spots in the 
world, then 1 would charge a fee. Now 
before you get your hackles up, let me 
explain that I wouldn't charge the 
windsurfers—they'd be the big draw, 
the entertainment—I would only charge 
the people who watch. "You gonna sail? 
No problem—nuke it, baby. You gonna 
watch? Five bucks an hour, and well 
worth it." 

The windsurfers would have 
reserved parking spaces and nice grassy 

WINDSURFING 


rigging areas at all of my WindyLand”' 
parks. And, right behind them, would 
be parking for several thousand 
spectators. Naturally, there'd be a high 
wooden fence surrounding the entire 
area so no one would get to peek for 
free. I mean, why have free scenery? 

In fact, that would be one of the keys 
to making windsurfing popular: If it's 
free to watch, no one's interested. But, if 
it costs money to watch, it must be 


something really special. 

People will always stop by to see 
what's going on when: A) they see a lot 
of other people stop to see what's going 
on, or B) whenever they can't see 
something that they think is going on. 
So, my parking lots would be full even 
on no-wind days. I'd hire people to 
practice rigging their sails, so there 
always would be a bunch of curious 
"patrons" around wondering why those 
guys are rigging up when there's no 
wind. 

I'd even have ratings for the different 
locations: Watching people learn to 
waterstart would be rated PG; watching 
them learn to jump would be rated R, 
because of the violence; and watching 
them learn to uphaul would be rated X, 
because of the language. 

Some of my WindyLands would 
have large hotels and restaurants right 


on the site to better promote the "family 
vacation" aspect of the sport. At most 
locations, we also would have in-house 
daycare, miniature golf, video arcades, 
snack bars, and souvenir shops. 

My Nevada and New Jersey 
WindyLands would have one additional 
attraction—gambling. I'd schedule a 
PBA (Pro Bettors Association) 
windsurfing meet there, which (my 
accountants predict) would bring in 

over $10 million in 
action. With that 
kind of bookmak¬ 
ing, I would be able 
to put up the $1 
million in prize 
money to draw 
some of the better 
windsurfers. And 
after all, what self- 
respecting sport 
doesn't have betting 
involved with it? 

Then, I'd take 
the money I had 
made and donate it 
to the WBA 
(Windsurfers 
Benevolent Associa¬ 
tion), which funds 
retirement homes 
and medical care 

for old boardsailors. 

Now, undoubtedly, there will be 
some detractors from this idea of 
actually making money from 
windsurfing. They'll say it invades their 
privacy and restricts their access and 
makes a carnival of this pure, beautiful 
athletic activity. They'll reminisce about 
the "good old days," when there wasn't 
any money in windsurfing, and they'll 
hire lobbyists to convince Congress to 
preserve the integrity of their pastime— 
which is good, because I'll also have a 
lobbying branch of WindyLand Enter¬ 
prises that'll rent out professional 
lobbyists on an hourly basis. 

Who says there's no money in 
windsurfing? ■ 


The number of brainstorms sailor/writer 
Eric Sanlord can spin is remarkable , 
considering what he has to work with. 
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The wind is UP 
and Vela’s vacation 
prices are down! 

If you're dreaming ofwindsurSngin tropical splendor, 
call Vela now to catch the best wind at the lowest prices. In 
spring and summer these islands boast their most consistent 
winds, the winter tourist crowds are gone, and Vela drops 
vacation prices up to 30%. 

So leave your wetsuit at home and come windsurf in Product Information 71 

paradise. Launch from white sand beaches and fly across 
turquoise water propelled by he best winds these islands offer. 

For reservations & FREE 
brochure call 800-223-5443 

Call now for our oofor brochure, 
WndsurfTmveINews,vjirxh^so 
indudes Baja, Cancun & Barbados. 

•Prices good for travel after 4/6/91 in Aruba, 4/15/91 
in Cabarete (Dominican Republic) and 5/1/91 in Maui, 

Airfare additional. Non-sailor rates available. Prices 
are per person based on 7 nights double occupancy 
and subject to change and availability. 


VELA 

highwind centers 
- Men hm 


















